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[ Continued from No. 11.} 

Mr. MERRICK presented a communication 
from the Governor of Maryland, containing the 
preamble and resolutions of the Legislature of that’ 
State in reference to the recommendation in the 
president’s Message to establish a national foundry. 
The resolutions, Mr. M. said, requested the Mary- 
jand Senators and representatives to bring the sub- 
ject to the notice of Congress, and to use their en- 
deavors to get the foundry located at Havre de 
trace. Mr. M. then. moved that the preamble 
and resolutions be printed, and referred to a select 
committee of five. 

Mr. TIPTON said he did not rise to oppose the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Maryland, 
(Mr. Merricx,) but to inform the Senate that the 
subject of a national foundry had been considered 
by the Committee on Military Affairs, to which 
had been referred so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to an armory in the West, a foun- 
dry and depot of arms, and had directed him (Mr. 
T.) to reporta bill on that subject, which he was 
prepared todo. The committee had not felt it to 
to be their duty to locate the sites of the foundry or 
acmory. ‘That could be more properly, and he 
thought, more satisfactorily, done by the Execu- 
tive, or milttary arm of the Government. The 
West had a right to demand the immediate loca- 
tion and construction of an armory on the West- 
ern waters. The commiiiee had before them a 
memorial from Gen. Hinds, proposing to furnish 
water power at the great falls of the Wabash. 
Many places in other States were proposed; but 
the location could, he thought, be safely left with 
the Executive. 

Mr. MERRICK said he would then vary his mo- 
tion, so as to refer the documents to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ROANE felt ita duty he owed to the State 
he represented, to say that she also had claims in 
reference to the location of this foundry; and he 
hoped, before the committee reported, they would 
take these claims into their consideration. 

At the request of Senators MERRICK and 
ROANE, Mr. T. would suspend his report for the 

resent 

Mr. BUCHANAN was glad that the honorable 
Senator from Indiana had thought proper to delay 
his report. His (Mr. B’s) constituents had an 
interest on the subject, and he had received com- 
munications in relation to it from highly respecta- 
ble citizens of Maryland. 

He was pleas: d with these resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Maryland, and was gratified to find 
that they approved for once of a measure recom- 
mended by President Van Buren, and hoped to see 
this approval followed up by others. He was also 
much pleased with the very amiable manner in 
which the Legislature of Maryland had treated 
their Senators: they reqnested instead of command- 
ing. In his State, Mr. B. said, al! parties believed, 
and, in his opinion, believed correctly, in the right 
of the Legislature to instruct. No doubt, to some, 
a request would be more agreeable than a com- 
mand. 

With regard to the site recommended by the 
Legislature of Maryland, so far as he knew of its 
locality, it was entitled to be favorably considered 
by the Committee ov Military Affairs. It was 
central in its situation, and from it there was car- 
riage by water to every part of the Union. If it 
should be thought that Havre de Grace would be 

too much exposed, there was a site in the same 
State, some eight or nine miles above, on the river 
Susquehannah, possessing equal advantages in 
other respects; and where, he believed, there was 
as great a water power as at Havre-de-Grace, and 
also fiom whence arms might be transported with 
the same facility to all parts of the Union. 

Mr. MERRICK was glad that the Senator from 
Peansyivania was pleased that one act of the Pre- 
sident had found favor in the sight of the State he 
had the honor to represent: He could assure that 
honorable gentleman, that the good people of Ma- 
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ryland were always willing to award the meed of 
praise for any act that might tend to promote the 
general good. He would agree wiih the Senator 
that a request was at all times more agreeable than 
a command; and at this particular juncture, he had 
no doubt that the Senator felt the force of what he 
asserted; but with regard to himself and col- 
league, Mr. M. said they were at all times ready 
to respond to the wishes of the people, whether 
communicated in the shape of requests or com- 
mands. le was much pleased, however, t 
find the Senator favorably disposed to the mea- 
sure recommended by the State of Maryland, 
and that he approved of the position selected. Mr. 
M. thought it would certainly be found to combine 
more advantages than any other within her limits; 
and went into a full description of its situation, its 
proximity to the great bay of the Chesapeake, its 
connection with the canala and railroads stretching 
far into the interior of Pennsylvania, its being the 
terminus of all the vast chain of internal improve- 
ment, and forming, at the same time, a most con- 
venient post for an arsenal for provisions and mu- 
nitions of war, thus giving to it a decided superio- 
rity over any other position that could be selected. 
Mr. M. said he had also a petition from sundry citi- 
zens of Havre de Grace in relation to the same 
matter, which he would like to have referred to the 
same committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of 540 
citizens of Hartford, Connecticut, remonstrating 
against the passage of the bill now pending in the 
Senate in relation to the public finances ; and after 
seme remarks fromm Mr. W. the petition was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Moses 
Sergeant, praying for a pension: referre| to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SWIFT presented several petitions from 
Vermont, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union, and praying for the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia: those relating to Texas were laid on 
the table; and the motion to receive the others 
was also laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a large number of peti- 
tions from citizens of Massachusetts, which he 
said he would not trouble the Senate with particu- 
lariziug, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union; and also, praying for the 
abolishment of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. The petitions relating to Texas were laid 
on the table, and the motion to receive the others 
was disposed of in like manner. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he had been charged with 
the presentation of a number of petitions on the 
same subjects, which he would take the present oc- 
casion to present. Mr. W. then read a listof 
several petitions, praying for the abolition oi 
slavery in the District of Columbia. Among 
these, was one signed by four thousand women, 
and when Mr. W. named that petition, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama inquired whether the 
memoriolists were married or single women? 

Mr. WEBSTER replied, if the Senator from 
Alabama was a single man, he might ascertain on 
inguiry of them. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rejoined that the object 
of his inquiry was to ascertain whether they had 
no better employment. He added, it might now be 
seen, by recollecting the votes and conduct of cer- 
tain gentlemen on a recent occasion, how and by 
whom such memorials were gotten up. 

He then moved that the motiun to recommit the 
the memorials be laid on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr. WEBSTER then presented a number of 
memorials, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union, among which were the pre- 
amble and resolutions, adopted at a meeting of 
certain citizens of Boston, held at Faneuil Hail. 

Mr. KING called for the reading of these re- 
solutions, and they were read accordingly. 

[The resolutions are very bitter in their denun- 
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ciations of slavery, and arraign in severe terms 
the characters aid motives of the Texans. ] 


Mr. WEBSTER said that he did not intend 
to accompany the presentation of these me- 


morials with any remarks, but as the reading of 
one of them had been called for, he would say 
that he did not wish to be committed to any thing 
said on that particular one. He would state, that 
he did not feel any obligation to press that part of 
the resolutions which related to the organization of 
the Texas Government. The independence of 
Texas had been recognised by the Government of 
the United States, and deserved therefore to be 
treated by us as a sovereign State. As w the other 
parts of the memorial, his opinions were well 
known. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that he had raised 
his voice so often on that floor, on t.e subject of 
these resolutions, that he had almost determined not 
to speak on it again; but he would only say, that 
it Senators did not now see what was coming, they 
must be blind indeed. These petitioners asked what 
it was clearly unconstitutional for Congress to 
grant. ‘The slave question in Texas was as much 
removed from interference here, as it was from 
the interference of Great Britain. The agitation 
of this question was a flagrant wrong done the 
South. We have, said he, a right to enjoy our pro- 
perty without question and without disturbance; 
and yet in that common hall of legislation, pro- 
vided for them by the patriotism of their ancestors, 
whatmust be the resultsif it was converted into 
an arena for assault on one side, and defence on 
the other? 

He asked how long thisstate of things was to be 
continued? and if it was to go on, he asked gen- 
tiemen how long? He believed that it was time for 
discussion on the subject here to cease. He knew 
that the South had seemingly been hitherto lethar- 
gic, looking on with calm indifference at the pro- 
gress of her adversaries; but gentlemen were mis- 
taken if they thought that the South looked on with 
indifference. Mr. C. said that this state of things 
was not unforeseen by him, andhe had announced it 
in advance. He now told gentlemen that it musi 
cease, or it would lead to the overthrow of one of 
the most admirable Governments that ever existed. 


Mr. CUTHBERT said he would like to have 
the names of the presiding officers and secretaries 
of this meeting read; and they were read accor- 
dingly. 

Mr. BENTON observed that he was attending 
to business on his table when the language in which 
Texas was spoken of caught his ear; and it struck 
him as strange language to be used in reference to 
any power whose independence we had acknow- 
ledged. He would ask the Secretary again to read 
that part of the resolutions relating to Texas. 

The Secretary read that part of the resolutions, 
as follows: 

‘‘ Whereas, certain persons, styling themselves 
representatives of other persons assuming to be the 
Government of ‘Texas, have made overtures to the 
Government of the United States for admission into 
the Union,” ete. 

\nd in another part of the resolutions, it is as- 
serted that the Government of Texas was not esta- 
blished in the pure spirit of liberty, but in treason, 
ingratitude, and fraud; and stigmatizes the officers 
of the Government of Texas as fugitives from jus 
lice, conspirators, etc. 

Mr. WEBSTER disavowed any intention on 
his part of offering any disrespect to the Senate in 
the presentation of these petitions; and he was per- 
suaded that no such feeling was enteria/ned by 
the petitioners. It was a subject on which they fel) 
deeply, and had expressed themselves warmly, with- 
out entertaining the slightest disrespect to any por- 
tion of the members of this confederacy. 

‘The memorials were then laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a 
number of citizens of Pittsburg, similar to those pre- 
sented by him some days since, praying for the ea- 
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tablisament of a marine hospital at that place: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the memorial 
of a committee in behalf of the officers of the Army 
of the United States during the second war of inde- 
pendence, praying Congress to grant them lands 
and place them on the same footing with the offi- 
cers of the first war of independence: referred to the 
Commiitee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented two petitions from Citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union: laid on the table. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of Elizabeth city, North Caro- 
lina, praying for an appropriation for a light boat 
in Albemarle sound; also, a memorial from seve- 
ral citizens of North Carolina, praying for an 
appropriation for placing buoys in Powhatan sound 

ud Pasquotank river; both of which were referred 
to the Conymittee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Carroll county, Ohio, asking the repeal 
of so much of the Post Office law as requires pay- 
ment of postage on: newspapers published in a 
county and transmitted to a post office in the same 
county: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

On r»otion of Mr. NORVELL, leave was g ven 
to John Boyer to withdraw his petition aad papers. 

Mr. ROANE, from the*Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill supplementary 16 
the act concerning the District of Columbia; which 
wasread, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which had been referred so much of 
the President’s Message as relates to the reissning 
of the notes of the late Bank of the United States 
by the new bank of the same name, chartered by 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, made a report 
ihereon, accompanied by a bill entitled “ An act 
lo prevent the reissuing and circulation of the bills, 
noles, or other securities of corporations, whose 
charters have expired.””. The report having been 
read, and ordered to be printed, the bill was read 
the first and second times, and made the order of 
the day for next Wednesday week. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved for the printing oJ 
ten thousand extra copies ef the report; which was 
acreed to—ayes 24, noes not counted. 

Mr. LINN, from the Commitice on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize John E. Metcalf 
and others tv locate a certain pre-emption claim to 
lind in Indiana; 

Also, a bill for the relief of the children and 
heits of Wm. Fisher, deceased; 

Which were severally read, and ordered to a 
second readiog. 

Mr. TiPTON pre sented the resolutions of the 
General As embly of the State of Indiana on the 
subject o: the continuation of the Cumberland 
yoad; which were laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed, 

The following bills from the House were seve- 
rally read twice and referred: 

The bill authorizing the managers and officers of 
the Washington Monument Society to erect a mo- 
nument to the memory of George Washington on 
the public mall. . 

The bill to provide for paying certain pensions 
at Tuscaloosa, Alabama: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

The foll6wing bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of the administrators of 
Edward W. Duvall. 

The bill to change the times of holding the Cir- 
cuit and District Courts of the United States for 
the eastern district of Virginia, held at Richmond; 
and ‘ 

The resolution authorizing the purchase of cer- 
tain books for the use of the committees of the 
Senate. 





ORDER OF THE DAY. 

The Senate resumed as the unfinished business, 
the consideration of the Independent Treasury bill; 
when Mr. NILES, who was entitled to the floor, 
roseand addressed the Senate in an argument of 
great length, and of much force and ability, in favor 
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of the measure. Before concluding, however, 0 
yielded she floor at a late hour to 

Mr. KING, on whose motion, the Senate went 
into the consideration of Executive business; after 
whach 

It adjourned.’ 

HOUSE OF REPRESEN®@ATIVES, 
Tvsspay, Feb. 13, 1538. 

The House resumed the consideration of the subject under 
discussion lastevening, the question being on the motion of Mr. 
HAYNES to insert the words, “if a member of this House,” as 
stated above 

Mr. WISE rose,and reada reiteration of the charge from 
the “Newark Daily Advertiser,’ the Editor of whieh endor- 
sed the statement upon his own knowledge, and stated turther 
that it was a Senator of the United States now in his place. 

Mr. SMITH made a few remarks on the subject, and then 
moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. RIVES asked the gentleman to withdraw it, to enable 
Mr. RQ. to assign a reason for voting against the motion 

Mr. RENCHER asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 16, nays 137. 

So the [Mouse refused to lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. HAYNES said he had voted to lay the resolution upon 
the table, in consequence of the facts stated in the paper re- 
ferred to by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wiss) this 
morning. Ile did not now rise for the purpose of protracting 
this debate, which had already occupied too much of our time, 
but to endeavor to bring it toa clase. He therefore moved the 
previous question; which was seconded by.the Houss—ayes 
83, nves 73: and the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. CONNOR called for the yeas and nays on agreeing 
to the resolution; which were ordered, and were, yeas 140, 
nays 46 

ho the resolution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then issued his subpeena, directing the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to summon Matthew L. Davis to appear at the 
bar of the House, 

Mr. HOWARD would inquire whether it would be in order 
to offer a resolution directing the mode of proceeding when the 
witness shall be brough: before the Honse? 

The CHAIR stated and read what the parliamentary law on 
the subject was, and said that it would be in order to offer_a 
resolution directing the mode of proceeding. 

Mr. HOWARD then submitted a resolution, that the Speaker 
be directed to have the publication in the Courier and Enquirer 
real to the witness, and then propound to him—first. Are you 
the author of the letier here published? Second. Do you allude 
in that letter toa member of the House of Representatives? If 
so, what ia the name of the member? And in cas2 the witness 
replies that he does not mean a member of the House, he shall 
be discharged, and all the proceedings before the House ter- 
mir ate. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD would inquire if we adopt this resolution, 
whether it would be in order for any member of the House to 
propound aay other inquiries te this witness. Suppose he 
wished to ask the witness who gave him the information upon 
which he had made the statement inthe letter, where he resided, 
and whether he wasa person of sufficient character to justify 
it, or what the documentary evidence was which he alluded to, 
was he to be prevented by this resolution from asking there 
questions? 

Tie CHAIR replied, if the resolution should be adopted, and 
the witness answered the interrogatories in the negative, then 
all proceeding would be at an end; butif he announced them 
in the affirmative, any gentleman would have the right te pro- 
pound inqairi s to the witness. 

Mr. Wisk would ask the gentleman from Maryland to so 
modity his resolution as to do away with all technical objec- 
tions (ait. ‘The inerrogatories of the gentleman from Mary- 
land were addressed to the witness as the “Spy in Washing- 
ton,” and as such he might refuse to answer them, when, if 
they were ad lressed to him personally, as Matthew L. Davis, 
he would doubdless answer them. Mr. W. drew a distinction 
in relation to this matter, and contended that the witness would 
have a perfect right to refuse to answer the interrogatories pro- 
pounded to hin as the “Spy in Washington.” The gentieman 
from New York, in his resolution, had resolved to bring Mat- 
thew L. Davis to the bar of the Hoase; and why not propound 
the inquiries to Matthew L. Davis, instead of the “Spy in 
Wasinagton?” The inquiry, in this form, might be considered 
as inquisitorial, and as such he might refuse to answer it 

Mr. HOWARD said it was not his intention to throw any 
obstacies in the way of this inquiry, but he thought the resolu- 
tion Was in quite as goed a form as ifit Was chanzed in pursu- 
ance of the suggestion of the gentleman from Virginia. This 
matter had been brought before the House on the authority of 
the “Spy in Washington,” and the House had been challenged 
to institute the inquiry. Then why not propound the inquiry 
in this form; and if the witness refuses to answer, the charge 
musi fall, and the House be freed from the imputation, and he 
should net desire to prosecute it any further. 

Mr. PATTON said his colleague (Mr. Wise) had designated 
the first interrogatory of the gentleman from Maryland as in- 
quisitorial, He (Mr. P.) considered the whole proceeding as 
ing Lisitorial. 

Mr. WISE explained, that by putting the questions to 
Matthew L. Davis, he might answer them in that form, when 
he would notconsider it proper to answer them, if they put it 
to him asthe “Spy in Washingtoa.” Mr. W, could see great 

* distinction between the two cases, 

Mr. PATTON considered ali proceedings of this kind asin- 
quisitorial as all criminal proceedings are; but they were not 
to be designated as of the character ofa Spanish inquisition, as 
some proceedings of this House had been designated on a for- 
mer occasion. He considered that the witness could answer as 
weil interrogatories put to him, in relation toa publication 
over & fictitious signature as over his own signature, and 1f he 
proved the charges he had maile to be true, he would be con- 
sidered a public benefactor, and if they proved to be false, let 
him stand all the penalties which may be imposed upon him. 

Mr. WISE hoped that the interrogatory, “are you the author of 
that letter,” would not be propounded to the witness, because the 
witness might stand mute as he had a right to do, and if he 
stood mute, the hurrah would be raised by your official or- 
ganand other papers of the party, that here were cha 


made against the Congress of the United States, that those who 
e them would not stand to, 





_ Mr. EVANS then, moved to etrike ‘out ali after the resolu- 
tion, and insert the following as a substitute for the interroga- 
tories proposed by the gendeman frem Maryland: o 

“First. Do you know who is alluded to, or intended to be 
charged, in the preceding letter? Answer yea or nay, as the 
fact may be, without giving the name. Second. Is the person 
thus alluded to a member of this House? If this is answered 
in the affirmative, then, Third. What is the name ef the mem- 
bec? Ifthe interrogatories are answered in the negative, then 
all further proceedings shall cease.” F 

Mr. CRAIG preferred the original resolution to the amend. 
nrent, The allegation which had been made, and which had 
been the basis of the action of this House, was made by the 
“Spy in Washington.” Then, when this witness is brought 
beiore the House, let him answer if he is the “Spy;” and if he 
ppenrens that he is not, then we have avthing further to do with 
tim. 

Mr. GLASCOCK could see no objection to the resolution pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Maryland. ‘This charge had been 
nade ina responsible paper; and he hesitated not to say that 
ii Matthew L. Davis, orthe “Spy,” had any regard for his cha. 
racter, or for the character of the paper which contained this 
charge, he would not, in the face of this House, or of the coun 
try, refuse to answer the question. For one, he was disposed to 
have this question propounded; and if the witness thought pro- 
per not to answer, be it so; and then he would take the interro- 
gatories of the gentleman from Maine. If he was the friend of 
M. L. Davisor of the Courier and Enquirer, he would not at- 
tempt to avoid these interrogatories; and if the witness attempted 
to shrink from them, he was a different kind of peison from 
what he (Mr. G.) had always supposed him to be. 

Mr. WISE explained that the witness might very properly 
decline to answer the interrogatory as propounded by the gen- 
tieman from Maryland, when he would answer it if propounded 
to him in a different mode. 

Mr. GRENNELL briefly supported the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maine, as being preferable to that of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland. 

Mr. HOWARD then, for the purpose of meeting the views of 
geutiemen around him, moved his proposition as follows: 

“Resolved, That the Speaker direct the publication to be 
read to the witness, and then propound to him the following: 

“1. Are you the author of the foregoing letter, and whether 
he declines or not, then the Speaker shall put the following to 
him: 

“2. Do you know who is alluded to, or intended to be alluded 
to, in the joregoing letter, without giving the name? 

“3. Is the person alluded toa member of this House? And 
if this is answered inthe affirmative, 

“4. What is the name of the member? And in case the 
Witness states that he did not allude to a member of the House, 
then he is to be discharged, and all further proceedings are to 
cease,”’ 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the resolution in this form, and con- 
sidered the last modification as even more objectionable than 
the original resolution. “He considered it entirely improper 
that the House should put questions to a witness, and permit 
him to say whether he would or would not answer them. 

Mr. HOWARD considered that the House was placed in an 
attitude of self-defence in relation to this matter. It was now 
ready to meet the inquiry in relation to the charge which had 
been made against it. Then Jet the witness shrink from the in- 
quiry which he had challenged, and the honor ef the House 
would be vindicated, so that there would be no necessity for 
for any further proceeding. 

Mr. BRONSON then demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. GRENNELL called for a division; and the question was 
then taken upon the resolution of Mr. Howarp, in three divi: 
sions; all of which were agreed to by the House. 

The Sergeant-at-arms was then directed by the Cuarr to place 
Mr. Davis at the bar, and he was brought in. 

As the Speaker was about to administer the oath to the wit. 
ness 

Mr. Davis required the form of the oath first to be recited to 
him, which was done; and he was then sworn, and being 
placed at the bar, 

The SPEAKER addressed him as follows : 

Matthew L. Davis: It has been made my duty, by the 
order of this House, to cause to be read in your hearing a pub 
lication in the Courier and Enquirer of New York, and it will 
be read to yeu by the Clerk. F 

The article in question, asgiven in the proceedings of yes- 
terday, having been read, 

The SPEAKER propounded the first interrogatory. 

Mr. Davis then addressed the Chair as follows: ‘ 

Mr. Speaker: 1 am arraigned at the bar of this House with 
out counsel or aid, and I most respectfully ask you that I may 
be perniited to state my own case, so far as] conceive my righis 
mvaded, that I may be permitted to preseat any reasons why I 
ought not to answer that question. (Cries of “Agreed, agrecd.”’) 
Icanassure you, sir, and through you this House, that I will 
occupy but a few minutes. (Agreed, agreed.’’) 

The CHAIR was propounding the question to the House if 
it would consent to hear the reasons w!iy the witness declined 
answering the question— . 

Mr. Davis. I do not decline answering the question, sir, but 
wish to state the reasons why I ought not to answer it. ; 

The CHAIR was again about to propound the question, 
when 

Mr. BRONSON requested that the preliminary question be 
first propounded, whether the witness declined answering the 
question, because, if he @id not, Mr. B, sheuld object to the 
other being putto the House. 

The SPEAKER to the witness. Does the Chair understand 
the witness declinesanswering the interrogatory propounded 
to him? 

Mr. Davis. I beg leave, most respectfully, to state to the 
Chair and to the House, that I wish to present those reasons, |! 
I have any, why I conceive I ought not thus to be interrogated. 
Having assigned them, it is possible, sir, that I may answer 
that or any other question the House may be pleased to pro- 
pound tome. Irespectfully ask to be heard myself, for Lhave 
no counsel. 


Mr. BRONSON and Mr. TURNEY simultaneously called 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. : 

Mr, BRONSON, stating that he wished to debate the question 
on the suggestion of Mr. Apams, under the parliamentary law, 
the witness was withdrawn from the hall. 

Mr. BRONSON said if he understood the question then pre- 
sented, it was, substantially, whether they should permit Mr. 
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Davis tocome before that House, and make them a speech. 
For one, Mr. B. was opposed to any such proceeding asthat. If 
the witness came forward there, and said he declined to auswer 
che question put to him, then Mr. B. would cheerfully vote that, 
in the absence of counsel, he might assign his reasons for sv de- 
clining; but until he did positively decline to answer the ques- 
tion, Mr. B. never would consent to the witness standing there, 
and participating in the debates of the House, entitled to_all 
the privileges ofa member. Upon what principle was it that 
this witness should be suffgred to make thema speech, perhaps 
of two days’ duration? im they call him before them to heara 
speech from him, to hear an argument, or for him to answer a 
question? For one, Mr. B. would never stand there and permit 
the rights of the House to be violated in this manner. 

Mr. BOON entered his solemn protest against permitting 
any individual who had assumed to himself to charge, se- 
rious!y, a member of that or the other House with a grave of- 
fence, and then, when he was called upon to bring testimony in 
proof of it, to do nothing but abuse the House and the members 
ofit; for that would, doubtless, be the amount of his speech, if 
he was permitted to make one. Moreover, this individual 
asked what, to Mr. B’s knowledge, had never been asked of any 
any court of justice or any judicial tribunal on the face of the 
earth, viz: to answera question by argument. It was prepos- 
terous—it was ridiculous, 

Mr. B. would admonish gentlemen that there was another 
consideration which would present itself to the American peo- 
pie, and that was, the amount of money already consumed in 
the discussion of this question. Two days had already been 
taken up in thus bringing incidental party politics befere the 
House, for it was as wellascertained and known to them all 
that the accused was not a member of the House as any thing 
could be, if they were to give cre lit to the unqualified newspa- 
per statement furnished by the gentieman from Virginia (Mr. 
Wise) this morning. Why, then, proceed any further? It 
was only wasting the time and money of the people. 

Mr. THOMPSON denounced the opposiuon to Mr. Dayts’s 
application as tyrannical and arbitrary. 

Mr. HAYNES expressed his surprise atthe remarks of the 
eentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. THompson ) That gen- 
tleman had spoken of the course proposed to be pursued to- 
wards the witness, Matthew L. Davis, as tyranny and oppres- 
sion. He had represented the witness as dragged to the bar by 
the arbitrary power of the House, and made himself his cham- 
pion, to defend him from its outrageous oppression. But what 
is the true history of the case? The “Spy in Washington’’ 
had dared us to bring him here to testify to a charge, involving 
most deeply the character and honor of the House. He was a 
volunte*r witness, dating us to bring him up for examina- 
tion; and now, forsooth, was made by the gentleman from South 
Carolina the victim of the grossest tyranny and oppression. It 
is said that the witness ought not to be compelled to answer, 
because he was only presumed to be the author of the letters of 
the Spy in Washington. Mr. Hf. said his answer to this was, 
that if not the author, the question exposed him to no responsi- 
bility whatever; and if he was the author, he was bound to 
answer the interrogatory. He came here at his own instance; 
he wasa volunteer witness; had dared us to examine him touch- 
ing a charge involving most deeply the character of the House, 
and now is to be shielded from the performance of his own 
voluntary pledge to testify, by his right to send out anonymous 
publications. His own conduct has stripped him of such de- 
fence; and he, for one, would never consent to give him per- 
mission to submit any reasons why he should, or should not, 
answer the proposed interrogatory. Of the character of the 
winess he had nothing to say; nor should he now draw any 
inference, either one way or the other, from his attempt to 
evade a responsibility which he had defied us to permit him to 
assume. 

This question was discussad at length, the application of Mr. 
Davis being sustained by Messrs. WISE, L'NCOLN, PAT. 
TON, THOMPSON, and SIBLEY, and opposed by Messrs- 
BYNUM. FOSTER, PARKER, HAYNES, GLASCOCK, and 
HOLSEY ; when 

Mr. HOWARD rose, amid the most vociferous and general 
cries for question, and expressing his gratification at the dispo- 
sition he witnessed to take the question, said he would make a 

1otion to facilitate their wish; I therefore, sir, added he, de- 
mand the previous question. 

The House seconde 1 the motion—ayes 119, noes not counted; 
and the main question was ordered, withou: a division. ; 

The CHAIR then propounded the question to the House in 
the following terms: e 

Shall Mr. Davis, the witness, have leave to state his reasons 
to the House why the first interrogatory should not be answered? 

Some conversation arose between Mr. RIVES and uit CHAIR 
as to whether this was the precise words of the application ; 
but the main question having been previously ordered, no 
change could be made. 

Mr. WISE said ifthere was any difference, it was, at most, 
only the difference “hetween tweedledum and tweediedee.”’ 

The question was then taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 103, nays 90. 

So the House determined thatthe witness should give his rea- 
Bons, 

Mr. EVERETT then moved that the House adjourn: lost. 
Mr. Davis was then brought in and placed at the bar, and 
briefly gave his reasons for not answering the question. He 
then read the following as his answer thereto: 

“I deny the right of this House to ask, and therefore decline 
to answer, the ques‘ion, whether Iam, oram not, the author of 
the ‘Spy in Washington,’ or the extract from the letter referred 
tu inthe interrogatory; but, at the same time, I respectfully 
state that I know the author, and I know the member to whom 
the Spy alludes, and am prepared to name him Here or else- 
where.” 

“That, sir,’ said the witness, “is my answer.” 

To the second imterrogatory the witness answered “I do.” 

To the third. “If the person alluded to is a member of the 
House of Representatives?’ The answer was, “He is not.” 

The CHAIR then said. the witmess, under the order of the 
House, is therefore discharged from further examination, and 
there is an ead of this proceeding. He will, therefore, retire 
from the bar. 

Mr. OWEMS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. WISE hoped that the gentleman would withdraw that 
motion to enable him to move a communication of this exam- 
nation to the Senate. [Cries of “no, no’’ from all parts of the 

all.] 

Mi. GRAVES asked for the 
adjourn ; but they were refu 
The House adjourned, 


eas and nays on the motion to 
, and the motion prevailing, 
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The following resolutions, adopted yesterday, were omitted 
in reporting the proceedings of that day: 

On motion of Mr. KING, 

Resolred, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
placing buoys at the mouth of St Johns river, in Florida 

On motion of Mr. MOUTON, 

Reso’ved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 
inquire into the expedi ney increasing the salary ot the 
Officers of the branch mint, established in New Orleans 

Oa motion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 

Resolred, That the Committee on the Patent Office be di 
rected to inquire into the expediency of repealing or modifying 
the law which requires the recording of assignments of patent 
rights in the city of Washington 

On mouon of Mr. WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
hereby is, required to furnish to the Senate a copy of the cor- 
respond nce between the Se cretary 91 the Treasury, or any 
officer of his Department, and the district attorney of North 
Alabama, or his immediate prede ‘essor, en the subject of the 
debt due from the late John Brahan, deceased, as receiver of 
public money at Huntsville, which has not been already com 
municated to the Senate; and, also, a copy of any correspon- 
dence which has taken place between the said Department or 
any officer of it, and any other person, on the same subject, 





IN SENATE, 
Tvuespay, February 13, 1833. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the Treasury De- 
partment, made in compliance with the resolution of the 2d in 
stant, calling for the names of the receivers of public moneys 
(if any) who have violated the Treasury order of the 11th July, 
1835: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of sund-y citizens of 
Vermont, praying for the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. The motion to receive was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRENTISS also presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Vermont, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union: laid on the table. 





Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Julius Nelson and others 
of the State of New York, praying for an appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor of Silver Creek, Lake Erie: refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of sundry citizens oi 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against tiie annexation of Texas 
to the Union: laid on the table. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of that State, requesting their Senate rs and 
Representatives to use their exertions to procure for the State 
the pre-emption, at the minimum price, to the Jands acquired 
by the late treaty with the Miami Indians in that State, to aid 
the State in her works of internal improvement; which, on his 
motion, was ordered to be printed, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Landa. 


Mr. NORVELL said he was charged with a memorial from 
the Columbia Typographical Society of Washington, com- 
posed entirely of letter-press printers. The memorialists 
remonstrate against the passage of any law recognising or 
establishing the principle of international copy-right for the 
benefit of toreign authors. This society was composed ofa 
body of highly intelligent citizens, as enlightened as any other 
body of men in the country. They were necessarily s*, from 
their pursuits and professions in life. Their views and opin- 
ions, on this subject especially, were entitled t» peculiar 
weight. As this subject was before the Committee on the 
Patent Office, he moved that the memorial be read, printed, 
and referred to that committee: the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from Charles Sanguenet, ask- 
ing forthe passage of a law to contirm his claim ‘o a certain 
tract ofland in Wisconsin: referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Nathaniel Cow- 
per, agent of Coilege. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Alvarez Fisk and the 
representatives of Thomas P. Eskridge, which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Ferguson J. Morrison, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition ef sundry citizens of Arkansas, praying for 
the establishment ofa mail route: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Michigan, praying for the establishment of certain mail routes: 
referred to the same committee. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Illinois, praying for the estaBlishment of a mail route: ref2rred 
to thesame committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of the Board of 
Trade of the city of New York, on the subject of the currency; 
which, after some remarks from Mr. W. was lai/ on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered the following: 

Resolved, 'That no petition or other papers which may have 
been referred to any committee of the Senate, and which may 
have been reported thereon, shall hereafter be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate withsut leaving a certified copy of all 
such papers inthe office of the Secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he did not offer the resolution with a 
view to its immediate adoption. He had thrown it before the 
Senate, in order that it might be taken up hereafter, when duly 
weighed and considered. Mr. H. said he had been long enough 
in public life, to learn that claims grew much better, the longer 
they were before Congress. If, when first presented. the evi- 
dence wassuch as not to suit the nature of the case, the papers 
were withdrawn, and all the weak points fortified, and the tes- 
timony so changed as aot little or nothing of its original 
character. The object of the resolution wassimply to preventa 
repetition of that mode of proceeding in future, and that no ori- 
ginal paper should be withdrawn, without leaving a certified 
copy in the office ofthe Secretary of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, 

Resolved, That the Committe@,.on Claims be instructed to 
instructed to inquire into the os of allowing compen- 
sation to Joseph Fletcher for the loss and destruction of a wa- 
gon and team, and other property, in the public service, during 
the late war; and that the papers of said Fletcher be referred to 
the said committee, 
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Ona motion of Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to send 
to the Senate all the information in the possesasion of his De 
partment which may relate to the Oregou Territory ; and, also, 
that he cause to be made, for the use of the Senate, a map em 
bracing recent discoveries of all the country claimed by the 
United States in the western slope of the Rocky Mountains, to 
the Pacific ocean. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Commitee oa ihe Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making allewances for mileage 
to the judges of the circuit Courts of the United States, in such 
manner as to equalize their compensation 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, trom the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported a bil) for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William Sanford; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading 

Oo motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the same committee wae 
discharged from the further eonsideration of the petition and 
papers of Mathew St. Clair Clarke 

On motionof Mr. TIPTON, the Committee on Claims was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition and 
documents of Michael Hogan 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Gommittee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the report of the Commis. 
sioner of the General Land Office on the subject, reported a bill 
for the relief of Riebard Cravatt Handy Perry and David Cha 
ney; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the reliefof certain settlers on the public lands, who 
were deprived of the benefits of the pre-emption law of the 
ith ot June, 1834; which was read, and ordered toa second 
reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, fiom the Committee on Claims, to which 
had been reterred the biiis from the Houge for the relief of Me. 
lanecton T. Woolsey, and for the relief of Captain William H 
Bell, reported them severally without amendment; the lattes 
unfavorably. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of David Roas, 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on Revolutienary 
Ciaims was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the heirs of --—~ Conway, deceased. 

Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, to which had been 
re‘erred resolution, directing an inquiry into the expedi- 
ency of placing the officers of the staffot the Revolutionary 
army on ‘he same footing with officere of the line, as to granta 
of land, made an unfavorable report thereon, and the commit 
tee was discharged from the further consideration thereof 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the petition and papers of the 
widow of Henry L. Hommeien, were again referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims 

On moiion of Mr. NORVELL, tice Committee on Revolu 
tionay Cleims wos discharged from the futher consideration of 
the petition and papers of Robert Fulton, and the petiiioner 
had leave to withdraw his petitivon and papers 

Mr. WALL. from the Commitiece on the Judicmry, to which 
had been referred the resolution directing an inquiry into the 
expediency of increasing the salaiies of certain of the district 
judges of the courtsof the United States, reported a bh1!i for 
that purpose ; which was read, and ordered to a second reading 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced the following bills, which 
were severally read twice, and referred : 

A bill for the relief of Richard Bennett ; 

A bill for the relief of David G. Bates ; 

A bill for the relief of Charles A. Dodd ; 

A bill for the relief of John Richey; 

A bill for the relief of John L. Scott; and 

A bill for the relief of David McNair. 


Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
reported a bill to confirm certain land claims in Loutsiana; 
also, a bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lovisiena; both 
of which were read, and ordered to a second reading, and the 
accompanying reports were ordered to be printed 

The bill to preventthe counterfeiting of the gold, silver, and 
coper coins of the United States, or of any foreign country, 
was read the third tune and passed. 

The bill to authorize the President of the United States to 
cause the southern boundary of the Territory of Wisconsin to 
be ascertained and marked, was also read the third time and 
passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the Independent 
Treasury bill, as the unfinished business; when 


Mr. NILES resumed the floor, and finished at a late 
hour, the very able speech which he commenced yesterday in 
opposition to the amendment offered by Mr. Rives, and in favor 
of the original bill. Mr. N. said thatjthe Senator from Virginia 
seemed to think that his twenty-five banks constituted the 
whole country; but what constituted the whole country in the 
opinion of Mr. N. wasthe producing classes who were swin 
died out of their labor through the paper sysiem. Mr. N 
glanced at the rotten state of the banking system in this coun- 
try, andits vast increase of paper, (in seme instances forty-one 
dollars for one .of specie,) until it had blown up, exploded 
aud scattered ruin far and wide. There were baoks, he said, 
that had not yet broken, but were now rocking and trembiing; 
so much so, that persons in their immediate neighborhood 
would keep their notes no longer than they could get rid of 
them; and yet we were called on to deposite the treasures of 
Government, the common property ofthe people, in banks \.ke 
these. Thatthe currency of the nation was in a deplorable 
condition, all admitted; but the remedy was the subject of dis 
pute. The question was one of vast magnitude, and of vital 
importance to the people of the nation, andit was deeply to be 
regretted thatit should have become inixed wiih politics; but, 
unfortunately, ithad so,and all the evils were charged upon 
the present Administration; how justly, would be Jeft to the good 
sense of the peuple to determine. What had the Adminisira- 
tion sought todo? Merely to increaze the metallic currency, 
which it had effected toa very considerable extent, and to sup- 

ress the issue of small notes. This was all that had been done 
Ee the present or past Administrations to derange the currency 
of the country. Some gentlemen contended that it was “ tam- 
pering with the currency’’ that had brought on its present d=. 
ranged state. As well,said Mr. N. might we charge tempe- 
rance societies with al! the drunkenness that occurred, becaure 
they were tampering withsobriety. [Assoon as the reporters 


can write out from their notes, this speech will be presented in 


the columns of the Globe.) 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES, 
Wepnespay, February 14, 1835 

As soon as the journal of yesterday was read— ing 

Mr. WISE moved to amend it, by inserting the oath adminis- 
t red to Mr. Davis yesterday, together with his answers to two 
uf the interrogatories propounded to him. 

The CIAUR stated that in no former instance had the oath 
ever been recorded; and it waa contrary to the express and posi- 
tive law, laid down in Jefferson’s Manual, to insert the answers 
ofa witiess given to the dlouse. -_ os only done - aa 
nations before comsnitiees, because the House was not present. 

This position was sustained by Me. ATHERTON, Mr. 
PARKER, Mr. WHITTLESEY of O}.0, and Mr. TOUCEY, 
and convested by Mr. WISE; when, on motion of Mr, CUSH- 
MAN, the motion was laid on the table without a division. 

Mr. BOON then moved to strike from the journal the answer 
of the eame witness to the first interrogatory, which had been 
spread upon the journal at the witness’s request, having been 
handed in in writing, and so entered under the supposed implied 
assent of the House ; 

Mr. DROMGOOLE had not given his assent to it, and pro- 
tested aguinat his silence ever being construed as impiying his 
aerent to any motion, 

Mr. WISE opposed the motion as an expunging process. 

Mr. BOON said the genveman had himseli explained away 

the odium that might be supposed to attach w the expung 
ing process, by bis previous declaration, under his own mo- 
tion, that the journal was not complete; and it was surely as 
proper to amend the ououtes by striking out as by inserting. 

M: RIVES advogated the motion at some length. 

Mr. TURNBY had not only not given his assent to the re 
guest of the witneas, but had made several ineffectual attempts 
yesterday to obtain the floor to oppose it 
“ Mr. GRIFFIN moved to lay the motion to amend on the 
tale 
Mr. MERCER asked for the yeas and nays, and inquired of 
the Chair if, should the motion to amend prevail, the part 
ciricken out would be entered on the journal of to-day. 

Tne CHAIR replied that it necessarily would, as showing 
the cround of the House’s vote. 

Mr. MERCBR thereupon withdrew the call for the yeas and 
nays, Me. Ownns renewed it, and they where ordered, 

The motion to lay on the table prevailed—yeas 104, nays 79. 

On motion of Mr. HENRY, the rules were suspended to call 
the States for petilions and memorials. 

The CHAIR, on leave, laid before the House the usual an- 
nual communication from the Treasury Department, in relation 
to Consuls on the Barbary coast. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, laid on the table. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in the order, com- 
meneing at the point last left off, viz: Massachusetts, and were 
presented by ~ oe ADAMS, GRENNELL, FLETCHER, 
CUSHING, HASTINGS, PHILLIPS, CALHOUN, LINCOLN, 
REED, and BORDEN, of Massachuseus. 

Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS then rose and stated that he had be- 
fore him about three hundred and fifty petitions, signed by be- 
tween thirty-four and thirty-five thousand names, which he had 
been requested to present to this House. He wished to do so 
with as lite coweun:ption of the time of the House as possible. 
Hohad, therefore, been obliged to alter the manner pursued 
herctofere in presenting petivions separately, one by cne, an- 
nouncing the place from which the petitions came, the name of 
the tint petitioner, and the number of names signed to such 
peutions; instead of which he proposed now to oifer them by 
claases, siating the number of petitions in each class, and, as 
well as he could, the number of petitioners included in eich. 
He would state, however, that he had a considerable number of 
petitions in relation to which he himself entertained doubts as to 
wheiber they came under the general orderof the House, which 
prescribed that petitions of a certain description should be 
jail upon the table without reading, or any other action of 
ihe House being taken upon them. It has happened, that in 
consequence of the decision of this and former Houses of 
Concress in relation (o the right of petition, a great degree of 
exciement has been produced in a certain portion of the coun- 
try, and the ef cc of this proceeding, on the part of the House, 
avi ot the excitement octasioned by them, had tend-d very 
mueh to multiply these petitions, which the House aj pears to 
be so little disp sel to receive ant to treat in the ni«nner in 
which, ia his ootnien, all respectful and decent petiti ns ought 
to b* treate |. Ove ofthe consequences of this cou:se of pro- 
ceedings on tas partof the House was, that petidions were sent 
to him of an anonymous character, ambiguous and equivocal. 
These were of two descriptions. One description came from 
a coographical portion of this country very much attached to 
the right of petition and opposed to the order of the House on 
this subject, and some of them would not come under that 

ule. 

? Mr. PICKENS rose to order. He only desired to know ifthis 
question was to be opened up in this direct manner, that he 
micht be prepared to meet it. ; 

The CHAIR stated what the usual course was in relation to 
the presentation of petitions : 

Mr. ADAMS reiterated that he had about 350 petitions to 
present; and he made this statement, giving his reasons for 
changing his course in relation to their presentation, in order 
that the time of the House might not be consumed. Mr. A. was 
about proceeding with his statement, when 

The CHAIR called him to order. 

Mr. ADAMS then said if he was not permitted to make the 
statement to the House, he should be compelled to present his 
petitions separately, which would take up the whole day, and 
perhaps another day. 

‘The CHAIR replied that the same law would apply to the 
gentioman from Massachusetts, which governed ail the other 
members of d-e House. 

Mr. ADAMS then proceeded to present his petitions, sume se- 
parately and some by classes, some of which were refecred. 
Those which related to the question of slavery were laid on the 
table, under érder of the House; those in relation to the annexa- 
tion of Texas, those praying fora repea! of the order of the 
House, and allothers which were supposed to relate in any way 
to slavery, were laid on the table, on motions made to that 
effect « 

Pe! itions were then further presented by Messrs. CRANSTON 
and TILLINGHAST, of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. TOUCEY, HALEY, HOLT and INGHAM, of Con- 
nechienat, : fi 

(Mr. Haver presented the petition of Wm. W. Wolsey and 
others, citizens of New York, Connecticut, and elsewhere, pray- 
ing for an appropriation to build a light house on a small island 
on Homach, in Fisher's Island Sound, near the Connecticut 





shore. Also, to establish a floating light at or near Latimer’s 
reef, in said Fisher’s Island Sound. These, together with a 
smril appropriation to remove a sand bar in the harbor of Sto- 
ningion, Connecticut. Mr. H. eo peenees the petition of 73 
persons, inhabitants of Plainfield, in Connecticut, praying for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. Likewise; the 
petition of 93 persons, inhabitants of Woodstock, in Connecti- 
cut, praying for the abolition ofslavery in the Districtof Colum- 
bia and the Territories } 

(Mr. Hout presented the petitions of Mrs. Cynthia Trowbridge 
of Connecticut, asking a grant of land. in sconsequence of ser- 
vices rendere) by her late husband, lra Trowbridge in the ser- 
vice of the United States, who was killed by the Indiana; of 
John Suow of Mansfield, Connecticut, praying to have his 
name placed on the pension list; of Stephen P. W. Douglass 
of the State of New York, praying Congress to adopt a resolu- 
tion to enable him two receive in his own name, letters patent for 
an invention of Hozzara Knowles. esq. | 

Messrs. FLETCHER, HALL, and ALLEN, of Vermont. 

{[Mr. Fugercuer offered the following petitions: Petition of 
M Mory and 1U9 females of Greensboro, Vermont, for the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia. Petition of John 
Hill and 35 others, inhabitants of Morgan, Vermont, against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union. Petauon of M. Mory and 
109 females of Greensboro, Vermont, against the annexation of 
Texastothe Union. Petition of John M. Robinson and 52 
others of Charleston, Vermont, for rescinding of the resolution 
of Dee. 21, 1838. Petition of A. Packer and several others, in- 
habitants of Newark, Vermont, for rescinding of the resolution 
of the Llouse of Representatives passed Dec. 21,1837. Petition 
of John McLevan, of Barnet, Vermont, praying for remunera- 
tion for expenses, &c. ] 

Messrs. PARKER, McCLELLAN, BICKNELL, KEMBLE. 
ANDREWS, MOORE, CHILDS, BRODHEAD, MITCHELL, 
PALMER, MARVIN, BRUYN, HOFFMAN, CURTIS, 
FILMORE, SIBLEY, TAYLOR, NOBLE, LOOMIS, BRON- 
SON, PATTERSON, GALLUP, GRAY, DeGRAFF, RUS- 
SELL, GRANT, PECK, CAMBRELENG, and SPENCER, 
of New York. 

{Mr. CAMBRELENG presented a memorial from a number of 
merchants of the city of New York, remonstrating against the 
repeal ofthe Express mail law. Mr. C. also presented several 
petitions for private claims. ] ; 

(Mr. McCLecian presented the petition of Spencer Stafford 
and Gorham A. Worth, praying to be relieved from further 
prosecution upon an official bond executed by them as sureties 
for a paymaster in the last war: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary.) 

{[Mr. ANDReEWws presented two petitions from citizens of 
Steuben county, New York, asking an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Alleghany river, between 
Pitsburg and Olean. One from 50 citizens of Yates county, 
New York, for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. A petition of 78 electors of Woodhull, Steuben county, 
New York, for the same. A remonstrance from the same 
persons, against the annexation of Texas to the Union. A peti- 
tion of citizens of Pulteney, Steuben county, New York, fora 
pre-emption right to a township of usappropriated lands in the 
valley of the Mississippi. A petition of Lucy Barnes fora 
pension. } : ‘ 

(Mr. 'layLor presented the following petitions of inhabitants 
of the village and county of Oswego, in the State of New York, 
praying Cungress to inquire relative to the importance of 
Oswezo asa military post, and the expediency of repairing and 
arming the military positions at that place. The petition of 
Abigail Wood, praying for a pension for the revolutionary 
services of hee first husband, Luke Perkins, who was killed at 
the storming of Fort Griswold by the British, under the com- 
mand of the traitor Arnold, on the 6th September, 1751. The 
petiuon of Scephen Appleby, to be placed on the invalid pen- 
sion roll, ‘The pettuva of Daniel Pratt, for a pension as an 
invalid. Also additional papers relative to the petition of Ben- 
jamin and John Depuy, for pensions, } 

(Mr. Spencer presented the petition of Cephas L. Rockwood 
forrelief. Aliso the petition of Abial Stites and 49 others, for 
the rescinding the resolution of che 21st day of December last, 
laying petitions on the subject of slavery en the table. } 

{Mr. Baonson presented the following peutions, viz: Peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Jefferson county, New York, ask- 
ing foranappropriauon for the preservation and protection of 
the harbor at Sackets Harbor, New York: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Also, petition of 76 citizens of Jefferson 
county, praying the House of Representatives to rescind the 
resolution passed by them on the 2lst December, 1837, in rela- 
tion to petitions on the subject of slavery. Also, petiuon of 
Daniel Redfield, praying remuneration for the Joss of a vessel 
destroyed by the enemy, while in the service of the United 
States: referred to the Committee of Claims. Also, petition of 
sundry mariners and otheis, praying for an appropriation for 
the making a harbor at the mouth of Big Sandy Creek, in 
Jetferson county, New York. Also, petition of William Rut- 
field, for a pension ] 

(Mr. Grant presented the following petitions: The petition 
of 36 inhabitants of Oswegy, in the State of New York, praying 
an appropriation for the construction of asea wall and the im- 
provement of the harbor at Sackett’s Harbor, on Lake Ontario. 
The petison of 24 males and 13 females, students of the Oswego 
Rensselaer Academy, in Oswego county, New York, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas to the Union. Also, 
the petition of 47 males and 53 females of the town of Oswego, 
in said State, upon the same subject. The petition of 45 males 
and 55 females of Oswego, New York, praying for the imme- 
diate aboliuon ofslavery and the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia and in Florida. The petition of 95 inhabitants resid- 
ing on the shoresof Lake Ontario, in the State of New York, 
praying for the establishment »f a daily mail route from Os. 
wego to Sackett’s Harbor, via Seriba, New Haven, Port Onta- 
rio, and Lindseyville. Also, another of 30 inhabitants, for the 
same. Also, another of 33 inhabitants, for the same. Also, 
another of 15 inhabitants, for the same. Also, another of 14 in- 
habitants, for the same. Also, another of 65 inhabitants, for the 
same. Also, another of 38 inhabitants, for the same. Also, 
the petition of Milton Harmon and 172 other inhabitants of the 
village of Oswego, in the State of New York, praying an in- 
quiry into the expediency of repairing and arming the military 
positions at Oswego; which was ordered to be printed, and its 
consideration postponed till Monday next, } 

(Mr. BickNELL presented the petiuon from Samuel 8. 
Sayles, of Madison county, New York, praying compensation 
for services rendered the United States in the Navy: referred 
t&the Committee of Claims. Petition froma 17 electors of the 
town of Torence, Madison county, New York, against the an- 





nexation of Texas to the United States, and moved i 
petition to the Committee of Foreign Afiairs: laid = a 
On motion of Mr. BickneELL, the papers on file in the case of 
Coffin Tanborn, asking for a pension, was taken from the fi! y 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. } _ 

(Mr. Cuuips presented the following petitions; P 
ing the abolitien of slavery and slave trade in the D 
lumbia, signed by 345 females of the town of 
York, Petition of 99 citizens of Riga, New York 
gress to repeal the resolution of the 2lst o 
moved its reference to a select committee. 
from Riga, New York, praying the abolition of slavery ‘and 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, signed by 168 persons 
Petition of 700 females of the city of Rochester, praying the 
abolition of slavery and slave trade in the Territories of the Ur i. 
ted States. The memorial of Jesse Torry, in relation ae 
currency of the United Staies. Petition for the improvement 
of Allegany river.] ‘ 

(Mr. Siptey presented the following petitioi.s: Petition of 85 
citizens of the county of Ontario, New York, for the construc. 
tion of a ship canal round the Falls of Niagara: referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the bill for that purpose. Petition 
of Susanna Hoagland fer a pension: referred to Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. Petition of John Fi-her of Naples 
New York, for a pension: referred to Committee on Revolu. 
tionary Pensions. Petition of 76 legal voters and 35 females o} 
the county of Ontario, New York, for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia: laid on the table, under Mr. Parron’s 
resolution. Remonstraace of 39 males and 20 females of East 
Bloomfield, New York, against the admission of any new State 
into the Union by whose Constitution slavery is twicraied: like 
disposition. Remonstrance of 76 legal voters and 43 females of 
the same county, against the admission of Texas into the Union: 
Mr. S. moved the reference of this petition to a select commit 
tee: laid on the table. Petition of 122 females of the town of 
Farmington, New York, for the rescinding of the resolution 
adopted by the House of Representatives on Dec. 21, 1837, in 
relation to slavery, &c. Petition of 67 legal voters of Geneva 
New York, for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the Territories ofthe United States. Petition of 64 legal voiers 
of the same place for the regulation of commerce so as to pie- 
vent the domestic slave trade, &c. Petition of 71 legal voters 
of the same place for the rescinding of Mr. Parron’s resolu 
tion. Remonstrance of69 legal voters of the same place against 
the annexation oi Texas to the United States. Remonsirance 
of 74 legal voters of the same place against the admission of any 
new State whose Constitution tolerates slavery. On motion of 
Mr. 8. the petition of Wm. Wickham, for compensation for 
buildings destroyed by the enemy during the late war. with the 
accompanying papers, Was taken from the files, and referred io 
the Committee of Claims.] 

(Mr. BropuEap presented the petition of Thomas McEwan, 
of the county of Sullivan, New York, praying that a law may 
be passed to embrace the case of his mother for a pension for 
services rendered by his father as a soldier in the war of the 
Revolution: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. Petition of Israel Belknap, of the county of Orange, 
New York, praying that Congress will pass a law to pay 
to the heirs of John Belknap, for services rendered by him as 
an officer in the Revolutionary war, which he was entitled to 
under the resolution of Congress passed 22d of March, 1783, 
five years’ pay, instead of the half for lite: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

The petition of David Dickinson, of the county of Sullivan, 
New York, praying Congress to pass a law to authorize the Se. 
cretary of the Treasury to pay to him the reward of eighty col- 
lars, together with the interest, for services rendered by him in 
the war of the Revolution asa soldier, agreeably to a resolution 
of Congress, passed May 15th, 1778: referred vo the Commitiee 
of Claims. The petition of Maria Hornbeck, of the county of 
Ulster, New York, praying fer a pension, and thata law may be 
passed to embrace her Case: referred to the Committee on Re- 

SJaima, together with the papers on file. ] 
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(Mr. Curtis presented the petiuon of Hubbard and Casey of 
New York, and others, dealers in hardware, praying for a re- 
peal of the 10:h and 12th clauses of the 2d section of the act of 
July, 1832, to alter and amend the several acts, imposing 
duties on imports. The petition of Sarah Davis, widow ot! 
Edward E. Davis, 2 Revolutionary soldier, praying for a pen- 
sion. The petition of Alice Wyckoff, fora pension. The pe- 
tition of Herman Harris, for return of penalty, incurred by an 
alleged violation of the revenue laws of the United States 

He also presented the petition of 465 inhabitants, 262 citizens, 
and 4,136 women, of the city of New York, for the abolition of 
slavery and the siave trade in the District of Columbia, 4U2 
inhabitants, 3,536 women, and 190 citizens, for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the Territorics ; 4,042 women, 458 
inhabitants, and 259 citizens, against the admission of a new 
slaveholding State into the Union ; 3,896 women, 456 inhabitants, 
and 44 citizens, for the prohibition of the domesiic slave trade ; 
38 women, 347 inhabitants, and 107 citizens, against the annexa 
tion of Texas; 120 inhabitants of Franklin, in the State of New 
York, against the annexation of Texas; 17 men of Weston, 
655 women, 212 citizens, and 8 voters of Westchester county, 
75 Methodist ministers of Genessee Conference, 150 voters of 
Fiskville, Dutchess county, 31 men of Ulster county, and 30 
members of the Methodist Conference, against the annexation 
of Texas; 79 women of Hadley, and forty-seven women cf 
Milton, fer abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia ; 
23 citizens of Ulster county, 79 ministers, and 25 members, Ge- 
nessee conference, of Erie county, for the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia; 46 women of 
Milton county, 82 ministers, Genessee conference, and 17 citi- 
zens of Ulster county, for the prohibition of the internal s!ave 
trade ; 51 women of Milton county, 20 citizens of Ulster coun- 
ty, 86 ministers, and 25 members, Genessee conference, of Erie 
county, for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
Territories; 49 women of Milton county, and 80 ministers, 
Genessee Cunference, against the admission of any new slave 
State into the Union; 71 ministers of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, Me. and 93 ministers of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
N. H. forthe abolition of slavery and the slave trade in D. of C.; 
79 ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, (Me.) 92 mi- 
nisters of the Methodist Episcopal Church, (N. H.) and 34 
women of Jersey City, for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the Territories; 11 men of Jersey City, against 
the aunexation of Texas; 36 women of Jersey City, for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia; 19 menof Jersey City, against the admission of any new 
slave State ; 38 citizens and 108 women of Middlebury county, 
nie the annexation of Texas ; 28 citizens and 110 women of 

iddjebury county, for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
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trade in the District of Columbia. Also the petision of 
64 women ef New Haven, Connecticut, and 64 do, against the 
annexation of Texas tothe Uniied Siates; 50 women of New 
Haven, Connecticut, and 50 do. againsithe abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia; 30 citizens of 
the United States against the annexation of Texas to the United 
States; 172 men of Ulster county, New York, and 78 women do. 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia; 46 men of Uister county, New York, and 27 women 
do. for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
aad Territories; 81 men of Ulster county, New York, and 40 
women, do. against the admissiou of any new State whose con- 
stijution sanctions slavery; 76 men of Ulster county, New York, 
and4t women do. for the prohibition of the internal slave 
trade; 873 men of Westchester county, New York, and 878 wo- 
men do. fur the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
Territories and District of Columbia; 8S7 men of Westchester 
ceunty, New York, for the prohibition of interual slave trade; 
821 men of Westchester county, New York, against the admis- 
sion of any new State whose constitution sanctions slavery. } 

Messrs. FRY, POTTER, 8. W. MORRIS, MCKENNAN, 
NENRY, POTTS, NAYLOR, PLUMER, WAGENER, DAR. 
LINGTON, TOLAND, BIDDLE, PETRIKEN, SHEFFER, 
and OGLE of Pennsylvania. 

(Mr. 8. W. Moras presented a petition for a post route “from 
Forest Lake, Post Office, in the county of Susquehanna, Penn- 
sylvania, by Choconut creek, to Union Post Office, in the 
county of Broome, New York:’’ referred to the Committee of 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Petitien from citizens of 
McKean county, Pennsylvania, for the improvement of the Al- 
leghany river between Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and Olean in 
New York: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. } 

(Mr. PLumeEr presented a memorial praying for an appro- 
priation for improving the navigation of the Alleghany river 
from Pittsburg to Olean, New York: referred to the Committee 
en Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. Also, sundry 
memorials o/ citizensof Pennsylvania and New York, praying 
for an appropriation for building a wharf or pier near the 
mouth of Twenty Mile creek, on Lake Erie: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, Also, sundry petitions for an appro- 
priation for the construction of a harbor at the mouth of Eik 
creek, on Lake Erie’ referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Also, a petition of the citizens of Erie, for changing the name of 
tie port of Presque Isle to that of Erie: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. Also,a petition for the establishment ofa 
mail route from Butler to Tianesta, by the way of Shippenville 
and Fetzer’s Mills: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. Also, the petition of Stephen Olney, a Revo- 
lutionary officer, fora pension: referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Pensions. Also, resolutions of the Pennsylvania 
Legislature, relating to the construction of a national road from 
the Cumberlind road to the harbor of Erie.] 

{Mr. SHerrsr presented the memorial of Abraham Crook 
and 24 other citizens of Adams county, Pa. remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union: moved that the 
same be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Also, 
the petition of Martha G. Pearsou, and 28 other women of the 
same county and State, praying for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trate in the District of Columbia, and Territories of 
the U.ited States. Also, the memorialof William P. Cunning- 
ham, and 25 others, of the city of Philadelphia, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union: moved that the 
same be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Also, 
the petition and documentary evidence of Lieutenant W. Scott 
Ketchum, setting forth that in his capacity of Assistant Com- 
missary of Subsistence, his trunk was robbed at Camp Sabine, 
Louisiana, o! five hundred and twelve dollars and eighty-six 
cents of public moneys, and prays for relief: moved that the 
same be referred to the Committee of Claims ] 

{Mr. Henny of Pennsylvania presented six several petitions, 
signed by a large number of the citizens of Mercer county, 
praying for a mail route from New Castle, through Pulaski, 
Sheroa, Clarksville, and West Greenville, in Mercer county, to 
Meadville, in Crawford county, twice a week: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | Also, the 
petition of a number of the citizens of the same county, for,a 
mail route from the borough of New Castle, by the way of 
Easibrok, to Hlarlinsburg: referred to same committee. Also, 
the petition of Sl cilizens of the counties of Mercer and Bea- 
ver, Pa. praying that a resolution passed by the present Con- 
gress abridging the right of petiuion, be reconsidered and re- 
voked: moved to be referred to a select committee; on motion, 
laid on the table. Also, certain resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, requesting their Senators and 
Representatives in Congress to vote for and use their exertions 
for the passage of a law authorizing the construgtion of a 
McAdemized road from the National road, at some point west 
of the Laurel Hill, by way of Pittsburg and Meadville, to the 
harbor at Ecie, and to appropriate a sufficient sum out of the 
United States Treasury for the immediate commencement and 
completion of the same: referred to the Committee on Roads 
aid Canals } 

Mr. MILLIGAN of Delaware. 

Messrs, McKIM, PEARCE, JENIFER, THOMAS, WORTH- 
INGTON, and HOWARD of Maryland. 

{Mr. McKim, on leave, made a brief statement in relation to 
the accounts of Mr. McCulloch, late colleator at Baltimore. 
From a document that had been laid on the tables of the mem- 
bers, an: of which a large extra impression had been ordered, 
containing a return of defaulters to the Government, that gen- 
tleman had been represented asa defaulter to the amountof 
$14,753 34. Mr. McK. held a receipt in his hand, dated the 
first of June, 1837, more than covering the amount to which 
that gentleman was indebted, and the payment of which was 
acknow!edged by the Treasury Department on the third of June. 
Mr. McK. read the receipt to the House, and demonstrated, 
that it over paid the amount due by Mr. McCulloch, between 
fifty and sixty dollars. 

Mr. McK. added that he imputed no design to misrepresent 
oithe partof the Treasury Department, or to impugn the me- 
mory ofthe deceased, because the document had probably been 
prepared in pursuance of the forms of office, but it had so turn- 
ed out, that he had been represented as a defaulter, when 
there was actually a balance due to him.] 

Messrs. WISE, ROBEBTZON, DROMGOOLE, GAR- 
LAND, PENNY BACKER, MERCER, MORGAN, BEIRNE, 
MASON, COLES, CRAIG, and HOPKINS, of Virginia. 

Messrs. GRAHAM, SAWYER, A. H. SHEPHERD, C. 
SHEPARD, WILLIAMS, and McKAY, of Nor’h Carolina. 

{Mr. McKay presented petitions from the inhabitants of the 
town of Wilmington, fora mail route from Weldon, on the 


Roanoke, to Halifax, thence to or near Enfiekl, Waynesboro, 

South Washington, to Wilmington, and thence to Charleston, 

South Carolina. From A. Bryan and others, asking an appro- 
riation for placing buoys at the mouth of Shaliotte river. 
ree} Samuel Potter and James Cassidy. From William Haw- 
ins. 

Messrs. GRIFFIN, CLOWNEY, ELLMORF, and LE- 
GARE, of South Carolina. 

Messrs. OWENS, HAYNES, and DAWSON, of Georgia. 

{Mr. Owens presented the memorial of Mayor and Alier- 
men of the city of Savannah, praying retrocession of Fort 
Wayne to the said city: referred to Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. Memorial ofcitizens of Savannah, praying the erection 
of a custom-house in said city: referred to Committee on Com 
merce. Memorial of citizens of Savannah in relation to the 
salary of coliector at said city: referred to Committee on Com- 
merce. Memorial in relation to duty on rough rice, imported 
into and exported from the United States: reterred to Comnmit- 
tee on Commerce. Memorial in relation to erection of a beacon 
at Black Beard Island, State of Georgia. ] 

(Mr. Dawson presented the following petitions: One in be- 
half of Major General Daniel Newman, of the State of Geor- 
gia, asking certain arrearages due him from the General Go- 
vernment for services, etc.; one from the citizens uf the coun. 
ties of E)bert, Franklin and Madison, in the State of Georzia, 
asking of Congress the establishment of certain post routes and 
post offices ; a remonstrance from a large, intelligent, and re- 
spectable portion of the citizens of the city of Macon, in the 
State of Georgia, against the passage of the bili pow- pending 
before Congress, known as the “Intersational Copy-right | iw;”’ 
anda petition in beiaif of the citizens of Hali and Haber 
sham counties, in the State of Georgia, asking the establish- 
ment of stage routes between Danville and Clarksville, in said 
counties. ] 

Messrs. UNDERWOOD, GRAVES, SOUTIIGATE, and 
WILLIAMS, of Kentucky. 

Messrs. the SPEAKER, MAURY, STONE, CROCKETT, 
McCLELLAN, WILLIAMS, CARTER, CHEATHAM, BELL, 
SHIELDS, and CAMPBELL, of Tennessee. 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, DUNCAN, HARPER, ALLEN, 
RIDGWAY, MORRIS. CHANEY, CORWIN, COFFIN, 
SHEPLOR, LEADBETTER, and GOODE, of Ohio. 

(Mr. Harper presented the petition of John Wiley, and six 
hundred and fifty-one other male citizens of the county of Lick- 
ing. Onio, and of Sarah Powers, and three hundred and forty- 
four other females, remonstrating against the aunexaion of 
Texas to the United States. Also, the petition of Martha Gil- 
lispie, and eleven other citizens of the county of Muskingum, 
preying forthe abolition of slavery in the Distrirt of Colum- 
bia. Also, the petition of sundry persons of Licking county, 
Ohio, sufferers and heirs of the sufferers by the massacre of 
Wycoming, praying for relief. Also, the petitions of sundry 
inhabitants of the counties of Muskingum and Licking, Ohio, 
praying for the establishment of a semi-week!y mail from 
Nashport, in Muskingum county, via Perrytown and Fal!s- 
berry, in Licking county, to Martinsburg, in the county of 
Knox. Also, the petitions of sundry inhab tants of the counties 
of Muskingum and Coshocton, praying for the es'ab!ishment 
of a mailroute from Zanesville, via Samuel Beaver’s, Gorge 
Smith’s, and John G, Pigman’s, to Coshocton, in the county of 
Coshocton. On motion, Ordered, That the pe'ttion of Robert 
Fulton, and the accompanying documents, be reierred to the 
Committee of Claims. Ordered, That the papers ot Samuel 
Hall, on the files of this House, praying for a pension, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also. re petition 
of G.P. Bancroft, amd 185 other legal voters of the county of 
Licking, praying this House to rescind the reso! ution of the 21st 
of December last. Also, the petition of A. M. Lewis, and 34 
male citizens of the county of Muskingum, Ohio, praying this 
House to rescind its resolution of the 2lst December last.] 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana. 

Messrs. HEROD, GRAHAM, RARIDEN, DUNN, WHITE, 
and EWING, of Indiana. 

(Mr. RaripEN presented the petition of the citizens of In- 
diana and Ohio for a mail route from Centreville, Tudiana, via 
Philometh, Brownsville, &c. to Cincinnati: referred ts the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The petition of 210 
citizens of Steuben county, praying the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. The petition of citizens of Wayne 
county, Indiana, against the annexation of Texas, and for the 
abolition of the domestic slave trade. The petition of citizens 
of Steuben and De Kalb counties, for a mati route from De- 
fiance, Ohio, to Mangoqunow, Lagrange county, Indiana. The 
petition of citizens of Wayne county, Indiana, against he ad- 
mission of any new slave State into the Union = ‘The petition of 
the citizens of Goshen, Indiana, for certain mail facili ies. | 

[Mr. Wuirs presented the petition of Char'es W. Smith and 
others, citizens of Indiana, fora mail route on the east side of 
the Wabash river, from Terre Haute to Covington: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roals. Memorial 
of James McDonald and others, citizens of Warren county, In 
diana, praying the improvement of the Maumee river below the 
Rapids: referred tothe Committeeon Roads and Canals. Peti- 
tion offsaa¢ W. Taylor, of Fountain county, Indiana, (a pen- 
sioner) for back pay: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. Claim of David Powers, of Montgomery county, fdiana, 
fur compensation for a horse lost in the Black Hawk war: re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. Petition of Abraham Stiff, 
of Vermilion county, Indiana, praying Congress 'o authorize 
the issuing of scrip on a bounty land warrant heli! by him: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. Petition of the citi- 
zens of Goshen and its vicinity, fora mail route (tri-weekly) 
from Logansport, Indiana, to White Pigeon, Michigan, via Lees- 
burg, Milford, Goshen, and Middlebury: teferred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Petition of the citizens 
of Leesburg and vicinity, for same object: samereference. Pe- 
tition of the citizens of Middiebury and its vicini'y, for caine 
object: same reference. ] 

Mr. CASEY of Illinois, 

(Mr. Casgy presented the petition of Levi Compton, pray- 
ing the right of pre-emption to aceitain tractof land. Also, a 
preamble and resolution of the Trustees of the Paris Semina- 
ry, in Illinois, asking the donation of a section of Jani for the 
use of sail seminary: referrel to the Committee on Pub'ic 
Lands. Also, the petition of a convention of the peoale of 
Kane county, Minois, praying a grant of land to improve the 
navigation of Fox river: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. Also, a petition of a number of the citizens of the 
northern part of Illinois, praying the passage of a pre-empt‘on 
law: referred to the Committee of the whole House, to which 
the pre-emption bill was referred. Also, the petition of J. R. 








Allen, prayint compensation for a horse lost in the military set 
vice of the United States: referred to the Commuttee on Claims 
Also, sundry pettions for mail routes in Miinois; which wee 
referred tothe Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Messrs. LEWIS, CHAPMAN, LYON, and LAWLER ot 
Alabama. 

(Mr. CHAPMAN presented a memorial of the Legislature ot 
Alabama, asking that the right of pre-emptien at the Govert 
ment price may be granted to settlers on the public lands, sn 
especially those who reside on the lands lately acquired fron 
the Cherokee Indians. Also, that the price of lands that have 
been offered, and remain unsold, may be graduated and re 
duced; and that such as will not sell at the reduced price, roxy 
be granted to the States; that the unproductive 16th sections may 
be relinquished, and other lands entered for the same objeci 
Mr. C. also introduced the memorial of the same Legislature 
asking a further appropriation to complete the improvements 
commenced at the Muscle and Colbert Shoals, on the ‘Tennessee 
river, according to the original plan. Mr. C, presented the po 
pers in relation to the claim of John Lowrey, for services yo 
dered as attorney forthe Cherokee Inilians. "Phe petition o: 
citizens of Cherokee county, Alabama, asking pre-emption 
rights (o settlers on the public lands, and the establishment of a 
land district in the county acquired from the Cherokees. The 
petition of William West, and other citizens of Cherokee 
county, Alabama, in his behalf, asking compensation for€a 
horse he lost while a soldier in the late Creek war. The ya 
pers in relation to the claim of Wm. Wilson, of Jackson county, 
Alabama, for a pension as a soldier ofthe Revoiution. The pe 
ution of certain citizens of Cherokee county, Alabama, esking a 
grant of land to Robert Bell and B. Thompson, to include some 
valuable mills they have erected of great public utility on Cha- 
tooga river. The petition of citizens of Cherokee county, 
Alabama, praying that the mail route from La Fayette, Walker 
county, Georgia, may pass by Hopkinsville, Chattooga Old 
Tewn, keeping in Chattooga Valley, and crossing Chattoega 
river at Scraper’s Ford to Cherokee Court House, Alabama } 

Messrs. MILLER and HARRISON of Missouri. 

(Mr. Mutier presented sundry memorials, to wit: a joint me 
morial of the Legislature, asking that a Superintendency of in 
dian Affairs may be established near the western frontier of the 
State of Missouri; and, also, that adequate protection be al- 
forded to that frontier: moved that so much ofeaid memorial as 
rejates to the defence of the frontier, be referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs, and that relating to a Superin 
dency of Indian Affairs, be referred to the Commitice on Ladin 
Affairs, and printed Also, ajoint memorial from ihesame, asking 
the passage of a law, providing that certain field notes be tur 
nished the purchasers of the public land free of expense: rr 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. Also, a joint me 
moriai from the same, asking an aj prepriation for the removal 
of obstructions at the mouth of Des Moines river, aad tor the 
improvement of the navigation a few miles up Uat river: rr 
ferred tothe Committee on Roads and Canals.  Alse, a Joint 
memoria! from the same, asking the passage of a law granurg 
the right of pre-emption to citizens of Missouri in certain Case 
referred tothe Committee on Public Lands. Also a joint m: 
morial from the same, asking the passage ofa law, creating a 
new land district inthe northwestern part of the State of Mis 
souri: referred to the Committee on Public Landa. = Also. a 
joint memorial from the same, asking an appropriation ly Cov - 
gress, for the improvement of the navigation of Setth Grand 
river, from the western boundary of Missouri to Fort Gibson 
on the Arkansas rivcr: referred to the Commitiee on Roads and 
Canals. 

All the above memorials ofthe Legislature of Missouri were 
erdered to be printed. 

Mr. M. also presented sundry petitions, viz: The petition of 
Robert W. Gale and others, praying Congress to grant such 
aid as may be deemed equitable and just, for the promotion of 
science and education, to the Western Academy at Boonville, 
Missouri: referred. Also, the petition of Witham ©, Ranne) 
and others, of Missouri, praying the establishment of a@ post 
route in Stoddard county, Missouri, from Bloomfield to Marun 
M. Woods’s, in Weat Prairie, in said county: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the peti 
tion of William Nicholas, of Missouri, praying Congrees to 
grant him compensation tor two horses lost by of etolen from 
him by hosule Salions whilst in the service of the United States, 
inf Captain Audrain’s company of tangers, inthe year Is14 
relerred to the Committee of Claims. Also, the peution of 
Samuel Murray and others, praying Congress to grant the right 
of way through the public lands in the State of Missouri, to 
the St. Louis and Bellevue Minera! railroad company: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. Also, the petition of A 
Wheeler and others, praying Congress to establish a mail route 
from Van Buren, in Ripley county, Missouri, through the rich 
lands on Eleven Point, to Charles [fuddleston’s, thence to Izard 
court-house, in the State of Arkansas. Also, the petition otf 
Woodburne Potter, of Missouri, praying Congress to grant him 
compensation for services rendered the United States in tho 
year 1837. Also, the petition of Alfred Skinner, of Missouri 
praying Congress to pass a law confirming to him a ceriain 
tract of |and therein mentioned: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. Also, the petition of Samuel Moseey. of 
Missouri, and Thomas James, of O'sio, praying Congress to 
pass a law authorizing them to enter certain lands in the State 
of Missouri, at $1 25 per acre: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. Also, the petiticn of Jean Bt. Taille, of Mi 
souri, praying Congress to pass a liw granting back pension 
for a period of time therein mentioned: referred to the Cominit 
tee on Invalid Pensions. Alzo, the petition of John Turner, 
of Missouri, praying the passage of a law by Congress granting 
him compensation for two h-rses stolen from him by See and 
Fox Indians in the year 1812: referred to the Coramitree on 
Indian Affairs. Also, the petition of the heirs of James Wat 
son, of Missoun, praying Congress to pass aaw granting cou 
pénsation for a horse stolen from James Watson, deceased, by 
Sac and Fox Indians, in 181°: referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. Also, the petition of the heirs of Joshua Bishop, 
of Missouri, praying Congress to pars a Jaw granting thei 
compensation for two horses atolen from Joshua Bishop, de- 
ceased, by Sac and Fox Indians, in the year 1812. referred to the 
Comniittee on Indian Affairs.} B ; 

{Mr. Harrison presented the following petitions and memo- 
rials: Petition of James Duncan, for a pension. Petiion of 
Fliza A. Potter, widow of Nathaniel Porer, deceased, praying 
that the amount of money of which her deceased husband 
was robbed while postmaster at Frariklin, Miesouii, and which 
he had to account for, may be revurned to her. Petision of 

James B. Mills, asking compensation tor wood, furnished Port 
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Leavenworth under contract with the deputy quartermaster at 
nat place. Petition of Thomas P. Copes, asking that he 
may be allowed to re-locaie a New Madrid claim covered by a 
confirmed Spanish grant. Petitions of Jimes Journey, askirg 
the e rrnation of a grant of land made to him by the Spanish 
Government. Petition of sundry ciuzensio a mail route from 
Jetferson City, Cole county, to the town of California, in the 
game county. Petition of the trustees of the town of St. Charles, 
asking that auch claims as have been confirmed within the 
commons of St, Charies, may be located elaewhere, upon any 
lands liable to entry at private sale. Petition of Julia Soulard 
au‘! others, asking an appropriation to cover the Costs of a suit 
which accrued under the act of 1824, allowing these holding 
old French and Spanish claims, to file a petition tor the same 
in the district court of the United Siates for the State of Mis. 
sourl. Memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, asking a draw 
back of duties to those engaged in the Santa Fe trade. Memo- 
rialasking that the amount of money collected by rents from 
the lead mines in Missourt, may be returned to the counties re- 
spectively in. which the lead was obtained, for scliool purposes. 
Memoria! asking for a continuation of the Northern boundary 
line of Missourt to the Mississippi river. Memorial asking a 
further extension of the laws granting pre-empuon rights 
Petition asking that the counties of Saline, Pettis, and Benton 
be annexed to the Lexington Land District. Also, a resoluuonin 
structing the Committee on Private Land Claims to inquire 
info the expediency of providing for the issuing of a patent 
for a certain tract of land to the legal representatives of Gregorie 
Sarpy. Memorialof Richard B. Alexander, of the District of 
Columbia, praying Congress inay direct the Secretary of Wat 
to cause to be examined and surveyed, certain property of his 
in the Districtof Columbia, for the purpose of selecting the 
same, as a suitable site for either a national foundry, ora pow- 
der magazine. Petition of Harrison Snead, a soldier of the 
late war, praying that he may be allowed to enter other lands 
in tiew of his military bounty tract, represented as being worth 
jess, Petition of Pierre Parladi and Charles Lamarche, praying 
remuneration for depredations committed upon their property 
by the United States Rangers. Petition of William White, (a 
free person of color,) praying to be placed on the pension list, 
on accountof a wound received ina battle with the Indians. 
P.tiuion of Rene Trudeau, praying the confirmation of a grant 
of land from the Spanish Government. Memorial of the Le 
gislature of Missouri, asking pay for certain volunteers called 
into service from the State of Missouri. Petition of Francis 
Obuchon, praying that he may be a!lowed to locate upon any of 
the public landa, liable to private entry, the balance ofa Spanish 
grant, which could not be located for the want of sufficient 
yoblic lands adjacentto the original grant. Petition of Samuel 
Ma sey » 1d Thomas James, praying that they may be allowed 
the privilege of entering a portion of the public lands adjacent 
to their iron workes, atthe niinimum price at which the public 
landa are sold. Petition of sundry citizens, praying the esta- 
bis'iment of a mail route from Lexington, in Latayette county, 
to Harrisonville, in Van Buren county Petition of James 
Duncan, praying to be placed on the pension list. Also, pre- 
sented a correspondence on the subjectof the protection ne- 
cessary to the western fronuer of Missouri and Arkansas. ] 

Mr. YELL of Arkansas 

{Mr. YELt presented the petion of John Lee of Arkansas, 
praying torthe payment ofa horse lost in the service of the 
Unite! States: referred to Committee of Claims. On motiou, 
referred tothe Committee on Roads and Canals, the report of 
he engineer Who examined White and Black rivers, in Arkan- 
sas, wader an order of the War Department. } 

Mr. CRARY of Michigan 

(Mr. Crary presented a petition for a mail route from Mt 
Clemens to Belvidere; for a mail route from Marshallto Alle 





gan; fora mail route from Grandvi to Porn lon; for a 
mail route from Flint to Lapeer: for a No rou irom Lo- 
gansport to White Pigeon; and for a mai! route fiom Marshall 
to Fort Wayne; also, a petition for the improvement of the har 
bor at Mackinac; tor the improvement of the harbor ac the 
mouth of Pigeon Creek; for the improvement of the harbor at 
Brest; and for the improvement of the harbor at N Butlalo 
Also, a petition of (23 inhabitants of Kent: county, uinst the 
annexation of Texas to the Union; of DY inhabita ft Ca in 


county, on the same eubject, and a like peuuion from sundry 
citizens of Livingston county; a petition of 37 citizens of Kent 
county for the abolition ofslavery in the District of Coluimbia, 
and a like petition from certain inhabitants of Livingston coun 
ty; a petinon of 40 citizens of Kent county agaiost the admis- 
sion ofa new State into the Union with a Constitution tolerat- 
ing slavery: alike petiiion from Livingston county; also, a pe- 
tition from Livingsion county in favor of a prohibition of the 
giave trade between the States. A joint resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Michigan in favor of a law providing for 
the reduction of the price of the unsold lands within the States; 
that the same be sold in limited quantities, and to actual set 
tiers. A like junt resoluvion in favor of impreving the harbor 
at the mouth of Clinton river, and constructing a light-house on 
Huron Point; for iaproving the harbor, and constructing a 
light-bouse at the mouth of the Kalamaz o river; of improving 
the harbor, and constructing a light house at the mouth of the 
river Raisin; and of improving the harbor at the mouth of 
Grand river, and the navigation of Flint mver. A like joint re- 
solution in favor of an appropriation for the construction of a 
harbor at New Buffalo, and for the completion ofthe harbor at 
the mouth of the river St. Joxenh. A like joint resolution for 
the construction ofa harbor at Brest; at the mouth of South 
Black river; at the mouth of North Black river; ofa harbor at 
Mickinac; for removing the bars in Lake George; tor building 
a light-house at Brest, at New Buffalo, at the mouth «f the river 
St. Mary. and for a beacon light at Mackinac. A like joint re- 
solution for an appropriation for improving the harbor at the 
mouth of Clinton river, at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river, 
aad for a survey of the flats at the mow h of the St. Clair river. | 
Mr. JONES of Wisconsin 
(Mr. Jones presented the following: A memorial to Congress 
for the passage of apre empiuion law A memorial to Congress 
for an appropriation for building larbors, A petition praying 
for the rightof pre-emption. A petition of Joha H. Sallivan 
and Adrian H. Davenport and oibers, praying for the right of 
preemption. A mem or -lofthe Legislative Assembly of Wis 
consin, praying for the impravement of the Picketonica river 
A petition for a post ronte in Wiscousia Territory. A resolu. 
tion of the Legislative Ass m'ily of Wisconsin Territory, on the 
subject of a new land disirict including Martison city. A peti- 
tion of the eitizene of Bloomington, Wisconsin ‘Territory, pray- 
1og for the me of aspecial pre emption law for their bene- 
fit. A petition of the citizens of Belleview, Wisconsin Terri- 








Lake Michigan, to some point on the Mississippi river, in said 
Territory; also, a memorial for the relief of Major Jeremiah 
Smith, for the destruction of his house by fire whilst the Legisla- 
tive Assembly was in session init. The petition of John Davis, 
who prays for a pension as an invalid.] 

Mesars. NOYES and EVANS, of Maine. 

Messrs. CUSHMAN and WILLIAMS, of New Hampshire. 

Mr. SLADE, of Vermont 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned, at 5} o’clock. 





IN SENATE, 
WepbNespay, February 14, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated two reports from the Treasury 
Department, transmitting, in compliance with the provisions 
of the act of the 6th February, 1835, providing for the final 
adjustment of Jand claims in Lonisiava, a report from the 
register and receiver of the land office at Ouchita, Louisiana 
and a report from the register and receiver of the land effice at 
New Orleans, on the several claims brougnt before them re- 
spectively: referred, with the accompanying papers, to the 
Committee on Private Land Claime. 

Mr. WHITE presented a communication from the War 
Department, with a report from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, relative to the Indian agents; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Peonsylvania, remonstrating against the admission of Texas 
into the Union: laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which the subject had been referred by a resolution of the Se- 
nate, reported a bill to settle the construction of the act regula- 
ting the pay of the paymasters in the army of the United Siates: 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr LINN, fromthe Committee on [Private Land Claims, to 
which had been referred the petition of John Riley, made an 
unfavorable report thereon 

Mr. LYON presented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
country bordering on Grand river, in the State of Michigan, 
and from certain ship owners and masters of vessels on Lakes 
Erie, Huron, and Michigan, asking an appropriation for the 
construction of a pier and pter light, for the protection of com- 
merce at the mouth ofthat river. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to Inquire into the expedieiicy of establish- 
ing the following post routes in the State of Mississippi, te wit: 

Feom Ellisville via Paulding to Quitman. From Quitman 
to Washington couri-house, Alabama. From Columbus by 
Winstonville, Somerville, Philadelphia, and Dixon, to Hilisbo 
ro. From Madisonville by Densonville, Ludlow, and Hillsboro, 
to Carthage. From Heston by Granada and Middleton, to 
Louisville. From Pontotoc by Red Land, (Williams’s) to Hous- 
ton. Feom Chulahomo by Oak Hill and Castlesville, to Mem- 
plus, Tennessee 
lena, Arkat 
homa coun 
Lafayette Bellefontaine, to Greensboro. From Hardin 
court-house, Tennessee, by Nashobee, Jacinto, and Carroliville, 
to Pontotoc 


From Panola court-house by Peyton, to He- 
as. From Helena, Arkansas, by Powhatan, (Coa 
)to White river, Arkansas. From Starksville by 











From Kennedy’s Store, by Concord and Steen’s 
creek, to Brandon. From Aberdeen by Fulton to Jacinto. 
From Fulton to Russelville, Alabama. From Tuscumbia. Ala- 
bama, by Jacinto and Ripley to Holly Springs. Fiem Tusca 
loosa, Alabama, by Jamestown, Brooklyn, Mount Pleasant, 
Moga-lu-sha. to Hillsboro. From Greensboro by Graysport to 
Grenada. From Panola court-house by Sardinia, Oakland, 
Preston, and Troy; to Grenada F 
MISSOURT VOLUNTEERS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to the Senate the official reports of Col. Zacharie Taylor, of the 
First regimentof Infantry, commanding in the action of the 25:h 
of Degember last, with the Florida Indians, and giving an ac- 
count of that action re 

Mr. BENTON deemed it right to apprize the Senate of the 
vbject which he had in view in calling for an official commu- 
nication of the reports mentioned in the resolution. He had 

en these reports in the newspapers, and was of opinion that 

he Missourt volunteers, consututing a part of Col. Taylor's 
command in the action of the 3th of December, had been 
hardly treated, both in the action itself, and in the official 
reports Wh ch had been made of it. He had received no com. 
plaint from any of these volunteers on this subject; but he 
koew the men, and ho had seen how they had been treated, and 
was of opinion that they had been hardly dealt with, both in 
the action, and in the report of it. They had been put in the 
for*front of the battle, which was not their place in such an 








tory, praying the right of pre-emption may be granted to J. 
Bell for one quarter section of land. A petition of the citizens 
of Mount Pleasant, Wisconsin Territory, who pray for the pas- 
sace ofaspecial pre-emption law for their benefit. A petition 
for a post route from Southport to Geneva, in Wisconsin Ter- 
titory. A petition of Pierre Mevard and others, securities of 
Felix St. Vrain, deceased. A memorial for an appropriation 
for a road from Racine to the Mississippi. A memorial to 
Congress for an appropriation for building a road from South- 
port to Rock river. A memorial ofthe citizens of Milwaukee, 
fora grantof pro*eeds of the sales of lands on Fox river, for the 
improvement thereof. Petitien of citizens of Davenport and 
vicinity, in Wisconsin Territory, for the right of pre-empticn to 
the land on which that town is situated. Memorials of citizens 
of Milwaukee, for alight house at Kewaunee, and fora harbor 
at the same place. A memorial of the citizens of Milwaukee 
and its vicinity, forthe construction of aharbor at that place, 
and for an appropriation for the road from Chicaro to Green 
Bay. A memorial of the Lezislative Assembly}of Wisconsin 
Territory, praying for an addinional appropriation to complete 
the public buildings at the seat of Government of the Territory. 
Memorials from the Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, praying for an additional appropriation to complete the 
improvement in the navigation of the Mississippi river, at the 
Des Moines river and Rock river rapids; for a donation of two 
townshit.s of inundated lands in the Mississippi bottom, oppo- 
site to the town of Burlington, Wisconsin Territory, for the con- 
struction ofa road through the said bottom; that the right of 
citizenship may be extended over the Stockbridge Indians who 
reside on the east side of Lake Winneba7zo, in Wisconsin Terri- 
tory; for the construction of a road from Prairie du Chien to the 
northern Loundary of Missouri, on the west side of the Missis- 
sippi river, in said Territory; also, for a read from Racine. on 


attack as was then made; and they had been censured for mis. 
conduct, when applause, and not censure, was due to them 

It appears from the commander’s report, that the Incians, 
strongly posted, had waited an attack in a position where 
covered from view, they could deliver a deadly fire upon oy 
advancing line. It was clear that the first assailants must 
ceive adeadly fire. There were nine hundred troops present, 
of whom about two hundred were Missouri Vol: .1 i 
Spies, and the rest regulars. The Volunteers and Spies wer 
formed into a first line to make the attack; and of the reeulars, 
five hundred formed a second line in the rear of the volunteers 
and two hundred more formed a reserve, in the rear of the 
whole. In this disposition of the forces, it is clear that uh 
Volunteers had a desperate service assigned them. They y 
to go forward as a forlorn hope, to draw the fire of the hid« 
enemy, and to absorb their bullets. It was a service for reoy 
lars, and not for volunteers—for soldiers by profession, and jot 
for fathers of families and sons of farmers; it wasaservice fo) 
dieciplined troops, and not for citizens fresh from the plouch, 
who might have courage, but cou!d not have discipline. The 
error of putting forward wwe hundred such troops, on such a 
service, while five hundred regulars remained behind jn a 
secont line, andtwo hundred more were held baek as a reserve 
is manifest to every observer, and seems to assume the appear 
ance of «xposing citizens to the fate of a forlorn hope. 

Mr. B. was aware that volunteers were often sent forward to 
skirmish and to bring on anaction, but this was 1 1 case of 
skirmishing, but of attack upon the position and main bo 
of the enemy, lying in wait to deliver a deadiy fire upon the 
first assailants. 

The orders to the volunteers were to fall back if heavily pres 
sec, and to form in the rear of the second line. = They were so 
pressed. They lost the one-sixth of their number in a few n 
nutes, in killed and wounded, including their commander, an 
they fell back, some across the swamp, and employed then 
selves in taking care of their dead and wounded frends, and 
others to the rear of the second line, which they joined, and 
with which they continued to the end of the action. It is her 
that the error of the commander, in reporting this circum. 
stance, becomes apparent. No allowance is made for unis 
ciplined troops who had faced a terrible danger—who had 
their commander—who had suffered severely—who had thei; 
killed and wounded friends to take care of—whe had disere 
tionary orders to retreat—and who saw two hundred regulars 
idle as a reserve, while they themselves were urged back into 
the action. 

The commander, in his report, disparages them withour 
ficent regard to these circumstances. He bestows a separat: 
and distinctive praise upon the regular troops, which they we 
deserve, while the volunteers are blamed for “ breaking” and 
retreating to the “baggage,’’ and refusing to return ina “body 
tothe engagement. Now, as for breaking, it was seen t! 
they had discretionary orders to retreat, if heavily presse:! 
every retreat must become a breaking under such cir 
stances. None but veterans could have retreated in oy 
undersuch circumstances. As for going to the baggage, it 
certainly the place, and the only place, to which the woune 
could be carried to receive the relief and attention which they 
required. And as for not returning as a corps, itis quite ¢| 
there could be but a broken corps to return, after the ki! 
and wounded were deducted, and after the further deducti 
was mace of those who were necessary to bring off th 
killed and wounded, and to give them the attendance whi 
their suff-rings required. After these deductions were mad 
there could not be much of a corps to return; and of the ren 
nant left, it is stated in the official report that “ many” return. 
ed, not as an organized body, but individually, and in broke 
companies, and fought it out to the end, while two hundred re 
gulars, as a reserve, were only brought in at the close of th 
actten 

Mr. B. theught the rrorof the commanding officer in hi 
report, for he did not impute intentional injustice to him, wa 
in expecting from volunteers the steadiness and the discipli 
of regulars. 

The commanding officer takes, in the case of the Sixth Regi 
ment, the number of its killed and wounded for the criterion of 
its merit and suffering in the action. The test is a fair one, 
and exhibits that regiment, especially five companies of it, as 
having encountered death with the greatest steadiness It isa 
fair test; and let it be applied to all the troops, and then see how 
the Missourians will rank. The respective numbers and losses 
weie thus: the Sixth Regiment, about 220 in action and 75 
killed and wounded, being a loss of one third; the Fourth Regi 
ment, 2°4 strong, 22 killed and wounded, being a loss of one 
twelfth: gle First Regiment, 200 strong, and 4 wounded, bei 
a loss ofthe one-fiftieth; the Missouri Volunteers and Spies, 
226 in number, and 36 killed and wounded, being a loss of the 
one-sixth. According to this test, the Missouri Voluntee 
should rank number second on the roll of merit, instead of 
being put tothe botiom of the list, and then censured. B 
mere numbers will not show the relative merits and sufferings 
of the troops engaged. The element of time must be taken into 
the calculation, and then the merit of the Missourians rises to 
the first rank; for such was the intensity of the danger which 
they encountered, that they suffered their great loss in a few 
minutes, while the Sixth and Fourth Regiments were three 
hours in suffering theirs. This proves the cifference in the 
degree of danger which the two descriptions of troops encoun 
tered. 

Mr. B: said there was, in another part of the report, so:nething 
of praise mixed up with censure, with respect to these volun 
teers. They are said to have returned the enemy’s fire with 
spirit for a while, and to have done as well, or even better, than 
such a description of troops usually do. This bears a Ii!!! 
upon all volunteers, and, he thought, erroneously, seeing how 
often such troops had done honor totheircountry. The peop'e 
of the United States were constitutionally brave; and when the 
eccasion required it. and they had a fair chance, they would 
always show it. hev could not have discipline when fresh 
from their homes; and he thought the error of the reports to 
which he referred was iv not making allowances for the want of 
discipline in these extemporancous troops. : 

Mr. B. said he was under peculiar obligations to see that jus 
tice was done to these volunteers. They were his constituents, 
and hada right to look to him for a redress of their wroncs 
They were fathers of families, and sons of farmers, living com- 
fortably at home, and who had turned out at the call of the Go- 
verument, generous y and patriotically, to go an immense Cls- 
tance to serve their country. They had served it brave'y and 
faithfully, had suffered severely, and were entitled to applause 
instead of censure. He had seen them at the nioment of their 
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embarkation, when they left their homes, in October last, full 
of hopes and full of courage, and had promised them the exer- 
tion of ali his abilities to save them from every wrong, and to 
obtain for them every justice and every right to which they 
were entitled. With their brave and patriotic cx mmmander, 
Genera! Gentry, he had been in bonds of friendship for twenty 
years. He was with you, sit, (addressing the Vice President, 
Col. JoHNSON,) at the river Thames, and was one of the 
foremost iu the charge which you then led. He was 
a Major General in the militia of the State, but did not hesi- 
tate, at the call of the Government, to descend to the command 
of a Colonel, to raise a regiment by his own exertions, to lead it 
into battle, and to die atits head- He would not have com- 
jlained of his position, if he had survived that day. Noone of 
hia command has complained to me. As brave men, they have 
taken the post of danger without complaint, and have acqui- 
esced in the fate which the fortune of war has given them. 
They have asked nothing: but it is the place of their representa- 
tives here, an.levery where, to see that they have justice; and 
believing ,that they have been hardly reated both in the ac- 
tion and in the report of the action, 1 now call for the official 
communications, that such inquiries may be instituted as jus- 
tice may demand. 

Mr. B. said he had no object in view, but to defend the vo- 
lunteers of Missouri from censure. If they had not been cen- 
sured, he should not have moved in the subject. He had no in- 
tention to depreciate the merits and services of the officers and 
soldiers of the regular army engaged in Florida. He knew 
their service to be one of suffering, of hardship, of difficulty and 
of danger—a service in which every thing was to be suffered, 
and death encounteted, with little opportunity to add to their 
military fame. But they hadaddedtoit. They had shown 
a conrage and discipline which would do honor to any troops. 
They had done all that men could do. They have deserved 
well, and are now deserving well, from their country; and he 
trusted that their suffering and services would be remembered 
and appreciated by the Government and the country. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that he had not understood the re- 
port of Col. Taylor to cast any 1eflections on any troops en- 
gaged in the action of the 5th Dec. and particularly on the 
Missouri Volunteers. He wasbound by ail hissympathies and 
associations to entertain the strongest feelings tor the gallant 
volunteers of the West, and would be deeply pained to hear any 
Imputations castonthem. He must, however, do Col. Taylor, 
who was well known to him, the justice to say, that if he was 
supposed to have cast any imputations on the Missouri Volun- 
teers, he musthavedone it by inadvertence. A more brave, 
skilful, and determined soldier than Col. Taylor was not to be 
found in our service. 

Mr. BENTON said defence, and not attack, was his object. 
He had disclaimed that from the beginning. He knew Col. 
Taylor to bea brave and meritorious officer, but he was of opi- 
nion that he had dealt hardly by these volunteers. The place 
given them in the attack was that ofa forlorn hope, but of this 
he would not have complained, if they had not been censured, 
and, as it seemed to him, erroneously censured. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to furnish 
the Senate with a copy of the report of a survey of ihe harbor 
of City West, Ladiana, with a view to its improvement. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

Resolced, That the Committee on Fi-ance inquire into the 
propriety of so amending the law of 1830 as to allow States to 
Import railroad iron wholly duty free, where it is exclusively 
for State purposes. 

On motion of Mr. McKEAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revoluticnary Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making compensa 
tion to the heirs of Benjamin Harney, deceased, for services 
rendered the United States during the late war. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, on leave, introduced a bill supplementary 
to the act entitle | an act regulating processes inthe courts of 
the United States and providing compensation for the officers of 
said sourts, and for jurers and witnesses: read twice and refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the bill supplementary to the 
act concerning the Districtof Columbia was taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


The billto provide for the legal ‘adjudication and settlement 
ofa ¢laim to land granted by the Spanish Government to Julien 
Dubuque was taken up, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and after some remarks from Messrs. KING, LINN, 
and WHITE, it was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill to change the times 
of holding the circuit courts of the United States fog the 
ninth circuit was taken up; and after being amended, it was 
ordered to be engiossed for a third reading. 

The Senate resumed as the unfinished business, the conside- 
ration of the Independent Treasury bill; whea 


Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, rose and addressed the Senate 
for some considerable time, in favor of the bill, He deprecated 
the course pursued by those who were opposed te the measure, 
in denouncing it in adconee, before it had been discussed; and 
inferred, from the stand taken by them, that they either had no 
arguments ty offer against ix. or that they indulged a sovereign 
contempt for the understanding of the people. Mr. S. was of 
Opinion that sober reason was always best adapted for the 
American people, and when that was addressed to them, he 
never indulged a fear for the result. Mr. S. glanced at the op 
position of this measure as federal, and monopolizing in its ten- 
dency, and showed that the Federal party had, for the last forty 
years, been denouncing the Democracy of the country asealeu 
lated to ruia and degrade it. Notwithstanding all these denun- 
ciations, these fearful prophecies, said Mr. 3. the nation has 
grown in a manner unparalleled in history—while this pariy 
was always contending that the people were unfit to govern 
themseivcs, and would ruin the Republic, yet, from the old thir- 
teen, the Republic had increased to twenty-six States. This par- 
ty was always for the benefit of the people. it never considered 
itself, in any measure it recommended—ch no!—* the people, 
the dear people,” were their only consideration. When our 
hardy and gallant seamen were impressed and torn from tieir 
families and friends, this party said never mind this poor ret of 
miserable devils; would you endanver our property for the sake 
of such creatures? Yes, said Mr. 8. these very misera}le crea- 
tures, who afterwards won imperishable glory under the flag of 
their country, were ot worthy of consideration in their eyes; but 
would have been left to pine out their lives ia slavery and chains 
on board ef foreign ships, had not the Democracy of the nation 
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determined that the meanest of our citizens should not be sub-" 
jected to ignominy or oppression Then followed the embargo, 
When this same Federal party contended it was beiter to jet the 
British (ake our ships than they shouk! be permitted to rot at the 
wharves. Look te the war viet eisued, when the country was 
leeding at every pore, where was this Federal party then? 
Why denouncing their own Government, and declaring it to be 
wicked and immoral to celebrate our victories. Notwithstand- 
ing all this, the Democracy triumphed--the nation triumphed 
The election of Gen. Jackson, and the present President. were 
alike causes, in their opinion, for the overthrow of the Re pudtie, 
but it had then gone on to triumph, and would go on, and this 
very measnre before them, which was much more loudly de 
nounced than all others, would, also, be the means of enhaycing 
the true health and happiness of the nation. Mr. 8. went on un 
til a Jate hour, showing the danger of encouraging moneved mo- 
nepolies, In a Government like ours, and tie hazardous situa 
tion in which the Government migh: be placed, in trusting is 
funds to their keeping (Mr. S’s speech was able and argu- 
mentative, and, as soon as it can be written out, will oppear 
the columns of this paper.) 
On motion 
‘The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuuaspay, February 15, 1838, 
CHOCTAW TREATY. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, the House took up te following 
Senate bill, on its third reading, which had been postponed on 
Friday last, viz: 

“An act to amend an act entitled an act for the appointment 
of commissioners to adjust the claims to reservations of lands, 
under the Mth article of the treaty with the Choctaw Indians 
in 1850.” 

The bitl had been reported fro: the Indian Committee with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON moved its commitment to a Committ: of 
Whole, and made the order of the day for to-morvow, sta 
that he wished to amend it. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio hoped the gendeman would 
name some other than a private business day. 

Mr. BELL thought it better to suffer the bill to pass as it 
came from the Senate, as it would probably have the effect of 
spurring on the commissioners; and the time might afterwards 
be extended, if it was found necessary. He had no objection, 
however, to such an amendment as to exclude those Ini ians 
who had emigrated west of the Mississippi prior to the first of 
January, 1834, 

Mr. B. then proposed an amendment to that effect. 

Mr. DAWSON said this amendment did not remove his 
jection to the bill. 

Mr. BELL went into an explanation of the provisions of the 
treaty and the effect ofthe amendment, which would prevent 
any of the frauds alleged to have been attempted by bringing 
the western Indians back, and the purchase of their pretended 
claims by speculators. 

Mr. DAWSON said it had been over and over again asserted 
that many of those Indians had come back for the very pur- 
pose of making claims, which claims had been bought wp by 
combinations of speculators. 

Mr. BELL admitted there might be some who went on their 
own account, at their private expense, and net under the eon- 
duct of an officer of the Government, and under such 
stances lt was a question if these would not be « 
benefit. 

Mr. PARKER suggested a modification, to make the amend- 
ment general in its application, soasto apply to all whe emi: 
grated prior to the time stated. This, he thought, would re- 
move the objection of the gentleman trom Georgia 

Mr. BELL accepted this medification. 

Mr. HAYNES would put it to the gentieman from Ten- 
nessee, whether if the treaty secured tothe Choctaw Indians 
certain reservations, on certain conditions, one of which was, 
that they should remain in five years, but had emigrated sub- 
sequently, they could be deprived of their richts to reservations 
under the fourteenth article of the treaty by any action of «urs. 
He would not move to amend the amendment, but he would 
submit it to the gentleman from Tennessee, whether cases 
might not arise where this provision might act to the prejudice 
of these persons. 

Mr. BELL said, if there should exist any evidence of a cace 
alluded to by the gentlemen, though he knew of none, Con- 
gress would cheerfully gfant relief. There was, however, no 
reason to believe that any such case exisied, and not the 
slightest evidence of one had been exhibited 

Mr. OWENS did not doubt but that this bill was caiied for on 
the grounds stated by Mr. Beux the other day, but there was 
one provision of which he did not see the necessity. It was that 
authorizing the Commissionets to change their location or place 
of setting. 


Mr. PARKER explained the object of that provision to be, to 
save a great expense to the country, in consequence of a large 
number of the witnesses having removed to distant ;.otnts. 

Mr. LYON gave an additional reason. Many of the persons 
entitled to resei vations, being accorcing to the number of their 
children, viz: half a section for each child under ten year 
and a quarter section for each chald under that age. had remov- 
ed since the session, and the Commissionees, deeming it neces- 
sary that the children should be produced, this provision had 
been inserted to prevent the great inconvenience that would 
have resulted to the claimants themselves. 

Mr. OWENS expressed himself satisfied with the explonatien 

Mr. DAWSON stated the erounds of his opposition to this 
bill, under which the greatest frauds would be perpetcated. 
Trey were substantially as follows: 

It would involve the Government in an expen-e of some ten 
or fifteen millions of dollars to get itself out of the very difficuity 
in which this law would place it; and he would prove— 

First, that the census taken by Mr. Armstrong. the agent of 
this Government, showed that there were about !9 (000 Cnoctaw 
Indians resiling in the States of Mississippi and A'aboma, and 

at 15, WO of these had been removed at the expense of the 
Goverument, 

Next, that the agents of the Genera] Gavernment etnated that 
there were only eighty-one Indians entitled, under that 14‘) arti- 
cle of the treaty, to the reservation contemplated by it. 

He would then show that another gentleman who had been 
appointed, carried eut the number to 572 Indians. 

Further: he would show. from documents furnished by the 
Legislature of Mississippi, and the Indian Department at 
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WwW ashington, that there were now about 10,000 Cho taws i 
Misaiosippi, who claimed the right to reservations wider Ne Meh 
article, notwithstanding that 15,000 had emigrated 

And he would show that,on the 24% of January, ! 
well convinced was General Jackson that the erosaest fraud 
were about to be practised on the Government, fo an ext 
probably never known before in the histovy of this Governuier 
he put an end to the whole proceedings, and withdrew 
power from the agents to proceed any further therein 

On these heads Mr. D. dwelt at some iength, and went inte a 
detailed examination and review of the documents necessary to 
sustain those positions. 

Refore Mr. D. has concluded, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the orders of the day, when 
the vote was—ayes 39, noes 47, no quorum 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was evident that it would be very 
dificult to procure a quorum to-day on account of the i: 
terest felt at the other end of the Capitol, (it was understood 
that Mr. CaLnouN was was speaking on the Independent 
sury bili,} end he therefore moved that the House adjourn 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked for the veas and nays; 
whitch were ordered, and were yeaa 6, naya Lo. 

So the House refused to adjourn. : 

Mr. CAMBLELENG said he knew the importance of the bil! 
called up by the gentleman from Tennessee, and he (Mr. C.) 
wished it to pass; but at the satne time he wished to state to the 
House that every branch of the public service was suflering 
from the want of the actien of the House on the appropriation 
bilis. He would, however, withdraw the motion to proceed to 
the orders of the day, with the hope that the bill under consi 
deration would be promptly disposed ot 

Mr. FAIRFIELD renewed the motien to proceed to the or 
ders of the day; but the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON then concluded his remarks 

Mr. BELL made a brief reply,and stated that every objec 
tien urged by the gentleman had been fully considered by th 
Commitee on Indian Affairs, who, two years ago, had instru 
ed Mr. B. to make a full report on the subject 

Mr. PARKER considered the remarks of the gentleman from 
Gergia, (Mr. Dawson,)as more of an attack uy he py 
which had been pursued by the Gevernment toward 
Indians, than as opposing this bill. He considered the b 
under consideration as one of importance, and one whieh ou 
to pass. ‘The treaty had provided that reservations should | 
made, and it become necessary that an investigation should te 
hal to see who were entitled to those reservations A law had 
passed Congress ata former session, jnstituling a Commission 
to make the examination, but in consequence of diffienitics 
which had arisen in relation to this commission, by the resigna 
tion of one of the commissioners, and from other causes, thy 
duties the commissioners had imposed upon them were not 
completed, and the time was now about to expire; and in cen 
sequence of this, there was a great necessity for its adoptio 
Mr. P. explaied the whole object of the commission, and re 
plied briefly to the arguments of the gentleman from Georvta, 

Mr. CRARY was opposed to extending this commirs.on in 
committee, and was still opposed to its passage. In the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit Creek, there was a provisivn that the clainss 
of Indians should be presented within six months, and in that 
six months he believed nearly all the claims were presented 
that this Government ought toallow. By admitting claims, a 
we were now about to do, he contended that it would be intro 
ducing corruption among the Indians, becanee it would be 
holding out an inducement to every Indian in Missisetppi a 
claimant, and every one a witness in relation to claims. An 
Indian will say to his neighbor, “If you will be a witners 
in my case, I will bea witness in your claim,” and, in thie way, 
fraud will be eommitted on the Government of United 
States; it will hav: to give back half the lands to the Indus 
which it has bonght from them. 

Mr. C. moved to amend the amendment by inserting in it tt: 
following: “Nor in relation to any claim ne presented to 
locating agent prior to the first Monday in December, 1835."" 

Mr. BELL briefly opposed the amemlment proposed by the 
gentleman from Michigan, because, m some injusth 
might be done to those Indians 

Mr. LYONS should vote for the amendment ofthe gentleman 
from Michigan, as well as of the gentleman from Tenneseer 
He considered that the better plan would be toallow cach of 
those indivi‘uals to present his claim here, tike all other elain 
ants, than to give this extensive power to this commirsics 
There was a particular mode pointed oul in the treaty in rela 
tion to these claims, and he considered that mort of them ho« 
been presented within the propertime. If, however, any of 
them had neglected to present their claime within the time sy 
cified, |e would rather have them pr eented to the House sepan 
rately, thanto have them examined into inthis extended mas 
ner by this commission. ; 

Mr CAMPBELL of South Carolina briefly supporte! tle 
bill, contending that if we did not allow time to this con im: 
sion, that injustice might be dene to the Indians, and the ex 
pense to the United States would be greatly increased; but bo 
was opposed to the amendments moved to the bill by the ger 
tleman froin Tennessee. 

The ainendment to the amendment was rejected; and 

The amendment of Mr. Bei. was then agreed to 

Mr. EVERETT moved an additional section, to strike from 
the list of claimants any Indiana who *hon!d attempt to uve 
or aubsritute the chiidren of others, for the purpore of incren 
ing their claims. which wae agreed to 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and the amend 
ment having been engrossed, was read the third time, ani 
passed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG 
purpose of proceeding 
boundary question. 

Mr WISE moved that the House adjourn, which was agreed 
to; andso The House adjourned. 
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Exratres.—ln the remarks of Mr Grascock on Monday, on 
the resolution to raiee a Committee of Inquiry in re'ation to al 
lezed charges of corruption in amember of Congress, ovr Re- 
porter misunderstood the speaker. He said: “If he war an arl- 
vecate of Matthew L. Davis ami the edi:ors of the New York 
Enquirer, he would not hesitate in advising a prompr and deci- 
sive answer to the question propounded: and he greatly niietook 
the characters of the editore of that paper, if, trom their publica 
tiom they would not prefer such a course.” 

Mr. Giascocx was inadvertently reprerented te opposing 
Mr. Davistapplication, instead of advocating it, 
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IN SENATE, 
‘Tuvaspay, February Lith, 1838 / 
Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from sundry citizens of 


Lilinois praying tor the erection_of certain post routes referred 
he Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
Also, memorials from sun iry ciuzens, women and others, re 


monatrating 
the table 

Mr. WALKER presented a preamble and resolutions from 

Legislature of Miasiseippi, instructing their Senators to use 
and requesting their Represen their best exertiot 
io procure the passage of a law to regulate and improve the 
steamboat navigation; which was laid onthe table and ordered 
to be printed 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a memorial from the Legislature of 
Rhode Island, in relation to certain documents. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from Richard B. Alex 
ander, jr. in relation to a national foundry near the seat of Go- 
vernment; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affaire 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented a memorial from certain ci 
zens of Kane county, lilinois, praying grants of land for the im 
provement of Fox river, in said State: referred to the Commit 
as and Canals 

Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial from sundry citizens of 
Putnam county, Indiana, praying the erection of bridges over 
certain water courses, as lessening 

ver the Cumberland road 


againet the annexation of Texas; which were ladon 


taulives to ust 


tee on Roar j 


the list of transportatlo 


referred, and laid on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

From the Committee on Indian 
port on the peution of David Croft 

From the Committee on Private Land Claima, an unfavora 
ble report on the petition of John Riley 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, re 1 orted bills 
for the reiiet of Hannah Laighton and Lemuel White; which 
were read and ordered to a second reading 

Also, from the same Committee, unfavorable reports on the 

‘itions of Amasa Brown, Rebecca Hawley and Cephas Car 
penter; which were severally concurred in 

Mr. MORRIS asked to be discharged from the further co 
sideration of the petition of Joseph Wood, and to have reterred 
back to the Committee on Pensions the papers of Samuel Cra 
pin; which was agreed to 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to refer the resolution, submitted by 
him, in relation to keeping certified copie sof all petitions and 
documents on file in nu Se cretary’s office, to the Committee on 
Claims: agreed to- 

KING, 


Affairs, an unfavorable re 


On mouon of Mr. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
Joform the Senate what progress has been made under the 
appropriations of Congress for 1836 and 1837, for the improve 
ment ofthe naval arsenal at Pensacola; whatis the present 
condition in regard to facilities afforded for the supply, repair 
tod construction of vessels of war, and what measures have been 
taken for the completion of said naval arsenal on the plan ap 
preved by the President; that the Secretary of the Navy be 
also requested to state the reasons why the sum of $50.00) ap 
propriated for the construction of marine barracks at the Pen- 
sacola arsenal, has not been applied to that object. 

On motion of Mr. KNIGHT, 

Resolved, Tiat the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to Inquire into the expediency of allowing further compens1 


tion to the collecter ef th custom for the District of Provi 
dence, in the State of Rhode Island 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Landa be instr 


ed to inquire whether any, and ifany, what further legislavion 
ja necessary to give effectto the act of Conere of Jun "y) 
Ind4, making a grant of land tocertain Polish exile 

Mr. YOUNG called up the io'lowing resolution submitted 


him yesterday 

Re solv ed, That the Secretary of the 
to report tothe Senate, detailed statements of the accounts ol 
such of the Cellectors and Receivers of Public Moneys. a 
have been reported defaulters to either House ot 
ring the present session; including in each case all superseded 
and rejected items of credit, connected with any 
and which, if passed to the creditof any such d-faulter, 
cover or extinguish, in the whole oer in pari, the amount of the 
deficits which are reported as sianding on the books of the De 
partment, against any suchdefaulter, with suitable ¢ Xplanations 
ineach case, showing w! 
or rejected, ard 


Treasury be requested 


Coneress du 


auch account 


Wet i 


vy stich Hems have b 1 su ted 
why they ought notto be allowed as eredis 


to such defaulters The said report to include ail such 
pogded or rejecteditems of creditas are remaining in the ! 
department, upto the present period 

Mr. Younc explained the object he had view in offering 


the resolution He said that many persons ha d been imp: 

perly reported as defaulters, who were nat 80; his ot sect was 

that the proper distinction should be drawn in the 

that Congress and the people might know, at 

who were and who were not detau'te 

pullic officers saved from injurious a 
The resolution was adojred 
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Mr. TIPTON said on vesterday he cave notice of a motion 
for leave to jnueduce a bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to sell the stock owned bv vited States in the 
Louisvilie and Portland canal. and tur the investment of the 
proceeds of the sales of the stock in stock of the Jeffersonville 
anl New Albany Canal Company. Toe Jeffersonvilie and New 
Albany Company was incorporated by the General Assembly 
of Indiana. ‘That Cempany at this time stands in need of the 
ail ot the General Government. The Lonisviile and Portlaod 
canal is completed. The stock owned by the United States in 
that canal is about $300,000. It is profitable stock, yielding 


from 13 to 18 per cent profit per annum, Tle wa informed 
for several years past this large profit was made on the United 
Sta‘es siock in that canal, by levying most enormous and op 
pressive tolls on the commerce of the Ohio river, above the fa 
He did not think it is the policy of this Government to stan? by 
and become toll-gatherers from the people of one portion of the 
United States, for the benefitofanother. All that he now asked 
Was to sell out the stock on the Kentucky si! und invest jt in 
similar stock on the Indiana side, where we will cer 
struct a larger and sater canal, for the passage of steam and 
other boats. The construc ie canal on the Indiana 
would reduce the toils to navigators, and cheapenthe transpor 
tation of the produce ratsed and! exported from the Ohio river 
above the falls. As soon as the canal was finished on the Indiana 
side, he would have no objection to selling out that stock, 
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and investing the proceeds in similar works in some other 
quarter 

The bill was read twice a«1 referred. 

The bills for changing the ume of holding the Circuit Courts 
ofthe United Siates in the ninth judicial district, and that sup- 
plementary to an act re} — to the District of Coiumbia, (ap- 
pointing an additional judge tor the Orphans’ Court,) were seve- 
rally re ad a third time and pa ed 

The following bilis were ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading 

Hill tor the relief of Daniel Steinrod 

Rill for the relief of certain citizens of Arkansas. 

Also, the bill making appropriations for the completion of 
certain military roadsin Arkansas. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
Senate resumed the consideration of the biil im- 
additional dues as depositaries on certain pudlic 


The 
po ing 


officers, etc. The question being on Mr. Rives’s ameud- 
ment 

Mr. CALHOUN addressed the Senate in a speecn of great 
power, and more than usual animation, which will be given in 
extenso hereatter. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

The Senate adjourned 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Feb. 16, 1838. 
NORTHERN FRONTIER. 

As soon as the journal was read, 

Mr. HOWARD rose and stated that he had received last night 
a communication from the Secretary of War, enclosing some 
papers, Which satisfied him that it was his duty, this morning, 
to move the House to suspend its rule, in order to take up the 

i!] now on the table for the preservation of peace on our fron- 
tier. With the leave of the House, and to show them the 
rrounds upon which he based his motion, which were not those 
iency, but of absolute necessity, 1n order to support 
military, but also the civil ‘power, he proposed to 
popers read, and after that he thought the House 
would acquiesce in the opinion that the other business must ne- 
cessarily yield to this The purport of them, ina word, was to 
show that an exper lition was preparing on the south side of 


of ext 
not aqQaly the 


1Vve ic 


Lake Erie to invade Canada, ana the information rested upon 
the authority of aneye witness, a naval officer, who saw the 
asser b age, their collection of arms, and saw them in match. 
The information was of sucha character as satisfied Mr. H. 


that it was necessary to have upon it the action of that House. 


He would send the papers to the table to be read to the House. 
Mr. HARLAN wished the committees to be allowed first to 
make their reports 


Mr. HOWARD was sorry the gentleman had interposed an 
for though he was willing that the Hlouse micht take 
any time in the day they chose, yet he did think, if it was aware 
the importance of the step yhe asked them to take, the vy would 
take itat He hoped, at least, the gentleman wou!d with 
draw his objection to the reading of the papers. 
Mr. HARI AN withdrawing his objection, the papers were 
read at the Cierk’s table, and are as follows: 
HEAD QUARTERS, NIAGARA FRONTIER, 
Buffalo, Feb. 9, 1838. 
Captain Homans, of the Navy, arrived here last 
t from Detroit, in four anda half days. The information 
he brings is important and perplexing. The enclosed copy ofa 
despatch, wrote and mened: en route, to General Brady, gives 
eneral character. He adds, that in passing through the 
ack Swamp, he walked several miles in company with Lieu- 
ten nt Ottinger, of the revenue service, and conversed with in- 


objection, 


once 





GENBRAL: 





dividuals of each straggling party, all of whom concurred in 
representing the force to be about 800 men. Individuals who 
joined the siage at lower points, carry the nomber higher, 

he whol under the command of Mr. McCloud, Mr. Van 
Reneselaer’s Adjutant General, stated to be a man of much en- 
erey. The latier "individeal left thie place last evening t join 
these forces. Information on which I rely, represents Mr. Van 
Rensselaer as sanguine of making a forward movement at the 
heal of 300 or 400 men. The pointselected is probably on the 
st. Clair river, and the campaign to open near o!d Fort Sin- 
clail, operating in the direction of Lake Simcoe. Relying up- 
on the general accuracy of the information, viz: that there is a 
strong rally of the hostice force, that their direction is through 


Michigan, probably, or Detroit, thatthe quiet which happily 
} 


iate vicinity enabled me to detach a por- 


) vail 


sin this immed 


maf the tt e, and that every regular bayonet is of imper 
tance to General Brady, I have deemed it my duty to put Major 
Young's command in motion for Detroit, for which place sixty 
men, under ‘he command of Captain Johnston, accompanied 
by Lieut. Thornton, Acting Assistant Quartermaster, and en 
istant Surgeon Fellows, will leave in stages at five o’ciuck, 
m. and will rea *h Detroit insix, perhaps four days, a canteen 


to that« 


am awal 


awing been made with the stage proprietor. I 
of the responsibility T assumed in adopting this mea- 


ure, Which [trust may be acceptableto you. ‘The theatre of 
ciion is immediately transferred from this region, at least for 
present. Nevertheles +, Thope you may consider it expe- 
dient to push to this point al 1! the disposable force (recruits) now 
at New Yo irk, andintermediate points. You are aware of the 
nakedness of the command in respect to officers. 
Capt. Homans further says, that he examined sufficiently to 


Ifthat the 
actually ¢ 


atisty hime wagons referred to in his letter to Ge- 
neral Brady ntainedarms and ammunition. The 
people on the route : ave freely given their arms to this lawless 
band, supplied allt! necessities, and recrui's are joining 
them from all qu Ihave considered these matters of 
sufficient Importance to justify me m sending an officer by the 
stage of this evening, toincreas? the chances of overtaking you 
ae t Albany Ife also carries a copy, in case you should have 

to be mailed for New York, ar vd a third for Washington, 
o your address, under cover to the Adjutant General. 

Thave &c. &e 

WV. J. WORTH. Lt. Col. 
,&ec. Albany. 


ameiee 





Commanding. 
To Mai. ¢ 


ren. Sc 


Mitan, Hvron county, Ono, 
GENERAL: Tee! tim 


Sth Feb. 1833. 
y duty to acquaint you, that on my jour- 


ney to-day between Perrysburg and this place, we have passed 
several detachments of men, calling themselves Patriots, num- 
bering probably about 250. They generally agreed, on con- 


versingjwith them, that there were 900 of them scattered en the 
erodd, and { oO) Indians efthe Cattaraugus tribe, all destined to 
re nd exzvous at some place near Detroit most favorable to effect 
« landing in Canada. We also passed during the day about 20 





—————— —  —————— __"__ 
Joaded wagons, half that number boxed up, purpose 
ble pediars’ wagons, but containing their arms aud accoutre. 
ments; the other wagons coutaining powder, and other muni- 
tions, put up in pork barrels, and other deceptive cases Thes 
men had with them drums, files, bugles, and other instr 
ofmusic. The Indians we did not see, as they, w My other 
bande of the Patriots, were said to have taken the lake mK 
through Sandusky city. All we spoke with were positive ‘of 
there being from 1300 to 1500 men in all, and daily augine; 
their numbers by volunteers from the towns and yi! 
through which they passed, but I question their bei 
400 or 50'. General Van Rensselaer was expected to joi; 
also McKenzie. Judging from their wain of wagons, | 
judge they had a large materiel with them. 
I remain, sir, with high consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES T. HOMANS, Lt. U. 8. N 
en. Hucw Brapy, Commanding 
United States forces, Detroit 

Mr. HOWARD then expressed a hope that the gentleman 
He merely recalled the atten 


ly to reseny 





‘has 


sno 


Brig. G 


would withdraw his objection. a 
tion of the House to che fact, that the prot ection of our frontie: 
and the preservation of our neutral relations, were now entir: 
ly thrown upon the military arm instead of the civil, and it was 
80, be cause there was no existing law to meet the case Mr 
H’s object was to pass a law that would bring the interp 

of the civil law into force. 

The objection being withdrawn, the bill was accordingl; 
taken up on its third reading. 

The bill, as it came from the Senate, was as follows 
AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘ An actin addilion to the act 

for the punishment of certain Crimes against the 1 ules, 

and to repeal the acts therein mentioned,’ approved twentieth 

April, eighteen hundred and eighteen. 

Be it enacted by the Senaie and House of Re 
of the United States of America in Co ress assem ; 
That the several collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and in 
spectors of the customs, the marshals and deputy marsha!s, o1 
the United States, and every other person who may b 
empowered for the purpose by the President of the Unite 
States, shall be, and they are hereby, respectively, authorized 
and required to seize every vessel or vehicle belonging t» any 

citizen or citizens of the United Siates, and about to pass the 
frontier of the same, for any place within any foreign S:ate or 

colony contermineus with the United States, when the cireum 
stances of the case shall rendey it probable that such vessel! or 
vehicle is intended to be employed in carrying on hostilities 
against the citizens, subjects, or property of any such conter- 
minous State or colony with whom the United States are at 
peace; orin giving aid and comfort to the persons carry on 
such hostilitis, by conveying to their assistance men, arms, or 
munitions of war; and to detain every such vessel or vehicle, 
and all armsand munitions of war which may be found therein, 
until the owner or owners thereof shall enter into bor he 
United States, + ith suficient sureties, in double the valu 
said vessel or vehicle, and of the arms and munitions o! 
found therein, that the said vessel or vehicle, and the said 
and munitions of war, shall not be employed by such owner 
owners, nor by any other person, with his or their consent o1 
knowledge, in carrying on or aiding such hostilities as a 
mentioned; or until the President of the United Stat 


ultes St 


presentatires 


specialiy 


direct the restoration of the vessel, vehicle, or prope: 
seized. 
Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several 


ficers and persons in the preceding section mentioned sh 


be, and they are hereby, also authorized and required to s 
all arms and munitions of war belonging to any citize 

citizens of the United States, and about to be carried act 
the frontier of the United States, when the circumstance 


the case shall render it probable that the same are Intenced 
to be seat to any place within any foreign State or colony coi 





terminous with the United States, and with whom the United 
Siates are at peace, for the purpose of being used In carry 


on hostilities against the citizens, subjects, or property of such 
conterminous state or colony; and to detain the arms and muni 
tions of war 80 seized, until the owner or owners thereof sha 
enter into bondto the United States, with sufficient sureties, in 
double the value of the sadd arms and muni‘ions of war, that (he 
same shall not be employed by such owner or owners, nor by 
any other person, with bis or their consent or knowledge, in car 
rying on or aiding such hostilities as above mentioned, er until 
the President of the United States shall direct the restoration of 
the same: Provided, That nothing in this or the preced 
section contained, shall be construed to extend to or Int¢ 

wath any trade in arms or munitions of war, conducted in vs 
i by sea, with any foreign port or place whatsoever, which 
might ‘eee been lawfully carried on by citizene of the - 
States before the passage of this act, under the provisions rt 3 
act hereby amended. 

Sec 3. And be it further enacted, That if any body of ar 
ed men, who have been actually engaged in carrying on host 
dies against the citizens, subjects , or property of any foreien sia'e 
orc eae, conterminous with the United States, and with wi m 
they are at peace, shall come within the Jimits and jurisdiction 
of the United States, whilst such hostilities are pending, it s! 
be the duty of the several offi¢ers and persons 
mentioned, and they are hereby respectively authorized ai 
quired, to seize and take from any such body of armed men, 
weapons and arms brought by them within the United Sa 
and to detain the same until the respective owners thereot s 

enter into bond to the United States, with sufficient suret in 
double the value of the said weapons and arms, that the sat 
shal! not be emp'oyed by such owner or owners, nor by any 
other person, with his or their consent or knowledge, in carry- 
ing on or aiding such hostilities, as before mentioned; or ul 
the President of the United States shall direct the restors ation of 
the same. 

Src. 4. And be it further enactcd, That every person appre- 
hended and committed for trial, for any offence against the 
hereby amended, shall, when admitted to baii for his appeat 
nace, give such additional security, as the judge admitting him 
to bail may r quire, notto violate, nor to aid in violating, any of 
the provisions of the act hereby amended. 

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That, whenever the Pre. 
sident of the United States ehall have reason to believe that © 
fences have been, or are likely to be, committed against the pro- 
visions of the act hereby amended. within any judicial district, 
it shall be lawful for him, in his diseretion, to dire ct the judge, 
marshal, and district attorney, of sugh district, to attend at such 
place within the district, and for such time, as he may designate, 
for the purpose of the more speedy and convenient arrest and 
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examination of pemene charged with the violation of the act 
hereby amended; and it shall be the duty of every such judge, 
or other officer, when any such requisition shall be received by 
him, to attend at the place, and for the time therein designated. 

Sgc. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the President of the Unired States, or such person as he may 
empower for that purpose, to employ such part of the 
land or naval forces of the United States, or of the militia, as 
shall be necessary to prevent the violation, and to enforce 
the due execution, of this act and the act hereby amended.” 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs had reported it back to the 
Hlouse with the following proposed amendment: Insert, after the 
word “whatsoever,’’ near the end of the second section, the fol- 
lowing: “‘other than ports or places within such conterminous 
State or colony.”’ 

The question was on concurring in this amendment. 

Mr. HOWARD rn principles of the bill and the 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
which amendment he himself did not feel very solicitous about. 
When the Message of the President was referred to the com- 
mittee, it took it up and examined the subject carefully, and 
went fully into an investigation of all the various topics con- 
nected with our neutral relations with other Governments. 
The great objeet which the committee kept in view was to pro- 
vide the means of executing our duties towards other coun. 
tries, without interfering with what had in this country always 
been considered a legal and justifiable trade between the ciiizens 
of this and of a foreign country, and it was the consideration of 
this point which had caused much delay and difficulty in the 
committee. When two nations are engaged in war, the right of 
the merchants of this country to furnish either party with pro- 
visions and munitions, had always been claimed and exercised, 


- and there was no disposition in the committee to infringe this 


right. The objectof the committee was to have this right re- 
main upon the same footing on which it formerly stood; but at 
the same time our Government was bound to prevent our citi- 
zens from interfering in the affairs of a neighboring Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of stirring up insurrection—of keeping 
upacivil war. If this was permitted to be done, the war 
might be rolled back upon us, and we would suffer for the in- 
discretion of a few of our citizens. 

There is now a danger of our neutrality being violated, and 
the whole protection of that nentrality was thrown upon the 
military authority of the United States, and the officers who 
have charge of that duty are executing it under the act of Con- 
gress which this act proposesto amend. A high military offi- 
cer now had charge of this delicate trust, and the object of this 
bill was to give the civil authority cognizance of the matter, or 
at least to bring it to the aid of the military power, which would 
make it much more effective. With this view this bill had been 
reported to the House, and he hoped it would be speedily acted 
upon. 

‘abe, HOLSEY must confess that he was not altogether satis- 
fied with the provisions of this bill. He thought we ought to 
pause before we made any fundamental alteration in those prin- 
ciples in relation to our export trade, which had existed since 
the foundations of our Government. He considered that our 
citizens hada perfect right to carry on a trade with either of the 
belligerent parties in a neighboring Government, where a fo- 
reiga war existed, without affecting the neutrality of the Go- 
vernment; and he would be sorry to see any restrictions im- 
posed upon this just and proper trade, such as he feared this bill 
wouldimpose. The proper provision to make on this subject, 
would be to prevent our citizens from interfering personally in 
a dispute in a neighboring Government; but this bill went far 
beyond that, and put it in the power of this Government, or the 
officers of the Government, to seize any vessels having on board 
arms, or any other things which it was supposed it was convey- 
ing into a neighboring territory, for the purpose of being used 
there for carryingon the war. For one, he was not disposed 
t» go this far in placing it in the hands of the Government, or 
the oficers of the Government, to use this discretionary power 


to the prejudice of the citizen, or the seizure of the property of 


the citizen, Our citizens, he maintained, had a perfect right to 
trade with either of the contending parties to a war which might 
be going on on the continent of Europe, without compromitting 
the neutrality of the United States; and he would not now con- 
sent, by his vote, to have such restrictions as were proposed by 
this bill imposed on the citizens of this country. The framers 
of our Constitution had guarded our export trade so that no te- 
strictions should be imposed upon it in the shape ofa tax; and 
why should we in this manner attempt to place restrictions 
upon it, in contravention of the spirit of the Constitution, if not 
of the letterofit. He considered this bill ofa character calcula- 
ted to do great injustice to the people of this country; and he 
a the House to pause and reflect, before it acted 
upon it. 

Mr. LOOMIS, of New York, had risen reluctantly to propose 
an amendment to the bill under consideraton. He wojild pro- 
pose a substitufe for the whole bill. 

The CHAIR remarked that it was not at that time in order to 

\ropose an amendment, as that reported by the Committee on 
oreign Affairs was now pending. 

Mr. LOOMIS said that he should offer it when in order. Jn 
the mean time, he would briefly submit his views upon the bill, 
as it stood before the House. He was not op dto the prine- 
ple which seemed to lie at the foundation of the bill. One of the 
very highest duties of the Guvernment was to prevent the un- 
lawful mterference by ourcitizens with the quarrels of countries 
with whom the Government is at peace; and it wasequa!ly the 
duty of the citizens to refrain from such interference. In this 
principle, and in its general application, therefore, he fully 
agreed with the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
But he could not consent to go for the measure in the form in 
which it had been proposed by that gentleman. 

Mr. Loomis reviewed the circumstances connected with the 
recent disturbances upon the Canada frontier, and contended 
that they were ofa peculiar character. There wasa long line 
of frontier, separating the two countries from each other, yet 
placing so narrow a Revcler between them as to render it im- 
possible that local disturbances breaking out on one side of 
that line should not spread to the other The inhabitants of 
the American side were peculiarly sensitive on this point. 
Their native love of liberty, and :‘eep-rooted hatred of tyranny, 
were inflamed, very naturally, whenever an appeal was mace 
to those noble principles. Thus it happened that they were 
very easily led to take adeep interest, if not an active pert, in 
those struggles. Abstractedly taken, he would do nothing to 
check or to discourage that holy principle, or to extinguish the 
bright spark of liberty which burns in thi heart of every true 
American citizen. Yet something, he must remember, was 
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due to national riggt and national obligation; and for the pre- 
servation of these, too, he would do every thing possible; but 
he insisted upon it that that should be according to the well- 
established principles of law. 

He deemed the bill inefficient to answer the end it professes 
to reach. What did it propose to do? To give to United 
Siates marshals, deputy eeguhain, and other officers, power to 
seize, Without process of Jaw or any other limitation than their 
own individual discretion, any vessel, or vehicle, suspected o! 
being used for the purpose of bearing arms or munitions of 
war into the contermigous country, to aid in its civil contests 
and to detain them until satisfacuory surety should be given 
that they should not be used. Suppose the officer in whom 
this extraordinary power was vested, to have exercised his 
discretion, and, in excution of this power, to have seized the 
property of a citizen: what does the latter do?) The bonds are 
fixed; it may be assumed, fairly fixed; the surety is found, and 
the party proceeds on his way over the line, into the adjoining 
country, in the very face and eyes of the officers of Govern 
ment. Who is to prevent this? Nothing in this law gives 
any power of prevention to any body. What becomes ot the 
bond? It isin the hands of one of these officers; perhaps it may, 
by good fortune, have been put into the hands of a district 
attorney. How 1s he to know whether the obligation has been 
violated—t@e bond broken? How is he to prove that these 
arms or munitions of war, or whatever else had been seized and 
given up upon the bond, have been used in the manner desig- 
nated? Does his jurisdiction extend to the only place where 
these facts can be ascertained—beyond the line? 

There is another objection to the bill. It vests dangerous 
and unusual powers in the officers of Government. This fea- 
ture Was one which stamped the bill as unconstitutional, and 
against the whole policy of our laws. It gives to the Execu- 
tive vast discretionary powers, unparalleled by any ever pro- 

vosed before to be vested in that branch of the Government 
Phe officer is not only empowered to seize, but to hold, the arti- 
cles designated. Whois to judge of their value?’ For it is 
upon an estimate of their value that the terms of the bond are 
to be predicated. The same individual who seizes them! 
And he may fix that value at nothing, so as to expedite the pas- 
sage of the person whose property has been seized out of the 
country; or he may make it so exorbitant as to be oppressive, 
and to amount to a forfeiture of the whole. What was to pre- 
vent any one of these officers from stopping a citizen riding 
in his carriage upon that frontier—ay, in this very city! and 
saying, “I arrest this carriage as a vehicle contemplated by this 
bill?” The presumption is, that the officer will do but his sim- 
ple duty; but the law throws a strong temptation In the way 
of the officer to do otherwise. 

But this bill proposes not only a violation of private rights, 
but a gross violation of the Constitution. By it any officer 
may seize the arms of another, at discretion; and this in dero- 
gation of aright expressly guarantied to the citizen by the let- 
ter of the Constitution. 

Again, the Constitution guaranties to the citizen perfect free- 
dom from arrest without due process of law. [See the fourth 
amendment of the Constitution.) And this bill proposes to 
vest arbitrary power in the hands of United States officers to 
violate this sacred right, also. For, are not the seizure and 
detaining of arms, and the holding them over to give bonds for 
their use, violations of the most manifest character of these 
rights. It couldnot be doubted. 

By this bill, moreover, there was no liability of the officer, in 
case of wrong seizure or detention, as in all acts upon the sta- 
tute book, in similar cases. 

The only true way, Mr. L. contended, to accomplish the ob- 
jects of the bill, was to pursue precisely the same move as that 
taken in other cases; as in that ofarrests of persons, with their 
instruments and implements, suspected of intending to utter 
counterfeit money. The presence of the instruments proves 
the intention, though the act is not proved, and the statute 
imposes the penalty accordingly. But here, in this bill, the 
presence of the arms or munitions of war, or whatever else 
may be seized, does not prove an intention to commit a viola- 
ton of any law, nor is it made unlawful for the citizen to do 
that, for the imputed intention of doing which he is held to 
give bonds, and to have his person and property seized and 
detained. The bill is thus wanting in the first great principle 
ofall penal acts. If the thing intended to be done be unlawtul, 
the act should declare it, with a proper penalty affixed. It 
should declare (in order to carry out the recommendation of 
the President of the United States in relation to this subject) 
that such use of arms was unlawful, and that the person de- 
tained had arms, etc. with intention to use them unlawiully, 
and the person, being arrested on that ground, would be arrested 
by a good legal process; and, what 1s more important, there 
would then be impending over him the personal fear of seizure 
to deter him from taking the overt step. 

Mr. L. found still more to which to object in the third section 
ofthe bill. That section made it the duty of all those officers, 
designated in the first section, to seize the arms of any body of 
men who have been engaged in aid of a country with whom 
this Government was upon friendly footing. He supposed a 
case, to illustrate the application of this section. Suppose, said 
he, a warshould occur between England and another natioa; a 
national ship of the latter should put into the port of New 
York; in that ship is a body of armed men, (in the languaze of 
this act.) Suppose Russia to be at war with England, and this 
a Russian national vessel, this Government is certainly bound, 
by the laws of nations, to pretect that vessel, and the rights of 
her owners, while upon neutral ground. Yet this law would 
make 1t the duty of the custom-house officers of that port to 
seize that vessel, and to hold her andall on bvard, till bond 
should be given in accordance with the requisitions of the third 
section of the bill. 

The bill lacks the one great principle of all penal laws: the 
cause of the seizure of property which the bill proposes should 
be first made a penal! offence, before the seizure under it can be 
constitutional, 

Mr. L. regretted to have felt himecif obliged to occupy the 
time ofthe House upon this subject; but he could not suffer a 
measure sO important to pass without offering the views which 
he had expressed. . 

Mr. SHIELDS considered that it was impossib'e for the 
House to act upon this subject advised to-day. He therefore 
moved to postpone the further consileration of the bill until 
Tuesday next, and make it the epecial order of the day for that 


day. 

Mr. FILLMORE believed that this bill contained provisions 
which ought to be discussed deliberately in committee, and not 
acted upon hastily. He therefore moved to commit the bill to 
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the Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe Union, and make 
it the special order of the day tor Tuesday next 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped that the House would make no 
more special orders, as gentlemen must have seen the bad ef. 
fects of special orders heretofore. From the disposiuon mani 
tested, he expected this bill would be discussed pretty generally; 
and he should be sorry to see 1 (thrown in the way ef the appro 
priation buls, by making it the special order for Tuesday. The 
pubhe service was now suffering in almost every branch, for 
the want of the passage of those bills; and he anticipated from 
the rule, which prevented any new appropriation from going 
into the regular appropriation bills, that those bills would be 
passed with but little discussion, when they were once 
reached. 

Mr. FILLMORE modified his motion, so as to commit the 
bill to the Commiitee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
simply 

Mr. HOWARD was ata loss to conceive why this bill could 
not undergo as free and as full a discussion in the House as in 
Committee of tie Whole. Gent'emen could not complain, with 
any reason, that the bil! had been hastily taken up, for two 
weeks azo he had given notice that he would call ittup as soon 
as Ceriain m: asures then pending should be dispesed of 

Mr. SHIELDS withdrew his motion te postpone, and that o! 
Mr. Fitumore, to Commit to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, then recurred 

Mr, HOLSEY moved its recommitmnent to the Cummittee on 
Foreign Aff irs, but the first motion took precedence 

Mr WHITTLESEY, of @hio, thought the bill should be dis- 
cussed fully, either inthe House, orin Committee af the Whole 
He was indifferent asto which. When, on another occasion, 
the House had thissubiect brought before them, they suspended 
all other business, and attended exclusively to the discussion of 
this topic. Now there was more danger, he thought, of serious 
results, than before; and he verily beheved that, unless it were 
speedily attended to, it would be impossible for this Govern- 
ment to keep out of a war with Great Britain another month 
He had hoped that other business might been attended to 
to-day, being one of the days usually devoted to private busi 
ness; buthe was so impress d with the superior importance of 
this subject, that he could not but hope that the Houee would 
determine to sit until the bill was passed. (Cries of ** Agreed! 
Agreed!’’] 

Mr. SMITH coincided in this opinion, He held this measure, 
hawever, to be one of the most odious, one cf the most execra- 
ble propositions ever brought before the Congress of the United 
States to disarm its citizens; and he was convineed that, in its 
present form, it would not pass 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to his colleague to withdraw 
his motion 

Mr. FILL MORE did so. 

Mr. SHIELDS then moved to postpone the bill till Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG egaid if that motion prevailed the bill 
would not be reached again ‘ora monih tocome, and he thoug! 
it better for the discussion to progress to-day 

Mr. HAYNES could not, for a moment, doubt that the mind 
of every member was made up upon all the important princt 
pies embraced in this bill. Ile meant this remark to apply to 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Siueips,) 
for he hoped no member supposed he meant that they should 
vote upon a question of such consequence without coneidering 
it = Butit did appear to him that they were as ready to go into 
the consideration of it then as next Tuesday, or any other rea 
sonable time they might wish to postpone it to, "The necessity 
of adopting some measure for the preservation of the peace of 
the country must suzgest itself to every mind, and he, therefore, 
hoped the motion to postpone would be rejected 

Mr. McKIM said as he considered this a very important 
measure, he should ask for the yeas and nays; but subsequently 
withdrew the call : 

Mr. HOLSEY wished the bill recommitted to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, with instructions eo to amend it as alone 
to provide against any interference by the citizens of the United 
States in a popular commotion for sedition against any fureign 
nation with which the United States may be at peace. 

The question to postpone was then taken, and disagreed to ; 
and that to concur In the amendment of the Committee on Fo 
reign Affairs then recurring, 

The CHAIR suggested that, if it was desired to discues the 
pill, 1@ would be better to take the vote thereon, one way or 
the other, as the amendment did not open the merits of the 
measure. 

The House assented to the suggestion, took the question, and 
agreed to the amendment. 

Mr. FILLMORE then went on to give his reasons at leneth 
against this bill, and was followed on the same side by Mr 
SMITH of Maine 

Mr LOOMIS then moved the following substitute for the 
whole bill, and went into a detailed explanation of its provisions 
as contrasted with the original bill 
Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert as follows 























That no person, being a citizen or a resident of the United 
Siates, shall build, fitout, purchase, or procure any vessc! or 
vehicle, or purchase, procure, or collect any arms or muni- 
tions of war, within the United States, with intent to have the 
same taken out of the United States, to be used or employed in 
carrying on, or in aiding to carry on, hostititieg agamet any 
foreign state or colony corterminous with the United States, 
and with which the United States are at peace, or against the 
Government, the citizens, or property of any such colony or 
state. And every gerson so offending shall be deemed 
cuilty ofa misdemeanor, and shall be fined pot mere than 
three thousand deullars, and imprisoned not exceeding three 
years. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Whenever it shall be 
made to appear by proof, by oath, or affidavit stating the 
facts and ciucumsiances, satisfactory to any judge of any Uni- 
ted Siates court, or to any special commussioner to be ap- 
pointed by the President pursuant to thia act, that there is 
go! Cause to suspect that any one er more persone, being a 
citizen or residentef the Ualted Biatee, has heen guilty of a 
violation of the preceding section, the said judge or commis- 
sioner shall issue bis warrant, directed to any marshal, deputy 
maishal, collector, or inspector of cusioms, requiring tem to 
arrest such suspected person, and a'so to seize ali such ves 
sels, vehicles, arms, or munitions of war, as shall belong to 
such suspecied person, or be tound in his possession, custody, 
or control. And every euch officer to whom such warrant 
shall be directed or delivered, shall thereby be vested with all 
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the powers necessary toexecule the same which ere by law 
vested in the marsiials of the United States for execution o! 
any other process 
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Buc. 3. And be it further euacted, That the officer to whe 
such process shall be directed, aul any othe uch offic 
whose oid he may require, shall proceedto execute such war 
rant, and, in case be shall make an arrest thereon, or shal! 
seize any property thereon, or both, shall immediately make 
return of sucn procesa, with his ceriificate of such execution 
thereol, to the judge or commissioner who issued the same 
orto any «cher juuge or commisas.oner residing near to the 
dace of such execution Aud any person so arrested may 
be let to bail in like manner, and by such judge or commis 
sioner, or other officer having authority, 4s in other cases of 


criminal prosecution on behalf of the United States, and for 


want of sufficient bail may be held under arrest or imprisoned, 
ae in other cases And, in case any seizure o property shiall 
be made under such process, such officer shali forthwith make a 





and cause 





true inventory there: he same to be appraised by Lwo 
disinterested citizens, upon oath,to be selected and swern by such 
officer, and shall returna copy of such inventory and appraise- 
menttothe judge or commissioner who is such warrant, 
and shall retam su property until the owner or owners thereol 
shall, with at least two sufficient sureties, enter into bonds to the 
United States, with a penalty of double the appraised value otf 
such property, conditioned that uch property, nor any part 
thereo!, shall be taken out of the United States, to be used for 
any of the purposes prohibited in the first section of this act, 
or until the President of the United States shall direct the resto 
ration of such property 

Mec. 4. And be tt further enacted, That the 
missioner who shall issue any warrant 


ued 


judge or con 
under the second sec 
tion of this act, shall immediately notify the district attorney of 
the United States for the district in which such warrant shall 
be jasued, who shall thereupon take charge of the matter in be 
half of the United States. 

Bro. 5.-And beit further enacted, That the President of the 
United Statea is hereby authorized to require the 
attendance of any United States district judge 
frontier ia bis discrict, and also to appoint 
missioners to execute the dutv act, whenever 
circumstances render i probable thatany violation of ths act 
may be attempted on such frontier; and such special commi 
sioners shall hold such office as long as such exigency ehall ex 
ist, or until notified by the President of the 
their commissions. And the reveral of! 
are herem required shail receive such reasonable compensa- 
tion for any such services as the President shall determine; and 
the President may authorize rewards to be offered by any mar 
shal of any district of the United States, not exceeding two 
hundred and fifty dollars in any case, for information which 
shall lead to the apprehension and conviction of any person 
who shall violate the first section of this act 

The debate was turther ¢ 1 by Mr 
Massachusetis, tn oppesition to the bill 

Mr. TAYLOK said it wa that more tin 
quired for gentlemen to prepare themselves to discuss this 
bill, and be, there! {a postpone i's further considera 
tion till Tuesday next, but subsequently withdrew 1t 

Mr. HOWARD then replied to the objections of Mr. Smirn, 
and went into a full exposition of the provisions of the bill, 
andon examination of Mr. Loomis’s supplement, which he 
contended to be more obnoxious to the objections urged against 
the bill than the bill itsel! 

Mr. HOLSEY admitted that the explanations of Mr 
Howarp had removed many of his object He still had 
one to a part of the proviso, and moved to strike therefrom the 
words “conducted in vessels by sea’? which 


teinporary 
at or near any 
oO many special com 


srequired by thi 


dieconunuance of 


cers of whom duties 


ontinue 


FLETCHER of 


obvious, is r 


re, nove 


1oOns 


j would jeave the 
trade equally open by land or sea, and he coukl perceive no 
good reason for the distinction 

Mr. SHEPARD sopported the bill 

Mr. MASON of Olio said it wasevident that 
sible that the question would be 
therefore moved an a 
quest of 


Mr. THOMPSON, whio read the fourth 


if was not p 
evening, ion 
withdrew it at the re 


taken that 


he 


jjournment; but 


amendment to the 
Conatitution of the United States, and said he wished the bill 
committed to the Committee on the Judiciary, in order to intro- 


duce some provision to protect the rights of the citizens under 

thatclause. Mr. T 

prevailed, and 
The House adjourned . 


then renewed the motion to adjourn, which 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, February 16, 1838 

The CHAIR communicated a repor from the Seer 
Treasury, transmitting astatementol a ontrae 
Department for the year 1837; which was 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition @f 171 individual 
praying fera reduction in the price of the 
the passage of a law granu 


tary of the 
s made by the 
laid on the table, and 


» and for 


preemption rights te actual set 


} »! ry 
puree tag ds 


tlers: laid on the wble, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of sun¢ry citizens of Mi 
waukee, Wiaconsin, praying a grant of lin aid of the it 
provement of Fox river: referred e Cor ee on Road 
and Canals 

On mation of Mr. TALLMADG! 

Resolved, That the Secretary he J 
report to the Senate what an } ‘ 
Treasury, orby the a of the D C 
vernmeats of France and Nay 
ties due from these Governm 
treaties between them and the t 
eum received, whether ia ey 
from the plac es where recely 
what agents, at whatex] eal 
each iustalment, when converted \ 1 
States. Also, in wi 
these instalments lave | pa 
thereto, whether ta spec 
or otherwise, at ¥ re t ‘ 
what settlements la enn wi ‘ 
respecting an arrearace of the f { 
by our Government, aml recen a ‘ ¥ 
and how the eame as wel! asthe laet 
France, is to be transferred to the United States, t iw 


agents, and upen what terms 
On motion of Mr. MOUTON, 
Resolred, That the Committeon Public Lands be instructed 
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claims to reservations of 
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to inquire into the expediency of establishing a land office at 
Nachitoches, in the State of Louisana. 

The reporis of the Committee on Pensions uafavorable to 
the petutions of Amasa Brown, Cephas Carpenter, and Rebecca 
Ilawiey, were severally considered and concurred in 

Mr. ROANE, trom the committee to which had been 
referred the bill of the House of Representatives authorizing 
the agents aud managers of the Washington Monument Society 
to ereclLa Monumentin memory of GgorcE WASHINGTON on the 
public mall, reported the same without amendment. 

Ov motion of Mr. ROANE, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims waa discharged from the further consideration of the 
reeolution directing an inquiry into the expediency of establish- 
ing in this District an institution for the education of the in 
digent bhoad 

Mr. DAVIS, trom the Committee on Commerce, reported a 
joint resolution, authorizing the State of Massachusetts to levy 
and collect a tonnage duty on vessels entering the port of Bos- 
tou, for the purposes therein specified ; which, by general con- 

ent, was read the first and second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading 

Mr. DAVIS, fro:u the same committee, reported a bill for the 
relief of Noah Miller, of Lincolnsville, in the State of Maine; 
which wag read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of the heirs of Wil- 
liam Bailey; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill to authorize a subscription 
on the part of the United States to the stock of the Jeffersonville 
and New Albany Canal Company. 

Mr. ROANE, frou the Committee on the District of Colum 
bia, to which had been referred the memorial of the Navy Yard 
Beneficial Associauion, reported a bill to incorporate the same; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading 

The following bills were severally read the third time and 
passed 

Anact for the relief of Dar iel Steinrod 

An act for the reliefof sundry citizens of Arkansas, who have 
lost their ImproVements in Consequence of the treaty between 
the United States and the Choctaw Indians; and 

The bill making appropriations to complete certain military 
rowls in Arkansas, 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and 
cousidered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a third 
reading: 

The bill for the relief of Jean de Mallet 

The Will forthe reliefof William H. Roberts, Samuel H. Gar- 
row, and J. W. Symington 

The bill from the House for the relief of Jesse E Dow. 

The bill from the Mouse for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John McCarty, deceased. 

The bill from the House for the reliefof John B. Perkins; and 

The bill from the House granting to the county of Kalamazoo, 
State of Michigan, a quarter section of land, on the terms and 
conditions therein mentioned. 

The Senate took up the bill to amend the act entitled an act 
for the appointment of commissioners for the adjustment of 
jand under the Choctaw treaiy, re- 


turned from the House of Representatives with amendments; 
and, 


apology in ad 


Senate, 


and proper? I 
} 
ly 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, 
The amendments were concurred in. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. TIPTON spoke at considerable length, in opposition to 
the bill, as more objectionable than a State bank system, and 
less to be preferred to a National Bank. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentacky, then rose, and said he was desirous 
to express his views butthe state of his health 
was such at this time luce him to ask the Senate, if it 
was too early toadjoura, to suspend the proceedings on the bill 
for to-day, and pass t yother business. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Senate wentinto an Executive 
Afier the doors of the Senate were again opened, 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said, that on coming into the Se- 
nate on Tuesday morning, he found on his desk a Jetter from 
one of the members from Maine. which he would now read: 

WASHINGTON, TUESDAY MORNING, Feb. 13. 

Sir: A friend called at my room last evening, and informe 
me that it had been ascertaiwed that an article in a New York 
paper charging ove or more members of Congress with some 
sort of corruption (for T have not seen the article) was a blow 
aimed at me Vithout stopping to inquirein what motive the 

1 feel it a duty 1 owe myself, as well as the 


Slit 


m this subject, 





wtol 


sesslon 








charge orginated 
to request that it cause an inquiry to be made into the 
matter by committee or otherwise; and may Lask the favor of 
you to present the subject in such manner as you may deem fit 

! i aware that neither our personal or political 
e any claim on you for this service, and my 
ressing this note to you is to be found in my de- 


relations give 


sire to avoid even the appearance of seeking immunity in the 


kindness of personal or p i 


in, Sir, 


itical friendships 
very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 





a 


Hon, Danii Wri x J. RUGGLIS 
Senate, United Nia ? 
Having read er, Myr. W. said that immediately on re 
ceiving it he eto the riter,and signified his readiness 
esent the jetter, if ihe writer thought mt necessary; obeeit- 
the Ww vt mrtced ¢ his anxiety » Temove anv 
picon or d t Ww ‘ rge alluded to might cast on! 
er ot e thought it might be doubiful, 
sometl i appear, whether the Senate 
t} k } t fe any inquiry 
| req howe ving been smee repeate’, Mr 
WEBSTER i vt mmu ite this letter. in 
i \ $ e member, and, in pursuance of 
wis! move a reseiulion ter raisu ’ 
I further, that, im mal 
y Las pres ‘ im f t« 
res g “| 1 my 
} mplv to i wet 
e ‘ } ! t » the 
' Senate « 5? 
f ) ’ ¢ t yet it 
} t pl 2 2 Members, as in- 
i} ¢ s ‘ t 





attention ofseveral 


Resolved, Tha'a com ‘ " 


appointed to inquire into 


| the subject-matier of the Jetter of the Hon, Jonn Rucoies, of 





the 13th inst. to a member of the Senate, w i ’ 
ion aden ©, Which was laid before 


This resolution lies on the table, by the ru! 
: tabl ¢ rulea, fo 
and will come up at the next sitting. , at, tone day, 


The Senate then adjourned to Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SaTurDAY, February 17th, 1838. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a sommunication fron 
ihe Secretary of War, transmitting to the House a stater ent a 
le contracts made by the Department of War for the ve., 
1837; which, re 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, was laid on the table an 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the Navy 
transmitting two hundred and seventy-five copies of the Navy 
Register, for the year 1838, which, . 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, was laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

After some conversation as to priority of business, on motion 
of Mr. HOWARD, the rules were suspended till one o'clock 
to enable the commitices to report. ; 

COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, this committee was dis. 
charged from the further consideration of a, communication 
from the Navy Department, in relation to some increased com 
pensation to certain officers in the navy, and the same was re- 
ierred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. C, the committee was also discharged from 
the further consideration of a commenication from the same, 
in relation to increased compensation of the clerks thereiy: 
which was referred also to the Naval Committee. 

On motion of Mr. C. the committee was also discharged fron 
the further consideration of a communication trom the De part- 
ment of War, relative to a pension agent in the State of Alaba- 
ma, who had declined the agency; and the same was referred (o 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

COMMERCE, 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, this committee was discharce) 
from the further considerati n of a memorial from certain citi 
zens of Dover, praying for improvements in the river there, 
and the same was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


1 or- 


PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CASEY reported Senate bill, with sundry amendments, 
entitled an act to create the office of Surveyor of Public Lands in 
Wisconsin Territory. 

Mr. YELL reporteda bill to authorize the Legislature of the 
State of Arkansas to sell the school Jands of said State, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. Y. also reported a bill to establish the St. Francis land 
district in Arkansas. 

Mr. SHIELDS reported a bill to grant an additional quantity 
of land to location of Revolutionary bounty land warrants. 

Mr. LINCOLN reported a bill for the relief of Solomon Stur- 
gis. assignee of Fraser. 

Also, a bill directing the Commissioner on Public Lands to 
ascertain the quantity and value of lands contained in 8S. 16, T. 
4, 8. of R. 2 East, in Ohio, granted to Anthony Shane and Lewis 
Godfrey; which was ordered to a third reading on Monday 
next. 

POST “OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY reported ajoint resolution authorizing 
a subscription of 500 complete sets, of thirteen each, of Brown's 
maps of the United States. 

Mr. HOPKINS reported a bill for the relief of Elisha Jack- 
son, of Virginia. 

Mr. HALL reported a bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh 
and Co. 

JupIciaryY. 

Mr. TIIOMAS reported Senate bill, with an amendment, ¢ 
titled an act to prevent the abatement of suits and actions now 
pending, to which the late Bank of the United States is a paity, 
the consideration of which was postponed till Tuesday fext. 

Mr. T. also reported Senate bill. without amendment, to 
abolish the circuit court at Huntsville, in the State of Alabama, 
and for other parposes; which, on Mr. THOMAS’S motion, 
was ordered to a third reading, and then read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. T. also reported a resolution directing the Committee on 
the Judiciary to inquire whether any, and, if any, what further 
legislation is required to insure the administration of justice in 
the cirenit court of Louisiana. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND made some remarks in reference to 
the inconveniences now experienced by the people of Louisiana 
by the present mode. 

Mr. THOMAS said that the Committee on the Judiciary had 
not forme! and did not intend to intimate an opinion as to the 
inconveniences alleged to have been experienced by the people 
of Louisiana under the present Circuit Courtsystem. The re 
solution before the House has been reported at the instance of 
the members from Louisiana. It was designed to give jurisdic- 
tion tothe Jndiciary Committee over the subject matter com 
plained of, and the committee, if the resoluiien be adopted, will 
be prepared to hear and act upon any suggestions that may be 
made from any qaarter pertinent to the question 

Afier a few words from Mr. MARTIN, the 
concurred in. 


resolution was 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. SHEPPERD reported a bill for the relief 
representatives of Tarleton Woodson, deceased. 
Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for che relief of the legal 
represcntatives of Captain Thomas Triplet. 


of the legal 


PORLIC EXPENDITURES. 
When this commitiee wes called upes for reports, ; 
Mr. HALEY, the chairman, rose and said, that he was In- 
structed to inform the Honse, that the committee had had seve- 
ral meetings on the subject generally commitied to them, ar d 
found that there were six other standing committees, epecial- 
ly charced with the supervision of the expenditures of sepa- 
reve Cepartments. In consequence of this, the cemmittee over 
which he had the henoréo preside, did not deem it expedient 
enter on their duties, or rather such duties as might be 
supposed to be committed to them, umil those special com- 
mittees had reported, and then, if they deemed it neerssary, 
they would enter intoa re-examination ofsuch reports. This ap- 
peared to be the only duty they could perform. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAINS. b 
On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, the Committee of the Whole 
was discharged from the further consideration of the bill for the 





“= 


relief of James Mina, and the same was recommitted to the 
above standing committee. ; 

Mr. R. madean unfavorable report on the petition of Henry 
M. Fleury. 


AGRICULTURE. 
Mr. DEBERRY reported a bill to encourage the introduction 
and promote the cultivation of tropical plants in the United 
oo MILITARY AFFAIRS. ; 
Mr.MeKAY a pee a bill to authorize the Secretary of War 
to purchase of the authorities of Key West so much of the 
streets therein as intersected the grounds owned by the United 
States. 
FORBIGN AFFAIRS. _ 
Mc. HOWARD reported a bill for the relief of Alexander H. 


yerett. 
<3 H. also, reported a bill for the relief of Alexander Ham- 
mett. 

Me. H. also reported a resolution to take from the files the 
pill reported in the last Congress, “fixing the compensation of 
public ministers and consuls general, and for other purposes, 
and refer itto the Committee on Foreign Affairs; which was 
concurred in. ' 

Mr. H. also made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Daniel Brent. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a resolution to refer the ‘bill autho- 
rizing the Secretary of War to allow compensation to pension 
agents” to the Committee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. M. aiso reported a bill forthe relief of Anne Rewalt. 

Mr. FRY reported a bill granting a pension to Phebe Champe, 
widow of Sergeant John Champe of Ohio. 

Mr. CHILDS reported a bill for the relief of Capt. Allen. 

Mr. SIBLEY reported a bill forthe reliefof David Mellon. 

INVALID PENSIONS. . 

Mr. HEROD reported a bill for the relief of Levi M. 
Roberts. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York reported a bill for the re- 
lief of David Rollins. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky reported a bill for the relief of 
Elijah Blodgett. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont reported a bill for the relief of Aaron 
Tucker. 

Mr. A. also moved that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the reselution proposing to make 
provision for the uld (Massachusetts) regiment of infantry. Mr. 
4. stated that the committee were of opinion that relief should 
be afforded, but the subject was one not within their jurisdic- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, the subject 
was referred to a select committee of five. 

ROADS AND CANALS. . 

Mr. MERCER reported a resolution calling upon the Presi- 
dent of the United States for any information he might deem it 

yroper to communicate, respecting the action of the Executive 
een in relation to the resolution of the Senate of the 
3d of March, 1835, requiring the Presidentof the United States 
to consider the expediency of opening negotiations with other 
nations, and especially the Government of Central America, for 
a ship canal across the Isthmus of Darien; which was concur- 
red in. 

Mr. GRANT reported a resolution to print 3,000 extra copies 
of the report in favor of the construction of a ship canal around 
the falls of Niagara; which, under the rule, lies over. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr. LINCOLN reported a resolution, authorizing the House 
committee on this subject to confer with the corresponding Se- 
nate committee, on all mat’ers appertaining to their duties, or 
within their appropriate province; which was concurred in. 

NEUTRALITY BILL. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the neu- 
trality bill, published in a preceding column. 

The question pending was on the substitute proposed by Mr. 
LOOMIS. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, who was entitled to the floor, addressed 
the House at considerable length on the subject of the bill 
generally. He was not opposed to the object which he doubted 
not the Committee on Foreign Affairs had in view in bringing 
this bill before the House, but he had objections to many of the 
a msof the bill. By the first section of the bill, certain 

Tnited States officers are authorized to seize all vessels and 
vehicles which it is thought probable are about to cross the 
frontier, to be used in carrying ona war against the citizens or 
subjects of a neighboring State. If, however, gentlemen would 
examine the language of the first section of the bill in connec- 
tion with the provision of the following section, they would find, 
if he was notgreatly mistaken, in it, that our citizens were only 
prevented from supplying arms and munitions of war to the 
parent State, while they were left free to supply the rebellious 
indiviiuals whv had taken up arms against the mother country. 
This was his construction of the two sections, and if the com- 
— entertained different views, he should like them to ex- 
plain. 

With regard to the condition of thiigs on our southern bor- 
der, he should like to know how the provisions of this bill would 
apply there He did not apprehend that it would apply to 
Texas at all, because it provided that the United States officers 
Were only to act when vessels were about to take arms into a 
neighboring territory for the purpose of being used againat the 
citizens or subjects of said conterminous country. Then, with 

egard to Texas: the war which might be going on there being 
all on one side, the whole population of Texas being engaged 
azainst the authority of Mexico, he presumed the provisions of 
this bill would not apply so as to authorize the seizure of any 
arms about to be taken into that territory by citizens of this 
country. Practically, then, by the provisions of this bill, we 
would be prevented from furnishing arms to Mexico. while we 
would be permitted to furnish Texas with all kinds of muni- 
uons of war. This was the way he understood it, but the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs said he was mistaken. 

Mr. LEGARE aaid that, in his view of the matter, this law, 
if it passed, would not apply to Texas, because it was recog- 
nised by our Government to be an independent State. 

Mr. MASON supposed, then, that this law was not in'ended 
to apply at all to our southwestern frontier. 

Mr. LEGARE said he had merely alluded to the Government 
of Texas-and to no other portion of the southwestern frentier. 

Mr. MASON prestimed there would be a great contrariety of 
opinion in relation to this matter, inthe House. He desired to 
ascertain what the practical application of this law would be 
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with regard to existing difficulties, and dificulues which might 
arise hereafter 

Mr. HOWARD rose to explain. He had, on yesterday, at- 
tempted to explain the difficulties which presented themselves 
to the committee, when this bill was beforethem. There w. °4 
three gradations through which a nation must pass before it can 
take its stand as an independent nation. He alluded toa colo 
nial government. The first step was revolt o: insurrection 
The next was civil war: thatis, when an insurrection has be- 
come of sufficient maguitude to entitle itto that appellation 
And the third and last was, when its independence was recog 
nised by other Governments , 

Now the object of this bill was merely to apply to the first of 
these cases. it was admitted to bea matter of great difliculty to 
provide m a law in advance, any conditions on which the 
Executive or Congress should undertake to say precisely when 
any people passed from the first to the second of these stages 
There were certain cases where every body wouldadmit that a 
people were in the first; and so with the second of these stages; 
but there might be great doubt asto the parucular time when 
it passed from the ene tothe other. With regard to the pre- 
sent condition of things in Canada, no body would believe that 
a civil war was raging there. 

It was yet buta revolt, and there was no telling whether it 
would ever be any thing more. Then, as there was to be dis- 
cretionary power in relation to this matter placed somewhere, 
it wasdeemed by the committee most proper to leave this with 
the only constitutional power—the Executive power. The 
committee, therefore, introduced a provision to authorize the 
Executive to restore property which might be seized, on cer- 
tain contingencies; for, in case of civil war, our citizens have 
the right to send arms, and this right they had always maintain- 
ed; but in the first case—that of revolt—they had not. He 
would answerthe gentleman, then, by saying that it would 
be competent for the people ef this country to avail themselves 
of their usual right of exporting arms and ammunition to either 
party, in case they chose to run the risk of confiscation, It is 
well known that the laws of nations permitted this sort of 
trade to be carried on without involving the nations whose ci- 
tizens participate in itin a war. The citizens carried on the 
trade at the risk of having their property confiscated. 

Mr. MASON considered that these provisions ofthe bill were 
not calculated to effect the object which it ought to be the in- 
tention of every person desirous of preserving the neutrality of 
this Government. Great Britain and Mexico were now aking 
loud and serious complaints of the interference of our citizens 
in their affairs, and it was the duty of the Government of the 
United States to restrain its citizens from intermeddling in the 
affairs of foreign Governments. Mr.M. proceeded at consider- 
able length to answer the arguments of the gentleman, in rela- 
tion to these provisions of the bill, and concluded by sending 
to the Clerk’s table, certain amendments which he intended to 
submit to the first and second sections of the bill, when it 
would be in order to do so. 

Mr. HOWARD then sent to the Clerk’s table, and had read, 
two letters which he had received from the War Department; 
the one from General Brady, and the other from Governor Ma- 
son, setting forth the condition of things on the frontier, and 
urging the passage of the bill under consideration. 

Mr. BYNUM addressed the House at some length in support 
of the bill, but in opposition to some of its provisions. He 
considered that our citizens had rights in this matter which 
ought not to be infringed. Our people had a perfect right to 
trade with the people of Canada, of whatever party they might 
be, in the articles referred to in the bill, without the Government 
of Great Britain having any right to take exception to it 
There was no treaty between us and Great Britain which would 
prevent our citizens from carrying on this trade, and it was 
expressly permitted by the laws of nations; therefore, he was 
opposed to interfering with it in this wise. He would go 
against our Government interfering in any way with the affairs 
of other Goveraments, but he would not go to place restrictions 
upon our people which the laws of nations did not require or 
demand. 

Mr. HOLSEY withdrew his motion to strike outa part of the 
yroviso of the original bill, and gave notice of an amendment 
ne should move when it was in order. 

Mr. EVERETT, also, gave notice of an amendment he de- 
signed to submit, and moved its printirg. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that all the amendments be printed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio also moved an amendment to 
strike out certain parts of the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS also gave notice of certain amendments. 

Mr. LOOMIS submitted a modification of his substitute. 

All the amendments were then ordered to be printed; the bill 
was laid aside, and sundry bills from the Senate were taken 
up, read twice, and referred to their appropriate standing 
committees. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the bill in relationto the north- 
eastern boundary was ordered to be printed, and then, on mo- 
tion, 

The House adjourned 





TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 19, 1838. 

The business in regular order, under the new rule, being to 

call the States and Territories for resolutions, ° 
NEUTRAL LAWS. 

Mr. HOWARD moved a suspension thereof, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding with the “Neutrality bill.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, as this was a very important 
question, he would ask for the yeasand nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 93, nays 54. 

So the House refused to suspend the rule, two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, and by general concent, the 
kill and various amendments were all recommitted to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BEATTY, on leave, presented a number of petitions 
and memoriale; which were appropriately referred 

[The petitions presented by Mr. B. were as follows: A peti- 
tion signed by a large number of citizens of Armstrong county, 
praying for the establishment ofa post route therein mention- 
cd. Also. a remonstrance, signed by a very respectable num- 
ber of citizens of Butler county, againat the annexation of 
Texas tothis Union. Also. joint resolutions of the Pennsviva- 
nia Legislature, in favor of a Macadamized road from some 
pointon the National road to the town of Erie. Also, the pe- 
tition of a large number of the citizens of Western Pennsy|va- 
nia, praying an appropriation to improve the Alleghany 1iver 
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to Olean{Point, in the State of New York. Also, a petition 
irom Western Pennsylvania, in favor of an appropriation to 
Elkereek Harbor, ou Lake Erie.} P 


Mr. CURTIS, in parsuance of notice heretofore given, re 
ported a bill tor the reltet of certain cebiors of the Taned 
States, and to sepeal certain acts relating thereto: which was 
committed to the Committee on che Judiciary 


On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committers on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instrueted to inquire into the « Xxpeciency of establish 
ing a post route from Saco to Allred, in the State of Maine, by 
the way of Goodwin's Mills, in Lyman. 

On notion of Mr. ANDERSON, 

Resolved. That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
ng a post route from Gardiner, in the State of Maine, throuch 
Windsor, Patricktown, Washington, Liberty, Appleton, Leas 
mont and Belmont, to Belfast, and of discontinuing the parts ot 
routes how existing between said points 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to biquire into the eX} due ney of extending the provisions of 
law “forthe relief of certain insolvent debtors of the t nited 
States,’ passed on the 2d day ef March, 1831, toall cases of the 
denomination provided for i) said act, that has arisen, er shall 
arise hereafter 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Resolved, That the Committee en Military Affairs be 
structed to inquire into the expediency of au hori nag the con 
struction of the Military road, in the State of Maine, authorized 
by the joint resolution of Congress, a) proved March 2 182). of 
with such alterations and variations of the same as public i 
terest and the security of the frontier may require 

Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolution, whieh, gis 
ing rise to debate, ies over by the rule 

Resolred, That the just claims of citizens of the United 
States upon the Government of the Mexican Republic tor in 
cdemnity for injuries upon their persons or property committed 
bv officers or other persons subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Mexican Confederation, ought not to be sacrificed or abandon 
ed by the Government of the United State 

Resolved, That the existing relations between the United 
States and the Mexican Republic cannet justify the United 
States, on any principle of international law, in resorting to any 
measure of hostility against tie Mexican Government 0 
people. 

Resolved, That in the present state of the relations hetween 
these United States and Mexico, nothing has occurred which 
can justify the continued suspension of amicable negotiations 
between them 

Resolved, That the President of the United Statea be re 
quested to resume amicable negotiations with the Government 
of the Mexican Confederation. 

On motien of Mr. BORDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pension 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of restoring the 
name of Benjamin Durfee, a soldier of the Revolutionary war, 
to the pension rolls; and that the Commissioner of Pensions 
be requested to furnish the committee with the papers of said 
Durfee, now on file in hia office, and upen which he was allowed 
a pension 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be inetructed 
to Inquire into the expediency of altering the law as to the 
jurisdiction of the courts of the Voted States in cases where a 
corporation ig a party. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Revolutionary Pensions by 
instructed to inquire inte the expediency of granting a penst 
to James Whidden, a Revolutionary soldier 

On motion of Mr. CALUOUN of Magssachucetta, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War lay before the Hous: 
the papers in the case of Noel Parsons, a Revolutionary pen 
sioner. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruc: 
ed to consider the expediency of revising and so amending the 
laws on the subject of the naturalization of foreigners, as to 
require a longer term of residence in the United States previous 
to their admission to the righta of American citizenship, and 
greater checks and securities against fraudsin the means and 
process of obtaining naturalization. 

Resolved, That the same committee be further instructed to 
consider the propriety and expediency of providing, by law 
against the introduction into the United States of vagrants and 
paupers, departed from foreign countries, for whom no place of 
residence, and means of employment, and ¢ertain support for 
areasonable time after their arrival, have been Previonsly 
prepared ; and requiring that the owners and masters of vessels 
by whom such persons shal! be brought into the country, shat} 
be held liable for their reltef, if left in distress upon their being 


| landel. 
On motion of Mr. INGHAM, 
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Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to cavse 
the survey and map of the barber and mouih of Connecticy 
river, made under the direciion of the Topographical Bureau 
i 1836, to be communicated to this House; and that he cause the 
map to be reduced, if necessary, to prepare it for publication 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be recueet: d 
to communicate to this House— ; ' 

1. The amount of balances against ali banke which have been 
used as public depositories that is not secured, or will proba 
bly be lost ; adding thereto the estimated loss that fias oceurred 
by taking on pablie account depreciated bank notes. 

2. The amount of balances against all kinds of collecting offi- 


cers which has not beew secured, or will probably be loet, 
_ 3. The amount of losses which have acerued through failures 
in payment of duty bonds 

On motion of Mr. HOLT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Poet Office and Poet 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
the clerks of the Poet Office Depastmnert the sani per rentum 
upon their salaries that was allowed to the clerks of the other 
Departments of the Government by the appropriation act of 
the last session of the 24th Congress. 

Oo motion of Mr. HALEY, | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of ao appropriation relative to 
the completion of the custom-house and public grounds con- 
nected therewith, in New London, Conpecticut, 





























































































































































































On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, 
Resolred, That the Commitice on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing John 
Rogera, of Connecucut, on the pension roll 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, 

Reaolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
law of 1826 as to allow to widows of the first marriage the pen 
sions which their husbands were entitled to under the statute 
of 1832. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granticg pension: 
to Simon Chase, Eli Plant, Ezra Spalding, and Sarah Chase, 
widow of Solomon Chase 

On motion of Mr. MARVIN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com 
municate to thie House the report of the survey of the Allegha 
ny river, made during the past season, under a resoluuon of 
this House, at the second session of the 24th Congress. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of Increasing the 
pension of Christopher Rofl, of Delaware county, New York, 
a Revolutionary soldier 

Ov motion of Mr. DE GRAFP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
he instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
Jaw of the 4th July, 1835, granting pensions to widows, as to 
embrace withio its provisions those who have become widows 
subsequent to the 4ih July, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Militia be instructed 
to inquire mito the expediency of purchasing as many Copies or 
volumes of “Scou’s Tactics for Infantry, Light Infantry and 
Riflemen,”’ aa may be necessary to supply, according to rank, 
the militia officers in the States and Territories of the United 
Bates 

On motion ef Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inqitire into the expediency of the General Govern- 
ment repairing Fort Ontarig, in the village of Oswego, iu the 
State of New York, and establishing a military post at said vil 
lage 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following resolution, which, 
by the rule, lies over one day 

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
queated, if not incompatible with the public interest, to commu- 
nicate to this House any information possessed by him respect- 
ing the capture anil destruction of the steamboat Caroline, at 
Schlosser, during the night of the {9th December last, and the 
murder of citizens of the United States on board, and all the 
particulars thereof, not heret tore communicated; and espe- 
cially to inform the House whether said capture was autho. 
rized, commanded, or sanct.oned, or has been avowed, by the 
British authorities or officers, or any of them; and also whether 
stepy have been taken by him to obtain satisfaction from the 
Government of Great Britain on account of said outrage; and 
to communicate to the House all correspondence or communi 
cations relative thereto, which have passed between the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or any of the public authorities of 
either. ’ 

Mr. LOOMIS submitted the following resolution; which, by 
the rule, lies over one day 

Resolved, Tiat tae Posumaster General furnish to this House 
an estimate showing, as near as he can ascertain, 

1. What proportion of the matls of the United States consists 
of free parcels estimated by weight 
+ 2. What proportion consists of free parcels estimated by 
amount of postage on parcels that pay postage, and accounting 
all printed documents at pamphlet postag: 

3 What would be the proportion of the amount of postage 
te be paid by the Government in case all free parcels were 
charged to Government at tae same rate that printed parcels 
pay. - - 

i, To how low a rate the tariff of postage can be reduced, 
and sustain the Department, in case all parcels conveyed in the 
mails were chargeable with postage 

On motion of Mr. BROADHEAD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from the village of Ellenville, in the county of 
Mister, by the way of Greenfield Southwick’s settlement, in said 
county, io Wakeman’'s settlement, Miller’s settlement, to the 
village of Monticello, m the county of Sullivan, in the State of 
New York, a distance of twenty-six miles. 

On motion of Mr. SPENCER, 

Resoived, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the exnediency of revising the pro- 
visions of the act entitiedan act granting bounty lands, and ex- 
tra pay to Certain Canadian voluntecrs, approved the Sth 
March, 1816; and an act to amend said act, approved 3.1 March, 
18]7. 

Mc. GRANT submitted the following resoluiion, at the re 
quest of Mr. Bronson, who was confined to his roum by indis- 
position, and it was adepted 

Resolved, ‘Viat the Secretary of War be r quested to com- 
municate to this House the following information, viz 

1. How many volunteers and militia have been mustered 
into, or employe iin, the service of the United States, within 
the last six years, and the number of mounted men. 

2. When, where, and for what purpose, such volun'eers or 
miitia were employed or mu tered into the service of the 
United States, and the leng.i of Ume they continued In such 
service ; 

3. The difference in the expense, if any there has been, b 
tween the employment of such volunteers or militia, and the 
troops of the regular army ; and generally the estimated di! 
ference of expense between the employment an 1 maintenance 
of regular troops and m:litia or volunteers 


On motien of Mr. GRAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca 
structed to inquire tito the propriety of constructing @ cat 
from the North Braech Canal, tn the Strate of Pennsylvania, ta 
the Chemung Canal, at Elmira, in the State ot New York, or 
f.om said North Branch Canal te Owego or Binghamp ‘on, tn 
said State of New York, and that the report made by G. W 
Hughes, on the same subject, be printed. 

(The remainder of the resolutions will be given in onr next ] 

On motion of Mr. EVANS 3,000 extra copies} of the docu- 


ils be 
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ment in relation to the northeast boundary were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. GRANT made an ineffectual attempt to call up the re- 
solution to print some extra copies of the report in relation to 
a canal round the Falleof Niagara 

On motion of Mr MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, Trat the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inyuire into the expediency of esiablish- 
ing a mail route from Hilisboro, in Orange county, North Caro- 
lina, by Daniel 8. Lates’s Store, Mouat Willing, and Col. John 
Stockart’s, to Rock creek or Fogleman’s Post Office, in said 
county. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requesied 
to report to this House whether any, and it any, what orders cur 
instructions have been given from his Department, by which 
the lands fronting on bayous and other water courses, which 
have been surveyed under the provisions of the second section 
ofthe act of the 24th May, 1824, have been declared not to be 
subject, under the provisions of the act of the 4th April, 1832, 
to subdivision or sale in smalier tracts than these into which 
they were originally surveyed, under Ue said acts of I8}i and 
1824; and alsuv whether any, and if any, what divisions have 
been made by his Department by which the benetits of the pre- 
emption privilege are given to all actual settlers by the last pro- 
viso tothe said act of 1832, have been withheld trom any per- 
son claiming the same in consequence of their settlements 
being mace upon lands so surveyed under the acts of 1811 
and I-24. 

On mouon of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, 

Resolved, ‘Vinat the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing ports of entry at 
Green Bay, and at M'iwaukie, in Wisconsin Territory. 

On meuon of Mr. DOWNING, of Florida, 

Resolved, Tinvat the Comimittee on the Territories be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Territory 
of Fiorida to take the census, and to adopt a Constitution, pre- 
paratory to an introduction into the Union. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, by consent, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation Jor 
the survey of ihe waters and islands of the upper ports of Lake 
Erie, Detroit river, Lake St, Ccair, the Flats at the mouth ol 
St. Clair River, Saginaw Bay, Thunder Bay islands, the Siraits 
of Mackinac, the islands at the foot of Lake Michigan, the 
s'raits and waters leading from Lade Huron to Lake Supe- 
rior, and other waters and isiands of Green Bay. 

Also, into the expediency of making an appropriativn for the 
erection of a light-house at ornear Point aux Barques, at or 
near Presque Isle Harbor, or Manitaw Island, on Big Beaver 
Island, at the mouth of Gallien River; of South Black River; of 
North Black River; of Muskegon River; of St. Marys River; ot 
Clinton River; at Stoney Point; and at Point Detour. 
Also, a beacou-lightat Mackinac, and at the artiticial eatrance 
of the River Raisin. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, Tisat the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making a grant of 
land to the State of Michigan to aid said State in the consiruc- 
Uon of a ship canal around the Falls of %t. Mary river, con- 
necting Lake Huron with Lake Superior. 

» On mouon of Mr. YELL, for the State of Mississippi, by 
requeat: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of removing the land office 
for the Augusta Land District, in the State of Mississippi, from 
the town of Augusta to the town of Paulding, in the county ot 
Jasper, in the State of Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Roads and Canals be to- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a mill- 
tary road from Jeflerson Barracks, in the State of Missouri, to 
Fort Leavenworth, on the western frontier of said Siate. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Coinmittee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing the following post routes in the State of Arkansas, to wit: , 

From the mouth of Cache, on White river, via Pine Bluffs 
the county seat of Jefferson county, to Caraapabra, the county 
seat of Union county. 

Also, a post route from Little Rock, via Erwin’s settlement, 
to White couity court-house, and thence to Litchfield, Jaekson 
county, thence to Powhatan, Lawrence county, and thence to 
Jackson, 

Also, a post rou‘e from Ozark, the county seat in Franklin 
county, to Sevierville, Madison county, and thence to Osage, 
Benton county. 

Also, a post route from the mouth of Cache on White river 
to Searcy, the court-house of White county, and thence to 
Clinton, Van Buren county 

On motion of Mr. MILLER of Missouri, 

Resolved, Vhat the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roacs be mstructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
bushing a mail route from Oseola, in Sinelair county, Missouri, 
to Sarcoxie, in Barry county, in said State; thence to Fort 
Smith on the Arkansas river, via Gowshin, Beaty’s prairie, 
Vine Yard, &c. Also, into the expediency of establishing a 
mail route from Springfield, Green county, Missouri, to Sar- 
coxte, In Barry county, in said State. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructe! to inquire into theexpediency of establishing 
a matlroute frem Independence, in Jackson county, Missouri, 
by the way of Willis 1. Alexanders, the Low Jack, to the seat 
of justice of Johnsen county, in said Siate. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims inquire into the 
expediency o! releasing the securities of H. HH. B. Hays, latea 
postmaster at Claiborne, Alabama, fram the payment of so 
much of a judgment obtained against them by the Post Office 
Department as accrued in the way of penalty for the default 
of their principal, upon the payment of the cei and interest 
actually due from the postmaster. 

On motion ef Mr. LAWLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Port Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe liency of esiablich- 
ingamail route from Hickory Level, in Taladega county, 
crossing Tallapoos» nver at Alabama river, passing Abacoochee 
to the Canal Gold Mines, i. Alabama; and that the eame com- 
mittee be ine'rnete! to inauire into the expediency of allowing 
to Messrs Jamison and Williamson, late mail contractors in 
Albama, for extra services performed and losses sustained by 





them, in consequence of the late war with the C 
as will appear by proofs in the Post Office Depart 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

esolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canal 
siructed to inquire into the expediency of making my 
pilation for a survey, with a view w the im ovement n.. 
following rivers in Iiwois, to wit: the Little Wabash | a the 
Embarrass river, and the Big Vermilion river, of the Wart? 

On motion of Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS of Tennessee =m, 

Re solved, That the Committee on Commerce be’ 
to Inquire into the expediency of establishing Knoxvi 
Holston river, Scite of Tennessee, as a port of entry 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER of Ohio, . 

Resolved, That the Commitee on the Post Office 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
ing a mail route from Greenville in Dark cou 
Miami county, Ohio. 

On mouon of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Miliary Affiirs be 

. . . : . . ‘ ie 
structed to inquire into the expediency of inereasing the pay of 
volunteers when in the service of the United States: als». _ 
granting a quantity of land, in propertion to rank, to each offi 
cer and soldier who has served for twelve months during the 
present war with the Seminole Indians in Florida. oo 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establis}). 
ing a post route from Petersburg to Boonville, in the State of 
Indiana. 

Oa motion of Mr. RARIDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means te in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating a sum 
sufficient to complete the Cumberland Road through Ohio. In 
diana, and Hlinois, and to place the same under the direc tion of 
the Secretary of War, to be expended as that service may re- 
quire. 

On motion of Mr. BOND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands, who are 
already instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
certain appropriations 0: said lands to officers and soldiers 0} 
the Virginia State line inthe Revolutionary war, be, and the 
same are hereby, also instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending such appropriations to all other American officers, 
soldiers, seamen, and marines of that war, so as to equalize the 
bounty of each; and ifany reason for discriminating in favor of 
the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line exist, that the same 
be reported to this House. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post route 
from Alexandria, by Hinestown, on the Calcasieu River, to 
Jenkins’s and Droddy’s Ferry, on the Sabine, in the State of 
Louisiana: also a route from Natchitoches, by Grand Cove, to 
Shreeveport or Coate’s Bluff, in said Siate. 

On motion of Mr. GOODE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing a post road from Greenville, Stark county, Ohio, (vy the 
way of Jacksonville, Houston Post Office, and Hardin.) to Sid 
ney, Shelby ceunty, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on Commerce be instructed 
to ingttire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
survey ofa shoal on Sunken Island, near the Western Sister, 
and to the southward thereof, in Lake Erie, and for marking 
the boundary of said shoal, on Sunken Island, by suitable 
buoys. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resoived, That the Committee on the Post Office anid Post 
Moaus be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta 
biishing a mail route from Fairfax, Monroe county, via Marys- 
Ville, Springville, and Frazier’s Store, Lawrence county, to 
Ifumersly’s Mill, and thence to Mount Pleasant, in Martin 
county, Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CHANEY, 

Reso!ved, hat the Committee on the Post Office and Po-t 
Roads be instructed to inquire inte the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from McConnelsville to Francis Trebelcack’s, 
thence to Peter Heith’s, and thence to Oliver Post Office, in 
Morgan county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. SUEPLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Cadi, in Harrison county, Ohio, by way 
of Leesburg, in Carroll county, Sandyville, in Tuscarawas 
county, to Bethlehem, in Stork county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. COFFIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of continuing to 
Elizabeth Kenton, widow of General Simon Kenton, deceased, 
the pension allowed to her husband by the act of 28th 
May, 1836. 

Ou motionof Mr. HARPER, 

Resolved, Thai the Committee on Claims be instructed to 
inq:ure into the expediency of releasing, in whole or in pait, 
A. Avery, A. P. Prichard, and W. P. Taylor from the payment 
of two promissory notes for the sum of $1,711 87§ cents each, 
given by them to secure the payment of ajudgment in favor ol 
the United States against the Granville Alexandrian Society, 
obtained June term, 1822, in the District Court of the United 
States for the district of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Reads be instructed to inguire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing the following post routes in the State of Indi- 
ana, viz: From Rockville, via Annapolis, West Union, West 
Port and Lodi to Eugene. From Fort Wayne, via Warsaw 
and Plymouth, to Lanorte. 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN, : 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
furnish Uns House a statement, showing the quantity of land 
sold by the United Srates, ei'her at pullae auctien or by entry 
out of the lanls ceded w this Government by the Shawnee In- 
dians, under the convention made at Waporghonetta on the 8th 
of Augnet, IS31; and that said Secretary state to the House how 
much, if any thing, is due to said tribe of Indians in virtue 
of the stipu ations contained in the 7th article of said con- 
vention. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 1¢- 
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vested to ernie the House of Representatives copies of the 
jollowing port a certain contract made between Gen. Thomas 

1. Acopy 8 6" “hi eae: 

s, Jesup, certain Creek Indian Chiefs and James C. Watson 
and Copies of all letters addressed to, or transmitted from the 
War Department to any officia], or oiher persons, concerniug 
tract. 

= Copies of the legal opinions of Messrs. Craw/ord and 
Balch, commissioners appoinied to investigate the frauds prac- 
tised upon the Creeks, in the sale of their reserves upen said 
contracts, together with copies of the evidence before them, 
and arguments of counsel. — - os 

4. A copy of the ratification of said contract by the Execu- 
tive, and of any papers purporting to be the assent of the 
Creek reservees to said contract of said Jesup, Creek Chiefs, 
and said Watson and others. as 

5. Also a copy of any ather contract made for Creek reser- 
vations by Chiefs of the Creek natien, purporting to be on the 
behalf of their people, since the month of August, (836, and on 
filein the War Department. 

On motion of Mr. DUNN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
tu furnish this House with all the oformation in his possession 
as to the manner of renewing the bons given for duties, under 
the act of last session entided * An act to regulate the fees of 
district attorneys in certain cases ;’’ by waat officers the same 
have been 1enewed; what fees have been charged therefor; 
whether fees have or have not been charged by district attor- 
neys on bonds which were renewed by the respective collec- 
tors under the above act, and upon which no suit had been 
com nenced, and what fees (ifany) have been so charged, and 
by whai law or authority the same have been charged ; together 
witha copy ofall instructions given by te Secretary of the 
Treasury upen the subject to collectors, atturneys, or others. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to 
report to this House, 

ist. The names, class, and number of vessels that have been 
built or selected fur the Exploring Expedition. What number 
(ifavy) have been selected or built that have been abandoned; 
by whom selected or built, and the causes why they have been 
rejected, and upon whose recommendation. 

21. Thenumber of officers and persons appointed to said ser- 
vice, with their pames, rank, pay, dates of appointment, and 
the duties of those not ordinarily attached toa marine corps. 

dd. The amount already appropriated for said service, the 
amount expended, witha statement of what will be the proba- 
ble amount yet required before sailing.. The amount that will 
be required annuaily to support said expedition while eut. 

Mr A copy ef the orders under which the squadron are to 
sail. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direcied to lay be- 
fore this House a statement of the relative cost attending the en- 
listment, clothing, equipment, and maintenance, including the 
transportation for a given distance, of mounted men, or caval- 
ry, and infantry, in the service of the United States, 

On motion of Mr. ELLMORE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to this House, (as far as the same is practicable from 
official documents, and where they are deticicat, trom the most 
authentic sources of information in his power,) statements ex- 
hibiting the annual value of the exports of each State before 
and since the Declaration of Independence; showing what 
amount was of domestic, and what of foreiga growth or man- 
ufacture; the annual value of imports into ech State during 
the same period; the amount of duties chargeab!e each year on 
said imports, and the amount actually collected; the amount 
of such imports liable to duty, and what was duty free; the 
amount of drawbacks paid annually in each State, and on what 
articles; and also what was the average of the rate of duties in 
each of said years. 

On motion of Mr. RHETT, 

Resoloeed, That the Secretary of the Navy do report to this 
House, whether any ures has been made by order of the 
Navy Department, of St. Melena bar, in the State of South 
Carolina, with a view of ascertaining whether any buoys, 
beacons, or light-houses, are necessary for the safe navigation 
of that bar, and the places where they should be placed; and 
what will be the provable expense of the buoys, lights and 
bear ous, recommended by the survey, if any has been made. 

Oa motion of Mr. HENRY, the following was agreed to: 

Whereas, the great mass of both public and private business, 
demanding the attention of Congress fur a few years past have 
far exceeded what could be reasonably attended to and passed 
upon, and at the present session it appears to have vastly in- 
creased, which renders it imperative that some mode should be 
employed with relation to a portion of that busiuess at least, 
that more prompt and definite action may be had thereon: 

Whereas, the delay and expense attending the present mode 
of settling and adjusting private claims, itis believed, can be ad- 
vantageously remedied by constituting a Board of Commission- 
ers for that purpose, consisting of three or five competent per- 
sons, whose duty it shall be to examine, adjudicate, and pass 
vponall private claims against the Government with the least 
possible delay; whose determination sha!! be final and conclu- 
sive, and who shall be allowed a reasonable compensation for 
theirservices. Therefore, ; 

Resolved, Tiat the Committee of Claims be instructed to in- 

lire into the expediency of esiablishing by law a Board of 
Commissioners for the adjustment and final settlement of all 
private clainis against the Government. 

On motion of Mr. MCKENNAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering or 
amending the existing laws, as more effeciually to suppress 
gambling an gambling houses within the District. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, 

Resoloed, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of receding, under 
proper restrictions and reservations, with the consent of the 
people of this District, and of the States of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, the said District to the said States. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this House copies of all papers on file in the War De 
Partment, concerning the title of the United States to Friends’ 
Ore Bank, near Harpers Ferry, in Jefferson county, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. LEGARE, “a 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
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Inquire into the expediency of ordering a suivey of the bar of 
Charleston, and especially the northern channel thereof, and 
making adequate appropriation for that purpose. 

Oa mouvn of Mr. GRIFFIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed (o inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post reute from Lynchburg, Tennessee, via W. W. Gill’s 
store, Eliza Flacks and Petersburg, to Connersville, Tennessee, 
as as to connect with the present maid route from Campbells- 
ville to Connersville. 

Oa motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That document No. 34, now on the files of this 
House, be referred to the Cummittee of Claims, and that said 
committee inquire into the expediency of paying the company 
of Tennessee volunteers therein mentioned, and such other 
company Or companies of infantry or mounted Tennessee 
volunteers, as organized and equipped themselves for the 
Oreek and Florida campaigns in the year 1836, but who were 
not mustered into the service. 

Oa motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law that, hereafter, the officers 
who may be engaged im selling the public lauds shall not be 
engaged, either directly or indicecUy, in the sale or purchase 
thereof,during their continuanc:? in office. 

Mr. RUETT submitted the following joint resolution, which 
was read twice, and lies over under the rule : 

Resvlved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, two- 
thirds of both Houses concurring, That the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution be proposed to the Legislatures of the 
several States, which, when ratified by the Legislatures of 
three-fourths of the States, shall be valid to all intents and pur- 
poses, as part of the Constitution, to wit: 

No persen who shall have been elected President of the 
United States shall be again eligible to that office. 

Mr. McKAY submitted the following resolution ; and debate 
arising thereon, it laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed to 
inquire into the manner in which the public printing of Con- 
gress and the Executive Departments has been executed ; 
whether it has been done conformable to law; whether any, 
and what change can be made for the promotion of the public 
good, and that said committee have leave to report by bill or 


herwise. 
[ite HOPKINS submitted the following resolution, and de- 
te arising, it was laid over under the rule. 

Resolved, Thataselect committee, consisting of five members, 
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to makea faithful and com- 
prehensive investigation into all such abuses as may exist in the 
administration of the legislative branch of the Federal Govern- 
ment, with a view to the speedy correction of the same by the 
adoption of such asystem of reform and retrenchment in the 
contingent expenses thereof, as the public good may require; 
and that the said committee be instructed, also, to inquire into 
the expediency of divorcing, by law, the Government from the 
public press, by prohibiting, in future, every officer thereof, in 
his official capacity, from employing any conductor of a politi- 

a1 journal to execute any poruon ot the public printing. 

Mr. PATTON submitted the following resolutions, which, 
giving rise to debate, lieover under the rule: 

1. d#esolved, That the power of removing executive officers 
is vested in the President of the United States. 

2. Resolved, That this power was conferred to enable the 
Executive “to take care that the laws are faithfully executed,” 
and cannot be exercised arbitrarily or capriciously, without an 
abuse of power, tyrannical in its operauion, Corrupting in its 
teudency, and converting a remedy jor unworthiness and mis- 
conduct into a terrible engine of executive power. 

3. Resolved, That the patronage of the Executive Depart- 
ment has increased to an alarming extent, and ought to be re- 
stricted and diminished so far as is compatible with a safe aud 
faithful execution of the laws, 

4. Resolved, That itis the right of the Representatives of 
the people to examine into all abuses and usurpations which 
may be apprehended to exist in any of the Executive Depart- 
meuts, in order that they may be corrected and prevented, if 
possible, by legislation; and in flagrant and wanton Cases, ex- 
posed and punished. 

5. Resolved, That the power of appointment and removal 
from office, vested in the Executive, may be greatly abused, 
and its exercise ought, therefore, to be watched and strictly 
guarded, so as, if possible, “co prevent the power and patronage 
of the Executive from being brought into conflict with the 
freedom and purity of elections.” 

6. Resolved, That the Representatives of the people in this 
House have a right to inquire into the causes for which any 
executive officer has been dismissed from oflice by the Execu- 
tive. 

7. Resolved, That, in prosecuting such inquiry, the House 
of Representatives has a right to call for aud have furnished to 
it all official documents, papers, and Jetters, relating to the 
removal of such officer, which may be on file amung the records 
of any of the executive departments. 

8. Resolved, That a select committee of — members be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be te inquire whether any 
“honest, capable, and faithful” officers have been dismissed 
from office, nut on grounds of error, negligence, incapacity, 
misconduct, or unfiiness; and, also, to consider and report 
whether any and what restrictions can be imposed by law upon 
Executive patronage, so as more effectually to guard against 
abuse and corrupuon in the exoxcise of the power of removal 
from and appointment to oflice, 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolced, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of paying to Col. Joseph 
Brown the balawce claimed by him to be due, for the property 
lost in the Seminole campaign, by the following persons to wit: 
Hugh McBri‘e, John Lupell, Jacob Ellison, Hugh Long, 
David Ridge, Jobn Stephena, James Saylor, Isaac Patterson, and 
Samuel Walker, and transferred by them to the said Joseph 
Brown, and now on the files of the House. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inguire into the expediency of allowing to the 
several persons provided for in the act of 7th June, 1832, allow- 
ing pensions to certain officers and soldiers of the Revojution, 
a peasiun for six months service, if his name shall be found up- 
on the roils of those who served in said war, without any other 
evidence of service. 

And that said committee be instructed also to inquire into the 
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expediency of allowing to ali widows of said persons pensions, 
whose intermarriage took place previous to the ratification of 
the definitive treaty ef peace with Great Britain, negouated 
at Paris, and concluded on the third of September, 1783. 

And said committee be instructed further to inquire into 
the expediency of allowing said widows to establish the fact 
of such mtermarriage, by such proofas would be admissible in 
the prosecution of acivil rightin a court of contmon law juris- 
diction, 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of having the chart of the survey of the harbor 
of Havre de Grace, at the mouth of the Susquehanna, which 
accompanied the report of Mr. Hughes, made to the 24th Con 
gress, lithographed. 

On motien ot Me. KLINGENSMITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be and are hereby directed io inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a mail route from Blairsville, Pennsylvania, via 
New Alexandria, Greensburg, and Mount Pleasant, to Union 
‘Town, Pennsylvamia: also a mail route from New Alexendna, 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, via New Derry, to Johns- 
town, Cambria county, Penysylvauia: also a mail route from 
Greensburg, Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, via Mur 
raysville, to Logan’s Ferry, onthe Alleghany river; thence, by 
way of Ater’s Store, to North Wasbington ; thence, by way of 
Melnvain’s Store and Congruity Meeting, in Salem township, 
to Greensburg : also a mail route from Skelocta, Indiana coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, via Warren, Armstrong county, North 
Washington, Westmoreland county, to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carelina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Marion court-house, in the State of South 
Carolina, to Allen’s Bridge, on Little Pedee; thence by Hallus- 
ville and Clio to Bennittsville, in the same State, Aiso, from 
Kingstree, by Murrays and Lunds’ Ferry, on the Santee river, 
to Georgetown, in South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
inga mail route from Floyd Court-house to Comping Spring 
Post Office, in the county of Grayson, in the State of Virginia. 

On metion of Mr. STANLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
ing a mail route from the mainland, in Hyde county, North Ca- 
rolina, to some point on Chickawacomico banks, insaid county 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing additional 
public buildings to be erected at the military post at Newport, 
Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Chambersburg, in the county of Bediord, 
to the Big Lick, in the county of Botetourt, in the State of Vir- 
ginia. 

On motion of Mr. STONE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Kingston, in Roane county, Tennessee, 
via Ten Miles, Decatur, Kincannon’s Ferry, on the Hiwassee 
river, to Ross’s Landing, Tennessee, thence via Landrey, down 
to Jacksonville, Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. DENNIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
ing a post route from Princese Ann to Ford and Wister’s store, 
in Somerset county, Mary!and. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, addressed to the Senators and 
Representatives of that Commonwealth in the Congress of the 
United States, and herewith presented to the House, be referrer 
to the same Committee of the Whole to which bill No. 516 
was committed, and also to the Committee on Revoluvoairy 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
ing a post road directly from Statesville, in Irede}l county, to 
Mount Airy, in Surry county, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. CHARLES SHEPARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the purpose of removing the obstruction in the mouth 
of the Scuppeway river, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. RENCHER, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of allowing the representatives of 
William Loman, of Davidson county, Norih Carolina, the 
amount of pension due theeaid William Loman from the time 
it was suspended in the year 1821, until he was again placed on 
the roll in 1834, upon the same declaration and proof. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granung a pension 
to Susannah Roe, widow of John Roe, Jate a pensioner of the 
United ¥tates from the State of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establiceh- 
ing a post route agreeably to the prayer of the petition of W. 
G. Lee and others, (addressed to the Postmaster General, which 
agcompanies this resolution.) 

(it OBERTSON submitted the following resolutions; and 
bate arising thereon, they were laid un the table one day un- 
der the rule: 

1. Resolred, That Congress possesses no power under the 
Constitution to establish a National Bank. 

2. Resolved, That provision opght to be made by law for the 
due collection and administration of the public revenue. 

3. Resolved, That for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
foregoing resolutions, the Committee of Ways and Means be, 
and they ere hereby, instructed to report, with all converient 
despatch, a bill, as far as practicable diminishing the power 
and patronage of the Executive Department, and asserting the 
proper authority and caution of Congress in reference to the 
collection, custody, and disbursement of the revenue, evoiding 
all connection, pecuniary and political, between the Govern. 
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ment and the banking institutions, and especially prohibiting 
the latter from using such public deposites as may be made 
therein, directly or indirectly, asthe basis of discounts or other- 
wise, for their own benefit, and preventing in future the ac- 
cumulation of, or, where that cannot be effected, providing for, 
the speedy reduct oarpl any surplus in the Treasury beyond 
8 reasonabie Wants. | 

Mr. BELL gave oMice of hisintention to ask leave, when in 
order, to move for leave to introduce a bill to secure the free 
dom of election; which was entered ou the joursa! 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the same jont res ution, 
which he laid on the table, on the 2d of January last, to amend 
the Conetitution of the United Slates, which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on the agate of the 
Union 

Mr. JOHN QUINCY 
lowing 

Resolved, That at the commencement of the first session 
of every Congress of the United Btates, every person claim 
log a seat in the House of Representatives shall, before taking 
hiw eeat, furnish the Clerk of the House the credentials authen 
ticating hix elecuon as a member of the House; and in calling 
over the rojl of members appearing to take their seats, the 
Clerk of the preceding House shall not include in the call any 
person who appears without producing his credential 

Debate arising on the said resolution, it was lafd on the table 

On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route between Guyandotte, in Virginia, and Ciucin 
nati, in Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
jig a mail route from Sumpterville, in the State of South Caro- 
lina, to Plowden’s mill and Brewington, in the same State. 

On motion of Mr. MASON of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roeds be instructed to inquire into expediency of ¢ stablishing a 
post route between Winchester and Parkersburg in Virginia, 
by the Northwestern turnpike road 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing @ post route from Morgantown, in Monongalia county, Vir- 
ginia, via Dent’s mills, and David Sander’s to Rivesville; also, a 
route from Smythfield, on the Cumberland road, in Pennsyl 
vania, via Brangonville, Kingwood, and Evansville, in Preston 
county, to Morgantown, in Monongalia county, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. CLEVELAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Carnesville, via Jefferson, to Lawrence 
Ville, in Gwinnette county; also, a route from Rome, in Floyd 
county, Georgia, via Gaylesville, Lynchburg, Van Buren, War- 
renton, to Summerville, in Alabarna; also, a route from Camp- 
belton, in Campbell county, via Burnt Hickory, in Paulding 
county, Parker's Cross Roads, to Cassville, in Cass county, 
(Gicorgia 

By Mr. DROMGOOLE 
RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution 

of the United States in relation to the election of President. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Consress assembled, (two- 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States be proposed to the 
Legislatures of the several States, which, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid to all 
intents and purposes as part of the Constitution: 

* The electors shall meetin their respective States, on such 
day as Congress shall determine, and vote for President and 
Vice President, in the manner prescribed by the twelfth article 
of amendments to the Constitution. In addition to the lists re- 
quired by the said twelfth article of amendments, the electors 
shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, 
and of the number of votes for each; which lists they shall sign 
and certify, and transmit, sealed, to the seat of Government of 
the United States, directed to the President of the United States, 
or, if there 1s no President, to the person exercising the powers 
of said office, within days, to be opened and examined by 
him, If itshall appear, upon examination, that no person bas 
received 4 majority of the votes of the-electors appointed, the 
President of the United States, or the person exercising the 
powers of said office, shall forthwith, by proclamation and by 
u™Mifications to the Executives ef each State, publish the num- 
ber of votes given to each person as President. Wherev on, 
the said electors, or such others as may be appointed in their 
stead by each or any of the States, in such manner as the Le- 
gislature thereof may direct, shall meet on such day succecd- 
ing the first meeting as Congress shall determine, and vote for 
one of the two persons having the highest numbers on the lists 
of those voted for as President at the said first meeting. Or if 
it should happen that more than two persons shall have receiv 
ed the highest, and also equal, numbers of votes, the said elec 
tors shall yote for one of them as President. Or if it should 
happen that one person shall have received the highest num- 
ber, and not a majority of the whole numberof votes, and two 
or more persons shall have received the next highest, and also 
equal, numbers of votes, the said electors shall vote either for 
the person having the highest number, or tor one of those hav- 
ing the next hichest number of votes as President 

“The electors at the said second meeting, should it take 
place, shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as Pre- 
sident, and of the number of votes for each; which lists they 
ehall sign and certify, and transmit, sealed, to the seat of Go 
vernment of the Unrted States, directed to the President of the 
Senate. The President of the Senate shall, inthe presence of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certifi- 
cates, and the votes given by the electors at their first meeting 
shail be counted, and also the votes given by the electors at 
their second meeting, should such second meeting have taken 
place; if 1t shall appear that any person has been duly eleeted 
President of the United States, according to the Constitution, 
by the electors at their first meeting, suoh person shall be the 
President; if not, and it shall appear that any person shall hava 

received the createst number, and also a majority, of the votes 
of the electors at their second meeting, such person shall be het 
President; but if it shall happen that no person is duly elected 
President of the United States, either at the first or second 
meeting of the electors, then the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives shall immediately, by ballot, each member of beth 


ADAMS, by leave, moved the fol 





enn nc nc aaa esssssnesnsessenssesnssnnnsnenennmenneneneneeemeeeeeeeene nema a 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Houses giving one vote, proceed to elect a President of the 
United States from the persons duly voted for at the second 
meeting of the electors. The said joint mecting shall consist 
of at least a majority of the members of each House, and a ma- 
jority of the votes of all the members present at the said joint 
meeting shall be necessary to a choice of the President of the 
United States. Butif no person shall receive such majority on 
the first, or on a second, ballot, then a plurality of the said votes 
shal! decide the election.’”’ 

The resolution was twice read, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM of lodiana, 

Resoived, That the memorial and resolutions ef the General 
Assembly of Indiana, asking Congress to authorize the said 
State to purchase, at the minimum price of Government lands. 
all the lands lately purchased from the Miami Indians in saie 
State, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and that 
the memorial and joint resolutions be printed 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 19, 1838.—Continued. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, as follows: 

RESOLUTIONS FOR THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE 
SUB-TREASURY BILL. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly 
met, That our Representatives in Congress be requested, and 
our Senators instructed, to vete and use their influence for a 
postponement, until the next session of Congress, of the act in- 
troduced by the Hon. Silas Wright, of New York, commonly 
called the Sub-Treasury bill, or any other act or acts of a sim1- 
lar character, and that they vote at this session for no act of a 
similar nature; and that we have full confidence in Martin Vaa 
Buren, and in the wisdom and intelligence of our Democratic 
Senators and Representatives in Congress; and our Senators are 
hereby further instructed, and eur members requested, to vote 
for such a mode of receiving, keeping, and disbursing the pub- 
lic moneys, as wiil separate, as far as practicable, the banks 
from the Government. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit a copy 
of the above resolution to our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress. 








LEWIS DEWART, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J.R. BURDEN, 
Speaker of the Senate. 
Approved, the 16th day of February, 1838. 
JOS RITNER. 
OrFice OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH, 
Harrisburg, February 16, 1838. 
This is to certify that the above is a true copy of the original 
reso!utions on file in this office. 
THO. H. BURROWES, 
Secretary of the Commouwealth. 


Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Presipent: I rise to present to the Senate a 
resolution of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
which I received from Governor Ritner on yester- 
day afternoon, requesting their Representatives 
in Congress, and instructing their Senators, “ to 
vote and use their influence for a postponement, 
until the next session of Congress, of the act intro- 
duced by the Hon. Sitas Wricnt, of New York, 
commonly called the Sub-Treasury bill, or any 
other act or acts of a similar character; and that 
they vote at this session for no act of a similar na- 
ture.” The Legislature also, by the same resolu- 
tion, declared that they “ have full confidence in 
Martin Van Boren, and in the wisdom and intelli- 
gence of their Democratic Senators and Represen- 
tatives in Congress ;” and further instruct and re- 
quest their Senators and Representatives ‘ to vote 
for such a mode of receiving, keeping, and disburs- 
ing the public moneys, as will separate, as far as 
practicable, the banks from the Government.” 

I feel confident that the Senate will pardon me, 
considering the peculiar position in which I am 
placed, for making a few remarks in explanation 
of the course which I intend to pursue under this 
resolution. It is well known, both to the Senate 
and to the country, that at the last session of Con- 
gress, I presented my views in detail in favor of a 
separation of the Treasury from all banks, as fiscal 
agents of the Governmeat. My opinion upon this 
subject remains unchanged: nay, it has been con- 
firmed by subsequent events and subsequent reflec- 
tion. After a careful examination of the bill re- 
ported by the Senator trom New York, as it has 
been since amended, I think, in the main, it is well 
calculated to carry into practice this principle of 
separation. Whilst it increases Executive patron- 
age to a very small extent, and no more than is ab- 
solutely necessary to carry into effect its principles, 
it confers no power whatever upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury over the public money, except that 
which he has exercised ever since the origin of the 
present Government: and a provision of the bill, 
which has never existed heretofore, renders it im- 
possible that the ordinary Treasury drafts which 
are delivered to the public creditors should ever be 
aused ascurrency. With some furtheramendments, 








which I need not now specify, but which I had in- 
tended to move, on a proper occasion, I should 
have given acheerful support to this bill. But I 
am instructed: and it remains for me to decide what 
course I ought to pursue, under this change of cir. 
cumstances. 

Ever since I was capable of forming an opin; 
upon this subject, I have believed that the eho 
tures of the several States had a right to instruct 
their Senators. In my opinion, this right results 
from the very nature of our Constitution, which i. 
a Federal compact between distinct and sovereign 
States. It has ever been considered, with but few 
exceptions, a fundamental article in the political 
creed of that party to which I am proud to belong 
I have, in public and in private, in the face of the 
Senate and before the country, often expressed this 
opinion; and I shall never preach one doctrine of 
political faith, and practice another. I shall never 
shrink from what I conceive to be my duty, be. 
cause, in performing it, I may apply the torture to 
myself. 

I know that some of my most valued friends in 
Pennsylvania, who hold the right of instruction to 
be sacred, are of opinion, that, under the peculiar 
circumstances of this case, I ought to disobey these 
instructions. But do they not perceive that it the 
Senator can look behind his instructions, the right 
is at once abandoned? Under the pretext, or, if 
you please, under the honest belief, that they do 
not speak the voice of the people, or that they 
have been corruptly: or improperly obtained, a 
Senator could always justify himself to himself 
for disobedience. I shall, therefore, not disobey my 
instructions. My only alternative, then, is either 
to obey or to resign. 

Upon questions of mere expediency, in which no 
constitutional principles are involved, it ought to 
be a very strong case to induce the Senator to 
abandon his post. If every difference of opinion 
between the Senator and his Legislature should 
produce this effect, the right of instruction itself 
would soon grow into disrepute, and the Senatorial 
term of six years, as fixed by the Constitution, 
would terminate whenever such a conflict of opi- 
nion should arise. 

I can conceive of extreme cases in which, on 
questions of mere expediency, an honorable man 
might feel higself disgraced in even becoming the 
agent te give the vote of his State. No person, of 
any party with whom I have conversed, considers 
the present to be such a case; and I am confirmed 
in my own opinion upon this subject by the exam- 
pe of the Senator from Tennessee, (Mr. Grunpy.) 
I shall, therefore, obey my instructions honestly 
and in good faith; and, like him, on every question 
of proposed amendments, shall give such a vote as 
a fair and honorable opponent of the bill ought, in 
my judgment, to give. 

It is scarcely necessary to add that, as I am not 
instructed to support the substitute for the bill, of- 
fered by the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) I 
shall exercise my own opinion, and vote against its 
adoption. 

I shall take leave to express my high gratifica- 
tion at one clause contained in the resolution of in- 
struction. The Legislature of Pennsylvania have 
shown to the world that they justly appreciate the 
merits of the statesman whom the people of the 
United States have placed at the head of the Go- 
vernment, by declaring “ their full confidence in 
Martin Van Buren.” Such a well-deserved tri- 
bute to superior merit might be considered as the 
incense of flattery, had it been offered by his politi- 
cal friends. The reverse is the case upon the pre- 
sent occasion. The resolution containing this ex- 
pression of confidence, on its final passage, re- 
ceived the vote of every Opposition member of the 
House of Representatives, and, I am informed, of 
the Senate, whether Whig or Antimason, and was 
approved by Joseph Ritner, Governor. Thus, even 
his very enemies are made to praise him. I ought 
to say that I have not yet received any statement of 
the votes of the individual Senators. 

A compliment equally well deserved is paid by 
the resolution to the Democratic portion of the Re- 
presentatives of the State in Congress. I heartily 
commend the Legislature for expressing full confi- 
dence in their wisdom and intelligence. A more 
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firm, faithful, intelligent and patriotic set of men 
has never represented Pennsylvania. 

We are also instructed, in the conclusion of the 
resolution, ‘to vote for such a mode of receiving, 
keeping and disbursing the public moneys, as will 
separate, as far as practicable, the banks from the 
Government.” Now it is our duty, if possible, to 
reconcile and render consistent the fist with the 
last clause of the instruction, and to give to each 
of them its proper weight. My conception of their 
meaning, When thas fairly construed, is, that whilst 
we are bound to oppose the separation of the Lanks 
from the Government in the manner proposed by 
the bill of the Senator from New York, or by any 
pill of a similar nature, yet we are equaily instruct- 
ed to support any other and different “mode of 
receiving, keeping, and disbursing the public 
moneys, Which will separate, as far as practicable, 
the banks from the Government.” In short, the 
Legislature are friendly to such a separation; but 
they are opposed to its accomplishment in the 
manner proposed by the bill now before the Senate. 
Whether any other practicable mode of effecting 
this separation can be devised, I shall not at pre- 
sent pretend tosay. I shall not now participate 
in the general debate on this bill, as I had intend- 
ed, and will, therefore, have ample time for reflec- 
tion on the subject; and should I become convinced 
that any mode can be devised of accomplishing the 
same object, different in its nature and character 
from this bill, Imay perhaps present it hereafter 
in the form of an amendment. 

Mr. Bucuanan then presented the resolutions, 
and on his motion they were read, and ordered to 
be printed, and laid upon the table. 

He also gave notice that he would, at the first 
convenient opportunity, after consulting his col- 
league, move, in obedience to his instructions, to 
postpone the bill reported by the Senator from 
New York, until the next session of Congress. 


Mc. WALKER presented the credentials of the Hon. J. 
F. Trotter, Senator elect from Mississippi. Mr. Trorrer was 
then duly qualified, and took his seat. 

The VICK PRESIDENT communicated to the Senate a report 
from the Secretary of War, in relation to the construction of a 
harbor at City West, Indiana ; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. McKEAN presented numerous petitions from sundry 
residents of Philadelphia county, in Pennsylvania, remonstrat- 
ing against the annexation of Texas: laid on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from Elias Davis, 
praying remuneration for detection of certain mail robbers: 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, from sundry citizens of the town of Havre de Grace, 
Md. in relation to the erection of a national foundry: referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a inemorial from certain citizens of 
Niagara county, praying the adoption of certain measures in 
relation to the proceedings on the part of the British authorities 
in burning the steamboat Caroline: referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Ww. also presented a memorial from citizens of 
Albany, New York, praying erection of a harbor at Milwaukie 
in Wisconsin: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of certain citizens of Illi- 
nia, praying the passage of a pre-emption law to settlers on 
the public lands: ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of certain citizens in the 
county of Coahuma, in the Choctaw purchase, praying the 
passage of a pre emption Jaw: laid or the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition from Justus D. Inzall 
and others, in relation toa post route: referred to the Com- 
inittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petion from Charles McKenzie, praying reimburse- 
ment of money paid for a tract of land unfit for cultivation: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. N. also presented a preamble and :esolution from the 
Siate of Michigan, instructing their Senators to urge upon 
Congress the immediate abolition of imprisonment for debt, in 
civil cases coming within the jurisdiction of the courts of the 
United States: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL also presented resolutions from the same 
State, for the passage of a law exempting newspapers from 
postage in the respective States in which they are printed: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KNIG presented a memorial from sundry citizens 
of Providence, Rhode Island, praying the rejection of the Sub- 
Treasury bill: ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented certain documents in relation to the 
claim of the daughter of Jonas Crane: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Elisha Dunham, 
praying indemnification for spoliations by the French authori- 
ties prior to 1800: ordered that it lie on the table. 

Also, from sundry citizens of the city of Boston, Massachu- 
setts; and of Brookfield, New York, against the annexation of 
Texas: laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of the clerks of the Bu- 
reaus of the War Department, praying augmentation of their 
salaries: referred to the Comm on Military Affaire. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, made unfa- 
vorable peports on the petition of James Baker, of the umbrella 
makers of the city of Fhiladelphia and on that of Theodere Vic- 
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tor, the latter accompanied by a report, which was ordered to be 
printed : 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same commitiee, made a report on 
the memerials ef the directors of the Susque hansxa and Balt- 
more Raiiroad Company and the Newcastie and Frenchtown 
Turnpike and Railroad Company, accompamted by bills remit- 
ting the duties paid by said con 
bills were ordeied 
dered to be print 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the petiti 
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hip owners 
and masters of vessels, for the improvement of Gan river, w 
ordered to be printe, 

Mr. LINN submitted the following 

Resolved, That the front seats on the circular ga 
propriated exclusively to the use of the ladie 

Oa motion of Mr. LYON, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to com 
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municate to the Senate a copy of the report and map of the 
survey made by Lieutenant Poole, of the United States Army, 
under direction of the Quartermaster’s Department, of a Mili- 
tary road from Saginaw to Mackinaw, in the State ot Michigar 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, Daniel Trueheart had leave to 
Withdraw his petition and papers 

Ov motion of Mr. LYON, Joseph Vidal had leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers. 

"Fhe following bills from the House of Representatives were 
severally read a third time, and passed: 

A bill for the-relief of Jesse E. Davis 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John 
McCarty, decease. 

A bill for the relief of John B. Perkins. 

The joint resolution authorizing the State of Massachusetts 
to collect tonnaze duty on vessels entering the port of Boston, 
and the bills granting ‘o the county of Kalamazo, in the State of 
Michigan, the right of pre-emption to a quarter section of land, 

For the relief of John B. Valle, 

For the relief of William H. Rebertson, Samuel I Garrow, 
and J. W. Simonton, 

Were read a third time and passed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

Tie Senate then resumed the consideration of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill, when Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate un- 
til 5o’clock. 

When Mr. Cray had concluded— 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said he wished to make a single re- 
mark. He did not think proper to interrupt the Senator from 
Kentucky while he was speaking; but it was due to himself to 
say, that the gentleman had misstated and perverted almost 
every argument he (Mr. C.) had advanced. He would say 
more: he intended to pay his respects to that Senator at the first 
opportunity, both with respect to his argumentavd his personal 
attack on him; and whea he did so, the debt between them should 
be fully cancelled. 

Mr. CLAY replied that whether or not he had misstated or 
perverted the argument of the Senator from South Carolina, 
was not for thai Senator to say. He (Mr. C,) would appeal toa 
less paruial judge —tothe Senate. As to any intention on the 
Scnator’s part of paying, he was as ready to receive as the gen- 
Ueman wastopay. He sought a contest with no man, and he 
should not avoid one with the Senator from South Carolina 

Mr. CALHOUN aaid that he knew not what the Senator 
meant by his being ready to receive; but he would appeal to 
the Senate whether his remarks were not of such a character 
as to demand from him what he said. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, February 20, 183s. 
Reports from Committees were called for. 
COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill for the relief of 
Capt. John Vamnetter and his company, for their services 
during the late war. 

On motion of Mr. W. the Committee of Claims had leaveto 
sit during the sessions of the House, the honorable member 
stating that the amount of business before them was so great 
that they could not attend. 

Mr. RUSSEL reported, with an amendment, Senate bill for 
relief of Daniel Steinrod. 

Mr. STEWARD made a report from the minority ef the 
committee on this bill, which took the same reference as the 
bill. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CASEY reported a bill for the relief of James Alexander. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana reported a bill to establish an 
additional land office in the State of Louisiana. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. ROBERTSON reported the bill to change the time of 
holding the supreme terms of the Circuit Court of the United 
States tor the Fastern District of Virginia, and the District Court 
of the United States for the Western District of Virginia, held at 
Richmend, Virginia. 

This bil! had originally passed the House, and returned from 
the Senate with amendments. It was now reported back with 
sundry amendments to the Senate’s amendments; all of which 
were now severally concurred In. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS, 

Mr. TALTAFERRO reporced a bill for the relief of the legal 
represeitatives of Thomas Wishart. 

Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for the relief of Roger Stayner. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. LEADBETTER reported a bill amen«atory of the act for 
the relief of Paine and Arnold; which was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-day. 

NAVAL AFFAIRS. 

Mr. INGHAM reported a bill in relation to building, pur- 
chaeing, and providing materials for vessels of war. 

Mr. I. also reported a bill to alter and regulate the navy 
rations. 

Mr. I. also reported 2 bill to regulate the pay and emoluments 
of pursers in the navy. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. PATTON reported back the bill, recommitted to this 
eommittee yesterday, in relation to our neutral laws, and the 
same being brought into the Iouse, 

Mr. HOWARD moved that it be made the special order of 
this day from and after one o’clock; which was agreed to. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, 
Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of Jozeph Bailey. 
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INVALID PENSIONS 
Mr. STANLEY reported the following, viz 
bill for the relief of Levi Johnson, 
A ll tor the relief of William Poole. 
A biil fer the relief of Isaac Gale. 
A bill for the relief of Hiram Saul 
A bill for the relief of Wright Hubbard 

POST OFFICBS AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. BRIGGS reported a bill for the retief of John Brown 
nd Co 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Mr. PAWSON reported Senate bill with an amendment, enti] 
Lanact to amend and extend the charter of the Franklin In- 
mice Company in the city of Washingtoi 
Nhe amendment was conecurredin, and the bill ordered to a 
ivd reading: read a third time, and passed 

ihe resolution reported some days since by Mr. GRANT, 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals, proposing to print 
WOO Copies of the report in favor of a ship canal around the 

sof Niagara, was taken up, and concurred tn. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

Tie House then resumed the consideration ef the fellowing 
resolution, submitted by Mr. Apams on the [Sth af December 

Resoleed, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House a copy and translation of 
the pamphlet, in the Spanish language, stated ia the report of 
the Secretary of State to this House to have been printed and 
circulated by the late Minister from the Republic of Mexico, 
Gorostiza, before bis depariure from this country, and the 
name of the diplomatic functionary from a foreign Government 
who communicated a copy of said pamphlet to the Secretary 
of State 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. Howarp to 
sirtke out all that part relating to the name ef the diplomatic 
functionary, after the word “country,” in the sixth line. 

Mr. ADAMS modified the resolution, by striking ent the lat- 
ter clause. 

Mr. HOWARD said he would therefore waive his right to 
address the House in reply to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, in order to have the question taken. 

Mr. HAY NES had intended to make a brief reply to another 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusmine,) but that the 
question might at once be taken, he would refrain from 
doing 80 

The resojution, as modified, was then agreed to 

NORTHEAST BOUNDARY 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Farrrretp on the 
241 of December last, was taken up: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communieate to this House whether any application 
has been made by the British Government to the Government 
of the United States for leave to march troops over the terfitory 
now in dispute between the Governments aforesaid; and, if ev, 
the action of this Government thereon 

Mr. FAIRFLELD said, as the information called for by this 
resolution had been already communicated to the House, he 
would withdraw it; and it was withdrawn accordingly 

HASSLER’S WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. SMITH of Maine, 
on the 22d of December, was taken, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That 2,000 extra copies of so much of the report 
made to the Treasury Department by Professor Hassler as re 
lates tothe publication of Standard Weights and Measures, be 
printed for the use of the House. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

The following offered by Mr. PETRIKEN, on the 22d of De- 
cember, was taken up, and agreed to. 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy report to this 
House, as soon as he conveniently can, a full list of all officers, 
seamen, and marines in the naval service, disabled by wounds 
or injuries received while in the discharge of their Sem, who 
have claimed and received the benefit of the act of Congress, 
approved dd of March, 1837, with the names of the pensioners, 
the amount ef back pensions received by him, the rank he he!d 
at the time he was disabled, the rank he now holds in the navy, 
and the degree of disability reported to entitie him to a pen 
eion, and if not now in the service, the rank such officer held at 
the time of his claiming the arrearages of pension under the act 
of Congiess aforesaid. 

SCHIOOL LANDS 

The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Jounson of Ma- 
ryland, proposing to grant a certain amount of public lands for 
the schools and seminaries in the United States, was taken up. 

Mr. JOHNSON said it was his intention to offer a series of 
appropriations on this subject, and for that purpose he shouid 
move the postponement of the subject till Thursday next. Mr. 
J. was proceeding to explain the object he had in view, when, 
the morning hour being expired 

NEUTRAL RELATIONS 

The House then took up the special order, being the “Act to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United States, and to 
on the acts therein mentioned,’ approved the 2h of Apiil, 

RYQ 

The bill had been reported back to the House without amend- 
ment, and was therefore in the position it was before being 
committed, ae printed in the Globe of Saturday night last. : 

Mr. BRIGGS moved anadditional section, providing that the 
bill should remain in force till the first of January, 1840, and no 
longer ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD then moved to amend the first section of the 
bill by substituting, in a modified form, the first section of the 
substitute proposed, when the bill was up before, ty Mr. Looms 
of New York, as follows: 

“Sec. 1. No person shall, within the jurisdiction of the Uni 
ted States, purchase er procure, collect, transport, or have in 
possession, any vessel, vehicle, arms, or muntionsof war; or 
collect, or employ, or imbody, or train men, with intent to the 
use or employment of the same, in exciting, aiding, or carry- 
ing on, or to be used in any insurrection or rebellion against the 
territory or dominion of any foreign prince, State, cJony, dis- 
trict, or people conterminous with the United States, with 
which the United States are at peace, and every person so of- 
fending, shall be deemed guilty ofa misdemeanur, atu shal! be 
fined not exceeding doliars, and be imprisoned not ex- 
ceeding years 

Mr, LOOMIS moved to fill up the first blank with $3,000, 
which was agreed to, and the amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. PATTON then proposed a substitute for the first two 
sections of the bill. 

Mr. LOOMIS moved the second, third, fourth, and fifth sec- 

































































tions of his substitute, somewhat modified, in,Jieu of Mr. Pat- 
TON S. 

The merits of the bill were then discussed by Messrs. SMITH, 
FILLMORE, HOLSEY, LOOMIS, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
PATTON, LEGARE, BIDDLE, MENIFEE, PICKENS, 
CRARY, HOWARD, and ADAMS; when, 

On motion of the last gentleman, the bill and amendments 
submitied \o-day were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WISE moved the committment of the bill to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union 

Mr. PATTON and Mr. BELL briefly opposed the motion; 
when, on motion of the latter gentleman, 

The House adjourned 





IN SENATE, 
Tvuesvay, February 2, 183 

The CHAIR communicated a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, enclosing a report from the Solicitor of the Trea- 
sury, in answer to the resoluuon of the Senate of the 12th in- 
stant, requiring the correspondence relative to the debt due 
from the late John Brahan, Receiver of Public Moneys at 
Hunteville, Alabama; and 

On motion of Mc. WHITE, it was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the resolutions of the Senate of the 
State of Pennsylvania, in concurring with the joint resolution of 
both Houses, that were presented yesterday by Mr. BUCHANAN, 
which were read; and 

On motion of Mr. McKIEAN, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed 

Mr. McKEAN presrted two memorials, one from Bradford 
county, Pennsylvania, the other from Philadelphia county, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to the Union: 
intd on the table 

Mer. LINN presented the petition of James A. Atkins, John 
A. Beck and forty-six residents of the county of Wayne, asking 
for an appropriation for another survey of the river St. Francis: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 

Also, the petition of H. E. Davis, C T. Wood, and two hun- 
dred and ninety citizers residing in the counties of Gasconade, 
that part of Miller lying east of the Osage river, Pulaski, Rip- 
ley, Bhannon, Washington, part of Franklin and Crawford, 
complaining of inconvenience in making entries of land, in con- 
sequence of the distance they have to travel to any of the land 
offices, and praying for the passage of a law to lay off a new 
land district, composed of the counties above named: referred 
to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Also, the petiuion of sundry citizens of Alabama, Missouri 
and Tennessee, asking for an appropriation for the purpose of 
making a road from Columbus, Kentucky, through the low sun- 
ken grounds which embrace much public land in the county of 
Scott, to Jackson, Cape Girardeau county, Missouri: referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canale 

Also, the petition of William Bartlett, 8. M. Hudson and one 
hundred and fifty-three citizens residing in the southern part of 
the State of Missoun, asking for an appropriation for the same 
object: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 

Also, the petition of Sarah Goforth, asking for compensation 
as the widow of a soldier who long and faithfully served his 
édsuntry in the revolutionary war: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claime 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Richard H. Foote; 
which was referred to the Comittee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petitionof sundry citizens of 
Athens, Georgia, praying for the establishment ofa post route: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SWIFT presented several petitions from Vermont, re- 
monstrating against the annexation of Texas to the Union: 
which were laid on the table. 

Also, several petilions from the same State, praying for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
Jumbia; and the reception of the petitions being objected to, the 
motion to rece've them was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCIIANAN presented the petition of several captains, 
plows, and others, engaged in the navigation of the Mississippi, 
Chiov. and Monongahela rivers, presenting strong reasons why 
Pittsburg ought to be the site of a marine hospital: ordered to 
be printed, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, also, presenied a memorial, signed by a 
number of the citizens of Pitsburg, having the same object in 
view, and similar to those, on the same subject, presented by 
him some days since: erdered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, also, presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, asking for an appropriation forthe com- 
pletion of the frigate Raritan: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of James Merritt, ask- 
ing anincrease of pension: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr TIPTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom the subject had been referred, reported a bill to establish 
a foundry and armory in the West, and arsenals and depois for 
arms inthe several States and Territories in which none are 
established: read and ordered to a second reading, and the ac- 
companying report ordered to be printed 

On motion of Mr. LINN, five hundred extra copies of the re- 
port were ordered to be printed 

Mr. YOUNG presented the remonstance of sundry citizens 
of Hlinois, on the subject ofa mail route; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ROANE presented the resolutions ofthe Legislature of 
Virginia, instructing their Senators, and requesting their repre- 
sentatives in Congress to use their exertions to procure the pas- 
sage of a law to indemnify the State for the amount of the judg- 
ments recovered against her for the commutations of her 
olficers in the Revolutionary army, and also to endeavor to 
procure a further appropriation of Government land, to satisfy 
the remaining claims of the officers of the Virginia Continental 
and State line and navy: ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, made an 
unfavorable report on the claims of Caleb Atwater. 

Mr. WALL, on leave, introduced a bill for the reliefof Cap- 
tain Augustus A. Nicholson; which was twice read, and refer- 
rel to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that when he came into the Senate this 
morning, the Secretary was reading the resolutions which had 
recently been passed by the Senate of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania. The reading wae nearly through; and he had been 
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informed that one of the resolutions referred to certain proceed- 
ings which had taken place in New Hampshire, asking for the 
removal ofthe Hon. Mr. Mason from the office of president of 
the Branch Bank of the U. States at Porismouth. The same allu- 
sion had been made yesterday by the Senator from Kentucky in 
his speech; and he then attempted, without success,to get the floor 
to reply wo the Senator, with a view to set history right. This 
transaction, he believed, had been before alluded to, since the 
commencement of this session. He merely desired to have the 
resolutions ofthe Senate of Pennsylvania referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, that a detailed report may be made, setting 
forth the facts in their true light. 

The movement to remove the president of the branch bank 
at Portsmouth, which took place, he believed iv 1829, was 
made in consequence of the course pursued by the then presi- 
dentand directors of that institution, in the management and 
direction of its concerns. That course had been, it was alleged, 
of a most oppressive character. Tle knew nothing of the facts, 
except what he derived from the printed documents and the 
history of the times, and if any reliance can be placed on this 
evidence, nothing could be more unjust than the charge which 
had been often repeated, that the present Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, the present Gevernor of the State of New Hampshire, 
and their political friends, had set this ball in motion to effect 
the removal of Mr. Mason, for the accomplishment of their po- 
litical purposes, or to attain their pany objects. This he could 
not believe, and he was well satisfied that, if this matter could 
be examined, it would be found that this movement was not 
made to accomplish the political ends of those who engaged in 
it, but to prevent this “United States Branch Bank” from being 
used exclusively as a party engine against them and their po- 
litical friends. He would go no further at this time; he only 
wished for the reference of the resolution at this time, and he 
trusted that the report of the committee would but confirm 
what his late respected colleague (Mr. Hitt) had once said on 
this floor, with so much effect, with reference to this subject. 

Mr. WEBSTER remarked that it was no more true that the 
LA before the Senate came from the Committee on Finance, or 
that the message received at the commencement ofthe session 
came from the Presi Jent of the United States, than it was true 
that the application to remove the president of the Bank of 
Portsmouth was a political matter entirely. Che whele matier 
was established by documentary evidence. There was a letter 
written by a gentleman to the Secretary of the Treasury; and in 
that letter the writer gives, asa reason why the president of the 
bank should be removed, that he belonged to the party opposed 
to the Administration. There was another letter by the side of 
it, written to a gentleman then holding an office here under the 
Government. and now Governor of New Hampshire; and that 
letter says that this is expected to be done by the friends of 
General Jackson. Now what did the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire mean, when he said that theapplication was made by men 
of both political parties? In the steps taken to get signers to 
such a petition, it was very easy to get signers of all political 
parties, by appealing to men who wish to get money easier. If 
the gentleman wished to get the matter before the Committee 
on Finance, why let him come on; he (Mr. W.) was ready to 
meet him. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he was agreed; he would most ¢heer- 
fully, most willingly, accept the challenge of the Senator. 
He wished to go into the examination; he desired to collect the 
facts; he would not wish to prejudge this case. He had for 
himeelf a very decide: opinion; he might, however, be wrong, 
but he must have been greatly in error if he should not be able 
to present the facts in this case to the satisfaction of himself at 
least, and, he trusted, to the satisfaction of the Senate and of the 
country, that this branch was managed at the time, not to favor 
the mercantile community of Portsmouth, but its favors were 
distributed to partisans friendly to the men in the charge of the 
branch. 

He was certain that the individual who headed the Ports- 
mouth memorial, was the strong political friend of Mr. Mason. 
Up tothis moment, he was the active supporter of a United 
States Bank. Others would be found on the list, equally 
friendly to the political views of the incumbent. One of them, 
ifhe could rely upon the mpeepepers of the day, was busily 
engaged at this time on his missionfin scattering “party tracts” 
to enlighten the people of New Hamsphire, preparatory to the 
coming election. That memorial, it will be found, was made 
up of men without party distinction, and for the sole purpose 
of correcting what they regarded as an oppressive evil. 

Let then the facts be collected, and be presented. The Sena- 
tor and myself are both members of the Committee on Finance; 
and he had no doubt thatthe truth ofthis whole matter would 
be elicited. His object Was to exempt the Governor of New 
Hampshire and the Secretary of the Treasury from the censure 
which was repeatedly cast upon them in relation to this trans- 
action, 

He had no other feeling but that of respect for the distin. 
guished gentleman who at that time presided over the branch 
at Portsmouth. He knew him well, perhaps not as well as the 
Senator himself. His only purpose was, In moving the refer- 
ence, to collect the facts; and if they showed an organized 
party movement to convert the influence of the bank to the 
promotion of their political purposes, so Ict it be. If the facts 
will show that the movement wasto prevent the use of the 
power of the bank to accomplish the objects of those politi- 
cally opposed to the then Administration of the Gevernment, so 
letit be. He, in conclusion, would only say, that he would be 
ready with the Senator most willingly at any time to enter upon 
this examination 

Mr. WEBSTER said he gave no challenge. He only ac- 
cepted one. He was not desirous to go into details; but if the gen- 
tlemen chose totake such a course, entertaining the respect he 
did for the character of the parties implicated, he was ready to 
meethm. The question was not whether it was exclusively a 
movement on a certain side; the question was as to the origin 
of the movement. He nowcontended that the movement was 
entirely political, and he would tell how it turned out. 
The president of the Bank of the United States, on receiving the 
application, went to Portsmouth to inquire into the facts, and 
sent a complimentary notice to all whe had signed it to call on 
him and explain the nature of the complaints, They came; 
andsome said that they had signed the petition because they 
had been asked to do so; some said that they had no know- 
ledge of the subject; and others said that they had signed it be 
cause of the difficult'es they found in getting discounts. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, “when Greek meets Greek, then 
comes the tug of war.’”’ It was not his purpose to take any 
part in the high contest between the two distinguinhed Sena- 
tore, He desired merely to observe, that, in obeying his instruc- 
s 
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mport and language ; not according to constructio 

— — placed aren om, after their passage, by the 
nate of Pennsylvania, which constituted but 

the State Saghieeasn. ” WG one hennch of 

He had stated yesterday, that he had been informed that every 
member of the Opposition party in the Senate had voted for the 
resolution. He knew that this statement was true in regard to 
the House; but he perceived from the Harrisburg papers, 
which had been since received, that the resolution in the Se. 
nate had been digided into three distinct clauses, and that six 
members of the Opposition had voted inst that clause of 
them which expressed full confidence in Martin Van Buren 
and in the intelligence and wisdom of their Democratic Sena 
torsand Representatives. 

He made the correction, because he would never willingly 
state any thing in the Senate or elsewhere which did not exactly 
conform with the truth. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The Senate then resumed the discussion of the Independent 
Treasury bill, when 

apa rose and addressed the Senate until near five 
o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate went into Executive 
business; and, after a few moments spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 


to their own 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, February 21, 1838. 

On metion of Mr. HOWARD, the bill in relation to the pre- 
servation of neutrality on the frontier was made the special 
order after one o’clock this day. 

Mr. REED aske¢ leave to eubmit a resolution, granting the 
use of the Hall of the House of Representatives to the Con. 
gressional Temperance Society on Tuesday evening. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. REED moved a suspension of the rule, and asked for the 
yeas and nays, (no quorum voting on the first count,) which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 82, nays 43, not two-thirds, so the 
rule was not suspended. : 

Mr. POTTS moved a suspension of the rule, to enable him 
to submit a motion to print 2000 extra copies of the communi- 
cation of the Secretary of the Navy in relation to the causes 
which have delayed the sailing of the Exploring Expedition; 
but the House refused. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, Mr. STUART of Virginia, 
and Mr. DARLINGTON, severally made unfavorable reports 
from the Committee of Claims. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the Committee of the Whole was 
discharged from the further consideration of the “bill to in- 
crease the army of the United States, and for other purposes,’ 
and the same was recommitted to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

COMMERCE. 

Mr. TOLAND reported a bill for the relief of Joseph R. Fol- 
som and the owners and crew of the schooner Galaxy, of Bucks. 
port, in the State of Maine. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of Edward Cavena. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported Senate bill, providing for the legal 
adjudication and settlement of the claims for land under grants 
to the Baron Bastrop and others in Louisiana, and of sundry 
persons in Arkansas, with a recommendation that it do not 
pass, and moved its commitment. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana said this was a very impor- 
tant measure, involving the settlement of two counties in Lou- 
isiana, and of large tracts in Arkansas, and had been reported 
on favorably oF every committee of both Houses for several 
years past, and bills passed by one body or the other, and he 
therefore moved the recommitment’of the bill, with instruc- 
tions to the Committee on Private Land Claims to report some 
other bill for the settlement of these claims. 

Mr. YELL united in the wish of the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana, that this subject should be definitively disposed of. It was 
true, that a portion of his State was interested in it; but the 
great body of the people there felt none, and all he desired was 
to see the question settled one way or the other. The claims 
involved about a million of acres in Arkansas, and al out twice 
as much in Louisiana, all of which the Government had sold, 
without paying — sort of regard to-these claims. Now, if 
the claims should turn out to be good—he would pronounce 
no opinion about them, but many believed them to be so—the 
Government must either satisfy the claimants, or refund the 
money to the purchasers. It was important, therefore, in 
every point of view, that the subject should be diayoned of. 
This might be done in either of two ways—by referring it to a 
special commission, or by leaving it, as the Senate proposed 
to do, to the Judiciary. Those who wished the matter settled 
were indifferent which mode should be adopted, so that it was 
disposed of. . 

With reference to an examination by the House itself, Mr. 
Y. said it would be impracticable, and the expense of a single 
session upon its diseussion would amount to more than the 
whole supervision of the subject as proposed by the bill. It 
had now been several years before Congress, and would con- 
tinue to be presented for as many years to come, unless Con- 
gress passed some measure to quiet it. Both as a matter of 
economy and policy, it seemed to him that the subject should 
be at once disposed of. - 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana took the same side, and 
stated that the people of Louisiana felt a deep and lively inte- 
rest in the subject, and had great cause to complain of Go- 
vernment which had suffered these claims to remain in abey- 
ance for thirty-four years. Mr. J. was pracsenee, when the 
hourof one having arrived, the Chair anno the special 


der. 
¥ NEUTRAL RELATIONS. 

The House then took up the special order, being the “ Act to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United States, and to 
repeal the acts therein mentioned,’ approved the 20th of April, 
1818.”’ 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. Wisg to com- 
mit the bill to a Committee of the Whele on the state of the 
Union. F 

The question was now taken, and disagreed to. 

The question then; pending was the substitute for part of 





